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REPAIR... 

Page 27 



SEARCH AND 
RESCUE 

Service is on its 
way to the Vale 


VALE MP Alun Cairns says 
rescue services in south Wales 
will benefit from improved 
response times, when St Athan 
becomes the base for two 
search and rescue helicopters. 

At the moment, most rescues in 
south Wales are the responsibility of 
the RAF base in Chivenor on the 
north coast of Devon. 

St Athan’s gain, therefore, will be 
Chivenor’s loss. 

Mr Cairns reveals the details of 
the scheme in his column in today’s 
GEM (see page 9) and it has come 
about after the UK Government 


signed a contract with the American 
-based company, Bristow 
Helicopters Ltd, to provide search 
and rescue helicopter services in the 
UK. 

It means that the RAF will no 
longer run search and rescue in the 
UK, and bases such as RAF Valley 
in Anglesey will lose the service, as 
it will move to Caernarfon Airport. 

Bristow has won a 10-year con¬ 
tract, worth £1.6 billion, and will be 
supplying more modern helicopters 
than the RAF Sea King, which is 
close to the end of its working life. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


CHURCHES TOGETHER 
FOR PALM SUNDAY 



ABOVE: Canon Derek Belcher and the 
Rev Heather Weddell led the Palm Sunday 
procession through the town. See page 23 
for more details. Photo by Mike Wilcock. 


SLOANgCe 

New Season Arrivals 

Bold Colours, Hot Prints 
& Stunning Prices 




Get a Free Discount 
Card this weekend, 
and save money aii 
year round. 

_ (please note this is not a store card) _ 

Monday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 

OPEN over Easter as Normal 10am-4pm 

Gift Vouchers available.We sell nothing over £40! 

8 Pound Field, Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glamorgan, Wales CF61 1 DL 

Tel: 01446 794642 
www.sloancompany.co.uk 

Follow us onFacebook/ (Sji ... 
SloanandCompany 


Jogger tried to rescue injured dog 

Ceri’s bravery is 
honoured with a 
memorial plaque 


RIGHT: 

Ceri Jones with the plaque, and Jo Jo the dog. 


-V. \ 


A VALE woman has 
been given a com¬ 
memorative plaque 
at the Dogs Trust in 
Court Colman, 
Bridgend, in recog¬ 
nition of her brave 
attempt to rescue a 
fatally injured dog. 

Ceri Jones, who lives 
in Llangan, was out jog¬ 
ging in the Treoes area 
when she saw that the 
dog had wandered into a 
field and had been 




British 
Summer Time 
(BST) Starts 
at 2am this 
Sunday. 


injured by a horse. 

The dog’s owner, 
Christina Davison, told 
The GEM: “I had talcen 
my two dogs, Jesse and 
Jo Jo for a wallc. 

“Jesse was deaf and 
prone to becoming dis¬ 
orientated. In this case, 
she suddenly crossed a 
stream and I was unable 
to cross it to catch her. 

“A horse was in the 
field and Jesse was 
injured by its hooves. 
She didn’t get up.” 

It was at this point 
that Ceri Jones came 
upon the scene. 

Christina said: “I was 
hysterical and told her 
what had happened. 

“She ran across, with¬ 
out a thought for her 
own safety, and rescued 
Jesse. 

“Sadly, Jesse was so 
badly injured that I had 
to let her go that 
evening. Had Ceri not 
been there, Jesse would 
have died alone in the 
field. 



“Instead, Ceri came to 
Maes Glas Brackla vet¬ 
erinary practice with me 
and stayed with me 
while they examined 
Jesse. 

“I can never thank her 
enough for her bravery 
and kindness in such cir¬ 
cumstances.” 

Christina added: 
“Linda Feagan at the 
Dogs Trust has installed 
a plaque in memory of 
Jesse and of Ceri’s brav¬ 
ery. “A fitting memori¬ 
al.” 


CARDIFF AIRPORT 
BOUGHT BY WELSH 
GOVERNMENT 

As The GEM went to press, it was 
announced that the Welsh Government 
had bought Cardiff Airport at a reported 
cost of £52 million. 

The news met with a mixed reaction. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt was enthusiastic, say¬ 
ing: ^‘By taking the airport into public owner¬ 
ship, the Welsh Government can integrate it 
into its wider economic strategy and boost 
prospects for Welsh citizens, tourists, business¬ 
es and the aviation industry - particularly the 
British Airways Maintenance Centre.” 

However, the Leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives, Andrew RT Davies, described it 
as a “nationalisation” and said: “Many people 
will be amazed that they are able to find £52 
million under the mattress, having spent two 
years since the start of the fourth Assembly, 
moaning about not having enough money 
from the Westminster Government.” 

The Welsh Government has said it will not 
run the airport, but will seek a commercial 
operator to do so. 


Cattle are taken from 
two farms in Llanmaes 


FOLLOWING a 
GEM report earli¬ 
er this month con¬ 
cerning the welfare 
of cattle on two 
Vale farms, officers 
from the Vale 
Council took action 
last week. 

The cows were 
taken from Frampton 
Farm and Brook Farm 
in Llanmaes and were 


loaded on articulated 
lorries bound for 
another farm in Wales. 

The council opera¬ 
tion took place in con¬ 
junction with Hillside 
Animal Sanctuary, 
based in Norfolk, 
which is home to 2,000 
animals. 

The GEM under¬ 
stands that some cows 
had to be put down. 

The council’s princi¬ 
pal Trading Standards 


officer, Christina 
Roberts-Kinsey, said: 
“This has been a large 
scale investigation and 
operation which would 
not have been possible 
without the help of 
Hillside.” 

The investigation is 
ongoing and the Vale 
Council said it would 
not be making any fur¬ 
ther comment at this 
stage. 
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APPALLED BY 
CYNICISM’ 


IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


"Decision-makers 
failing our town’ 


I WRITE with dismay, 
after reading last 
week’s GEM story, 
headlined ^Barry’s iconic 
project seems a world 
away ’, which describes 
the council’s decision not 
to follow the Regeneration 
Board / LDP Collins idea 
of a sea life aquarium and 
family centre for Nell’s 
Point. 

I think it was an excellent 
idea and would have brought 


much-needed jobs , tourism 
and educational facilities to the 
area - while also solving park¬ 
ing issues, and the need for an 
all-weather attraction. 

It would have been an iconic 
project that would have drawn 
people to south Wales. 

Our council and others have 
had 15 years to decide what to 
put on the site - and, despite 
consultants’ recommendations 
over the years from Tibbalds 
Colborne , Humberts Leisure, 
and now, Collins LDP, it seems 
that whatever proposals/ 
strategies they come up with. 


unless they involve housing or 
supermarkets, nobody in 
authority is able to ‘take the 
bull by the horns’, and actual¬ 
ly press forward with any of 
them. 

My message for all these 
decision-takers who continue to 
fail Barry is to go and play 
‘Monopoly’ somewhere else! 

We need people who can 
make things happen, not just 
give the impression of progress. 
Wishful thinking, I expect. 
Jonathan Osborne 
(FocusBarry supporter & Barry 
Island trader). 


Windy corridors Plaid and the 

of power... Vale tax rise 



"Now look 
to Oak Field’ 


I WAS appalled 
to read the let¬ 
ter in The GEM 
on March 21 from 
Coun R Bertin; it is 
difficult to recall 
anything so cynical 
and anti-democra¬ 
cy. 

Let’s ask a few perti¬ 
nent questions: 

1. How many people 
in Barry could name the 
Chief Constable? 

2. How many knew 
of the system of gover¬ 
nance of the local 
police? 

I asked over 50 peo¬ 
ple and not one could 
answer these questions. 

More pertinent ques¬ 
tions: 

1. How many people 
does Alun Michael rep¬ 
resent? 

While he is answering 
that, perhaps Coun 
Bertin could remind us 
of the turn-out at his 
election and the number 
of people who voted for 
him. 

2. In what way exact¬ 
ly, do the Police Com- 


1 READ with dis¬ 
appointment 
The GEM letter 
last week from 
Coun Bertin, 
regarding Mr Alun 
Michael, the Police 
‘Complaints’ 
Commissioner and 
his team. 

Firstly, the role is not 
merely about com¬ 
plaints, which Coun 
Bertin would be aware 
of had he bothered to 
take more interest in the 
job specification, but to 
ensure the policing 
needs of our community 
are met as effectively as 
possible and to oversee 
how crime is tackled in 
our area. 

As a politician, Mr 
Michael has probably by 


missioners politicise the 
police - particularly as 
two of the four Welsh 
Police Commissioners 
are independent? 

The most appalling 
part, however, was the 
admission that he did not 
try to find out about the 
Police Commissioner’s 
role and, as a conse¬ 
quence, he could not be 
bothered to vote. 

Isn’t one of the duties 
of elected representa¬ 
tives to establish the 
facts? 

Let us hope that none 
of his constituents asked 
for advice about the 
Commissioner’s role. 

Is it any wonder that 
politics and politicians at 
all levels are held in 
such low esteem? 

In my view, council¬ 
lors who are unprepared 
to undertake a little 
research should be 
stripped of their roles, 
and the generous pay¬ 
ments they receive. 

John A Turner 
Rhoose 


now realised that he has 
no real idea how to fulfil 
his role and has, there¬ 
fore, decided on a strong 
and competent team to 
show him what to do. 

I cannot doubt that he 
has not, as suggested, 
created “jobs for the 
boys and girls” - but, as 
employment law 
requires, provided clear 
job specifications, adver¬ 
tised the posts in an 
open manner - for 
example in the local and 
national press - and cho¬ 
sen his team from a list 
of competent candidates. 

It is simply scurrilous 
to imply that a person 
with the credentials of 
Mr Michael should do 
otherwise. 

I Robinson, 

Rhoose. 


I T looks as if we 
are going to get 
two new nuclear 
power stations at 
Hinckley Point, 
courtesy of EDF, 
which we know is a 
French company - 
so we will again be 
held to ransom for 
our electricity bills. 
...Nothing changes 
there. 

As they will take ten 
years to complete, it 
will not affect me, but I 
am concerned about 
my children and 
grandchildren and the 
poison legacy across 
the water. 

POWER TO 
THE PEOPLE 
Should we have wind, or 
nuclear power? 
that seems to be the 


I T is wonderful 
to know, as a 
lawyer, that 
occasionally British 
justice, and the 
courts, get it right. 

We may soon be able 
to call a police horse 
‘gay’ without fear of 
being ‘banged up’. 

They DPP recently 
agreed that cases similar 
to this (later dropped) 
and another in which a 
defendant was fined for 
saying ‘woof’ to two 
dogs, should no longer 
be pursued as criminal 


question of the hour, 
Nuclear power is the 
ticking time bomb, 
that will be a threat long 
after we are gone. 

Tidal power is another 
way, 

but more expensive, or 
so they say. 

The answer could be the 
Welsh Assembly, 
all that hot air and it’s 
free. 

Piped to a turbine in a 
power station, 
to supply free electricity 
for the nation. 

Or maybe eels kept in a 
pot, 

that’s bound to make the 
water hot. 

Give everyone wind gen¬ 
erator machines, 
supplied monthly with a 
crate of baked beans. 

Colin Dudley 
Barry 


offences under the 1986 
Public Order Act. 

Hip-hip-hooray for 
free speech -1 must 
remember to tell a 
neighbour that her cat 
has bestial tendencies! 

Who, I wonder, took 
the decision to prosecute 
someone for barking at a 
dog, or saying that their 
police horse looked a bit 
‘camp’l 

It makes you wonder 
if saying ‘how now, 
brown cow’ is racist... or 
even sexist... 

Christopher Short, 
Barry. 


I was interested 
to read of local 
resident Barry 
Shaw’s disappoint¬ 
ment with the 
recent setting of the 
Vale’s Council tax 
rise at 4.8 per cent. 

Mr Shaw’s letter 
praised a different, 
slightly reduced tax rise 
proposed by Plaid 
Cymru. Could this pos¬ 
sibly be the same Mr 
Shaw who as a Plaid 


Cymru councillor was 
voted out of his position, 
after he and his col¬ 
leagues voted through 
several near five per cent 
rate rises, while in 
shared control of the 
Vale themselves a few 
years ago? 

I would also like to 
place on record that I 
voted against any rise in 
the Vale Council’s tax 
burden on residents. 
Kevin Mahoney 
(UKIP councillor 
Sully Ward) 


T he recent 
decision 
made by the 
Vale Council cabi¬ 
net that Llancarfan, 
Llanfair and Oak 
Field schools are to 
remain open, is to 
be welcomed. 

The unsatisfactory 
decision-making 
process preceding the 
decision can best be 
described as muddled. 

This has caused 
considerable unneces¬ 
sary anxiety and distress 
to children, parents and 
school staff. 

It is difficult to 
believe that this trauma 
has not affected the 
learning processes of 


I WOULD like to 
point out to 
Sophie the 
RSPCA regional 
media manager/spin 
doctor (GEM letters, 
last week) that 
‘‘reducing the 
amount of runners in 
the Grand National 
to prevent risks asso¬ 
ciated with bunching 
up at jumps” rein¬ 
forces my belief that 
the RSPCA is 
against jumping. 

If you look at other 
horse races, you tend to 
see in smaller races with 
8-12 and even 16 run¬ 
ners, that they tend to 
bunch together, racing 
three or four deep for 
long periods of time. 

In the Grand 
National, horses spread 
across the track and can 
be a furlong behind; in 
fact, the bunching is not 
as bad as in other races 
with fewer runners. 

An opinion by the 
RSPCA, based on a 
mathematical calcula¬ 
tion - rather than look¬ 
ing at the sport as a 
challenge to jockey and 
horse- attacldng horse 
racing is without any 
understanding or logic. 


the children in some 
way. 

The Vale Council has 
the vital task of support¬ 
ing the efforts of parents 
and staff of Oak Field, 
in bringing about sig¬ 
nificant improvements 
in the educational stan¬ 
dards of the school. 

This requires a clear 
vision and focus on the 
part of the council. 

The appointment of a 
permanent headteacher 
and an improved staff to 
pupil ratio related to the 
needs of the school are 
priorities. 

Gareth Jones, 

Barry 


I believe the rank and 
file who work for the 
RSPCA are passionate 
and do care for the wel¬ 
fare of anmals, but man¬ 
agement and policy¬ 
makers are destroying 
their core values. 

Times are hard and 
any donations should 
filter down to the front 
line. 

Having seen the 
trustees’ report for 2010 
on pay (this being the 
most recent available 
online) nine staff on 
£50,000-69,999, five on 
£70,000-79,999, three 
on £80,000-89,999 and 
another on £110,000- 
120,000 - one would 
think that donations 
given by the public 
would not mean so 
many high salaries. 

I end with my opinion 
of the RSPCA: you have 
lost your way, stop 
attacking horse racing, 
stop wasting people’s 
donations on high 
salaries and ludicrous 
legal costs. 

Donations are given in 
the hope that most of it 
ends up fighting animal 
cruelty on the front line. 

Christopher Herring, 
Barry 


Remember Sully! 

R egarding the recent gem letter 
from Coun Anthony Ernest, about 
bus stop changes, it is good that they 
are going to stop outside JQ for access to 
bus and train station for Penarth and 
Barry bus users. 

People from Sully also use the bus. Stopping at 
The Philharmonic is a very long way from the main 
St David’s Centre, and all the main shops. 

Could they not give us a bus stop in Churchill 
Way? If you are elderly, disabled or have children, 
that would be far more convenient to all the shops 
and arcades. 

Mrs Maureen Poole, Sully. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


Let us know your thoughts 
on what is going on in 
the Vale - contact us: 

Qemeditoria\@tind\enews. co. uk 


A BITTER PILL 
TO SWALLOW 

T he 4.8 per cent hike in the Vale of 
Glamorgan council tax is one of 
the highest above inflation increas¬ 
es in the UK. 

Council leader Neil Moore said that the Vale was 
one of the lowest funded in Wales. If the council is 
struggling financially, then surely the message must 
be passed on to the Welsh Government in Cardiff 
Bay, who are responsible for funding local govern¬ 
ment. 

Why doesn’t the local AM stand up for the peo¬ 
ple of the Vale, some of whom are hard pressed to 
pay these increases? 

This is a bitter pill to swallow when Cardiff 
Council have confirmed it will freeze council tax. 

Name and address supplied 

Recycling: 
well done! 

M ay I, through the pages of your 
paper, congratulate both resi¬ 
dents and council waste collec¬ 
tion staff for making the Vale the second 
best council in south Wales for recycling. 

We outperformed all our neighbouring councils 
with a 58 per cent recycling rate (Cardiff 52 per 
cent; Rhondda Cynon Taf 45 per cent; Bridgend 57 
per cent). 

Coun Rob Curtis 

Cabinet member for the environment and 
visible services. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL APRIL 4) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

28 Thur 

06.54 

10.2 

19.13 

10.1 

29 Fri 

07.33 

10.3 

19.54 

10.2 

30 Sat 

08.11 

10.1 

20.33 

10.0 

31 Sun 

09.51 

9.8 

22.14 

9.7 

01 Mon 

10.37 

9.4 

23.00 

9.3 

02 Tues 

11.24 

8.9 

23.51 

8.7 

03 Wed 



12.25 

8.2 

04 Thur 

00.59 

8.2 

13.46 

7.9 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


‘PCC not just 
about complaints’ 


Shh...be careful 
what you say! 


‘Use funds to fight 
animal cruelty 
on the front line’ 
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Deadline for health 
petition could be 
Easter weekend 


A petition which 
insists that essential 
services at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend 
must be protected, 
is likely to be closed 
this weekend. 

The petition was 
sparked because of fears 
that services could be 
downgraded, affecting 
people in the western 
Vale. 

Coun Gwyn John of 
Llantwit Major, said: 
“The petition will be 
discussed at our town 
council on Thursday 
(today) and it may be 
wound up on March 
31.” 

Local businesses and 
councillors have been 
collecting signatures 
from members of the 
public over the past five 
weeks. 

The petition states 
that residents of 
Llantwit Major and dis¬ 
trict ''strongly object to 
changes at A and E and 
maternity services at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital, and that it 
should be a centre of 
excellence for the 
public’". 

Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg University 
Health Board has 
emphasised that no deci¬ 
sions have been made 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


with regard to the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital. 

On February 8, a 
protest march took place 
through Bridgend 
attended by an estimated 
250 people. 

At the time, a spokes¬ 
woman explained: 

“Along with other health on board with petitions, 
boards in south Wales, such as in Colwinston, 


momentum. A decision 
will have to be made as 
to whom the petition 
should be presented to. 

Coun John said: “It 
may be presented to the 
Health Minister at the 
Senedd. 

“I also understand 
that there are other areas 


ABM University Health 
Board carried out a 12- 
week period of public 
engagement at the end 
of last year to talk about 
possible ideas for future 
changes to some hospi¬ 
tal services in south 
Wales. 

“No decisions, or even 
detailed proposals, have 
yet been made. No pro¬ 
posals suggested the clo¬ 
sure of any hospitals or 
emergency medicine 
departments. 

“We are working 
together as health boards 
because some hospital 
services need to be 
reconfigured to improve 
the quality and reliability 
of care we give patients 
in the future.” 

A public meeting at 
Llantonian Hall on 
February 21 drew 65 
concerned residents of 
the western Vale, and 
the petition grew 


the Valleys, and 


Bridgend.” 

The health boards are 
likely to put forward 
proposals on a reorgani¬ 
sation of services in 
early May. 

That will be followed 
by an eight-week con¬ 
sultation. 

Coun John added: 
“There will then be pub¬ 
lic meetings in Llantwit 
and Cowbridge, at 
which people will be 
able to put their views 
forward.” 


Memories of a 
Group Captain 


A MEETING of 
Cowbridge USA was 
held at the town hall 
on March 13, and 
included a talk by 
Ron Powell, entitled 
‘Group Captain - 
from Hanoi to Barry 
Island’. 

Like many RAF per¬ 
sonnel at St Athan, on 
retirement Ron settled in 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
and expressed his pleas¬ 
ure at living in the area. 

His talk illustrated the 
many challenges 

involved in training 
pilots and overcoming 
the need to come to 
terms with changes 
demanded by new tech¬ 


nology. The fact that on 
this occasion he was 
able to also overcome 
the breakdown of the 
USA’s technology was a 
tribute to his profession¬ 
al response to a crisis! 
He held the audience 
totally captivated for an 
hour. 

The next meeting will 
be in the usual venue of 
the Town Hall at 2pm on 
April 10, when the sub¬ 
ject will be ‘Reflections 
on Naval chaplaincy’ by 
the Rev. Michael 
Wishart. 

Due to numbers, please 
remember to bring your 
membership cards, or if 
a guest, join soon! 

TB 


Bonnets, beanie hats 

- and a secret ballot! 


THERE was a 
plethora of eggs, 
chickens, feathers, 
flowers and Easter 
bunnies on display 
at the March meet¬ 
ing of 

Southerndown WI! 

Members had used 
their many creative 
skills and taken up the 
challenge to attend the 
meeting wearing an 
Easter bonnet. An 
assortment of sun hats, 
wedding hats, gardening 
hats - and even beanie 
hats - had been 
adorned, creating 
amusement for all. 

A secret ballot was 
held to vote for the best 
bonnet and Linda’s 
eggshell-covered cre¬ 
ation was the outright 
winner - despite a few 
shells falling to the floor 


during the more formal 
proceedings of the 
evening. 

An Easter egg was 
the prize although, in 
the circumstances, a 
tube of super glue may 
have been more appro¬ 
priate! 

The president, 

Meryl, managed to 
restore order to guide us 
through the news from 
the Glamorgan 
Federation of WIs. 

Discussions were 
held regarding the 
National Federation’s 
photographic competi¬ 
tion, with its theme of 
inspirational women 
and a suggestion was 
made to hold a croquet 
evening during the sum¬ 
mer months. 

Dates of trips will be 
provided at future meet¬ 
ings. A plan was put in 



Would you like an honest, reliably 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home! 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. , 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 


place to introduce small 
groups to follow specific 
interests, with the aim of 
continuing the WI’s phi¬ 
losophy of inspiring 
women. 

Suggestions included 
a book club, water¬ 
colour painting and 
embroidery, among oth¬ 
ers. 

The committee will 
aim to schedule events 
in the coming months 
and all members will be 
welcome to attend. 

The main area for 
discussion was the 
forthcoming Link meet¬ 
ing, when we invite spe¬ 
cific local WIs to join 
us. 

Our evening will 
incorporate a mixture of 
words and music, with 
invitations being sent 
out by the end of March 
for the meeting that will 
take place in June. 

Tea and coffee were 
served, along with cakes 
and savouries, while 
Olwyn provided a quiz 
that included some 
mind-stretching riddles 
to round off a thorough¬ 
ly enjoyable evening. 

The next meeting 
will include hands-on 
flower arranging and 
will take place on 
Thursday, April 11, at 
7.15 pm in the Church 
Hall, St Brides Major. 

PM 


Bonvilston 

burglary 

POLICE are inves¬ 
tigating a burglary 
at a house near 
Bonvilston, between 
2 pm and 4 pm on 
Monday (March 
25). 

Among electrical 
items stolen were an 
X-Box, a black i-Pad 
3, a Sony SLRA230 
digital camera, an i- 
Phone 3 and a black 
Pioneer Bln Ray DVD 
player. 

Anyone with infor¬ 
mation is asked to con¬ 
tact Barry CID on 
01446 731606, 101, or 
Crimestoppers (free) 
on 0800 555111, quot¬ 
ing reference number 
62130088960. 


Llanblethian residents 
on a clean up mission 



A BAKER’S dozen 
of hearty and will¬ 
ing residents set out 
from Llanblethian 
Church Hall on 
Saturday, March 
23, armed with 
pickers, sturdy red 
gloves, black bags, 
a trained eye for lit¬ 
ter, and safety guid¬ 
ance from the Vale 
Council. 

It was organised by 
the Llanblethian 
Community Group 
(LCG) and four groups 
covered the main village 
- one of these was north 
along path 46 towards 
the ‘Eye Well’. 

A LCG spokesman 
said: “There is so much 
that could be done to 
improve the area around 
the ‘Eye Well’, as it has 
particular historical sig¬ 
nificance. 

“We found it was lit¬ 
tered with heavy items, 
including an old car 
wheel. 

“The group returned 
with 17 bags of litter. A 
massive thanks must go 
to Coun Geoff Cox, who 
arranged for the Vale 
Council to supply the 
residents with the neces¬ 
sary equipment for this 
worthwhile activity. 

“Beverly and Dick 
Tonkin worked hard to 
provide sustenance at the 
end of the litter pick in 
the form of hot drinks 
and cakes. We were also 
joined by Vale MP Alun 
Cairns. 

“Llanblethian 
Community Group 
would like to give a spe¬ 
cial thanks to Mike 
Wilcock who took the 
picture of our volun¬ 
teers. 

“Everyone agreed the 
initiative had been very 
successful and that we 
should arrange another 
litter pick soon.” 


Burglars hit 
three houses 
in same street 

POLICE in Llanharan are appealing for 
information after three neighbours were 
targeted by burglars on the same day. 

Burglars forced entry to each of the detached 
properties in Parc Bryn Derwyn, Llanharan, 
between 1pm and 5pm on March 9 and a number 
of items were taken, such as car keys, cash and jew¬ 
ellery. 

Contact 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555 111 if you have information. 


ABOVE: Llanblethian residents set out on their litter pick. 

(PHOTOGRAPH by MIKE WILCOCK). 


Herb expert’s lecture 
to Cowbridge group 


A PACKED St 
Quentin’s Suite at 
the Bear Hotel in 
Cowbridge on 
Wednesday, March 
20, was enthralled 
by a talk on ‘The 
World of Herbs’ by 
guest speaker, 
Jekka Me Vicar. 

This was no ordi¬ 
nary horticultural 
lecture - Jekka’s 
presentation covered 
a fascinating insight 
into the history of 
herbs, growing them, 
cooking with them, 
curing ailments with 
them, even spicing up 
your love life with 
them. 

Jekka is a senior 
figure in the Royal 
Horticultural Society 
and is a multi-gold 
award winner at the 
Chelsea Flower Show. 

She is currently 
establishing a ‘her- 
boretum’ at her herb 
farm in Gloucester, 
but was able to take 
the time to come to 
Cowbridge to speak 
after the Cowbridge 
Physic Garden’s 
annual meeting. 



ABOVE: 

Mrs Jo Homfray (left) and Mrs Rose Clay 
(right) with Jekka McVicar at the St 
Quentin’s Suite. 

Chair of the Physic other interested par- 


Garden, Mrs Jo 
Homfray, comment¬ 
ed: “I’m thrilled that 
Jekka has been able 
to join us this evening 
and share her passion 
for herbs with us. 

“It’s especially 
pleasing that so many 
of our members and 


ties have been able to 
hear her talk.” 

The next event for 
Cowbridge Physic 
Garden is the ever- 
popular plant sale 
which takes place in 
Old Hall gardens on 
Saturday, April 27. 

MARTYN HURST 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna DVM, MRCVS 
Mrs Sonia Susanna DVM, MRCVS 

Special Offer: 

Your kitten or puppy 

vaccinated, flea 
treated, wormed 
and identichipped 
all for only £51.06 

APRIL OFFER 

10% OFF Cat, Dog & Rabbit Neutering 

Please email us at: westfarmvets@hotmail.co.uk 

so that we may update you on our latest offers, 
boosters and worming reminders 



North Road, 
Cowbridge 
01446 774016 


Poundfield, 
Llantwit Major 
01446 794972 
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Home Comforts 
Furniture Warehouse 

EASTER 
EGG HUNT 

Spot the Easter Egg 
in storef and win a 
EIO voucher for any 
furniture item! 

Spring Clean Offer! 

All our Solid Pine 
and Oak reduced! 


HOME 

COMFORTS 


still be the case under 
the new contract. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
said: “The new heli¬ 
copter search and res¬ 
cue base at St Athan is 
also good news for the 
St Athan Enterprise 
Zone which is focused 
on the aerospace sec¬ 
tor. 

“It will be valuable 
in enhancing the local 
economy.” 


Choir 
heads to 
Cyprus 

COWBRIDGE 
Male Voice Choir 
fly out to financial¬ 
ly-troubled Cyprus 
on March 31, for a 
week-long tour 
when it will per¬ 
form two main con¬ 
certs for charities. 

The first will take 
place on April 2 at the 
British Sovereign Base 
in Dhekela, Southern 
Cyprus when all pro¬ 
ceeds from the concert 
will go to the Help the 
Heroes Fund. 

The second concert 
will take place in north¬ 
ern Cyprus at Bellapais 
Abbey, and the proceeds 
will be distributed to 


Cowbridge Senior 
Citizens’ meeting 


ABOVE: Irene Jenkins, Mavis Ashford, Alun Cairns, 
Patricia Prothero and Eleanor Watkins. 


AT the meeting 
held on Thursday, 
March 21, all pres¬ 
ent were delighted 
to hear that MP 
Alun Cairns had 
accepted our invi¬ 
tation to become 
president of our 
branch. 

The speaker at the 


meeting was Neil 
Tomlins community fire 
safety officer, 
Llantrisant, who gave a 
very helpful and con¬ 
structive talk on the 
dangers that we should 
be aware of in and 
around our homes. 

He gave a demonstra¬ 
tion of what is available 
from the Fire Service, 
eg fire and smoke 


alarms, alarms for deaf 
people, and special safe¬ 
ty ashtrays, to prevent 
cigarette fires. 

There were informa¬ 
tion sheets concerning 
kitchen safety (the most 
likely place for a fire to 
start in the home), elec¬ 
trical fires and naked 
lights etc. 

Especially interesting 
was advice about having 
smoke alarms tested 
regularly, and working 
out an escape plan to 
vacate your property. 

Our next meeting is 
at the Lesser Hall, at 
1.30pm on Thursday, 
April 18, when we hope 
to have a visit from stu¬ 
dents from the music 
department of Atlantic 
College. 

Mavis Ashford 


Bridge results 

RESULTS for Cowbridge and District 
(Llanbledddian) Bridge Club, Tuesday, 
March 19: 

1st Pam Higgs and Brenda Grove 
66.82%; 2nd Luba Ashworth and Sheena 
Sarjeant 60.45%; 3rd Hugh Williams and 
Pauline Lane 59.02%. ME 


New Accessories 
Galore! 

§5<*on production of this advert! 


V 


COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd’\ 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Easter serv¬ 
ices 

THE Easter Sunday 
dawn service will take 
place at St Mary Hill 
Church at 6.30am, fol¬ 
lowed by breakfast. 
Everyone will be wel¬ 
come. 

St Ganna’s 

ST CANNA’S Church, 
Llangan, will celebrate 
Easter Sunday at 
6.30pm. A service of 
songs of praise will 
take place on Sunday, 
March 31. 

Saron Chapel 


THIS year, Saron 
Chapel, Treoes, will 
celebrate Easter 

Sunday at Ham; offici¬ 
ating minister. Rev 
Richard Roberts. As 
always, a warm wel¬ 
come will be extended 
to everyone. 

Draw winners 

ST MARY HILL 100 
Club spring draw win¬ 
ners were: Miss Evie 
Vaughan-Jones, Mrs B 
Barrat, Isobel 

Townsend, Jack Hall 
and Mrs L Williams. 
The next draw will take 
place in June. 


Vale 
Council 
cabinet 
comes to 
town 

THE cabinet of the 
Vale Council will be 
bringing one of its 
‘on the road’ meet¬ 
ings to Cowbridge 
on Monday, April 
22 . 

The cabinet meeting 
will begin at 6pm in 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School, 
and it will be followed 
by a question and 
answer session. 

The evening is sched¬ 
uled to finish at 8pm. 


Search 

and 

rescue 

move 


(CONTINUED 
EROM PAGE 1 
TwoAgustaWestland 
AW189 helicopters will 
fly from the new 
search and rescue base 
at St Athan, and Mr 
Cairns says that it will 
result in improved fly¬ 
ing times and better 
coverage of high-risk 
areas across south 
Wales and the Bristol 
Channel. 

At the moment, 
there are 10 search 
and rescue centre in 
the UK, and that will 


4A WEST WINDS BUSINESS PARK, LLANGAN, 


local charities by the 
Abbey authorities. 


Nr COWBRIDGE, CF35 SDR Next to Llangan Primary School 
Free Parking and Complimentary Coffee! 

Tel. 01656 861120 • www.homecomfortsfw.co.uk 


The choir returns 
home on April 6 and will 
immediately prepare for 
their concert on Saturday 
May 11 at Llantillo 
Croesseny. 



Dancing - and egg 
rolling at Y Bont Faen 


FOR the past two 
weeks, pupils in 
year-6 at Y Bont 
Faen have been 
rehearsing an 
amazing piece of 
modern dance, to 
perform at both the 
Sherman Theatre, 
Cardiff and the 
Memorial Theatre, 
in Barry. 

Both performances 
were outstanding, 
receiving incredible 
receptions. A huge 
llongyfarchiadau - con¬ 
gratulations to the pupils 
and also to Miss Jones 
for helping them create 
their work. 

Red Nose Day was an 
exciting time for pupils’ 
decorated egg rolling 
with the PTA. 

“Lots of eggs were 
brought in - we’ve near¬ 
ly got rid of the smell. 
The eggs took their 
chances as they were 
rolled.. .or pushed in 
some cases, down the 
hill! The furthest rolled 
egg won a prize donated 
by the PTA - so there 
was a lot at stake! 

“The eggs, the crafty 
cakes and the costumes 
for Red Nose Day were 
wonderful and on behalf 
of the PTA we’d like to 
thank you all for taking 
such an active part!” a 
spokesperson said. 



‘COME, LET US 
ENTERTAIN YOU 

say Autumn Sounds 


AUTUMN 
SOUNDS is appear¬ 
ing at Llantonian 
Hall on Saturday, 
April 6, with the 
curtain going up at 
7.30pm. 

The group is more of 
an entertainment ensem¬ 
ble, han a choir and has 
been inspired by 
Marianne Harman to 
give people in their more 
mature years, the chance 
to shine on stage. 

She told The GEM: 
“We have artists from 
Llantwit and around the 
Vale who have given 
their time and talents to 
help the first show in our 
home town. 

“The aim of the group 
was to get people inter¬ 
ested in getting out of the 
house, meeting new peo¬ 
ple and going on stage 


for the first time in their 
lives.” 

Marianne has lived in 
Llantwit Major since the 
1960s and, over the 
years, has taken part in 
many local pantomimes, 
summer shows and plays. 

She said: “The 

Pantomime Society 
recently folded and with 
it the legacy us ‘oldies’ 
left. People have said 
there is apathy in 
Llantwit and the sense of 
community has gone. 

“I know things change 
and people would prefer 
to watch reality shows, 
but I wonder if we can 
change that for one night. 

“It is going to be a 
case of no remote con¬ 
trols for a few hours!” 

People can pay on the 
door or buy tickets at 
Chris Williams opti¬ 
cian ’s. 


Easter in 
the park 

EAMILIES can get 
involved in an Easter 
egg hunt around 
Bryngarw Country 
Park from 10am - 
12pm on March 30 
and 31, at 
Brynmenyn. 

Families will follow a 
map around the park, 
take part in Easter 
games, and meet special 
guests along the way. 

Full details online at 
www.grandpavilion. co. u 
k or on 01656 815995. 


Did you 
know you 
can read 
your GEM 
online? 
cowbridge- 
today.co. uk 
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YOUNG COUPLE’S DESPAIR AFTER 
TRIP TO LEISURE CENTRE... 


^Our disabled son has 
a right to his dignity’ 


A YOUNG Barry 
mother has told The 
GEM she was 
“shocked” at the 
treatment of her 
teenage son, who 
suffers from cere¬ 
bral palsy, during a 
trip to the local 
leisure centre. 

It led Parkwood 
Community Leisure to 
issue a fulsome apology 
to the family, stressing 
that the company had 
learned lessons from 
what had happened. 

The parents decided 
they should not be identi¬ 
fied in The GEM’s report 
in order to preserve their 
son’s anonymity. 

The mother explained: 
“We visited Barry 
Leisure Centre with our 
son, who is a wheelchair 
user, so we could use the 
swimming pool. 

“The usual disabled 
changing facilities were 
doubling up as a first aid 
room because of building 
work for the new cafe 


area. 

“We didn’t think that 
was a problem - just a 
case of moving a few 
first aid items from the 
bed there, and changing 
our son. 

“But, there were also 
no electrics or lights 
available in the room.” 

Changing a teenage 
boy in poor light wasn’t 
feasible, so the couple 
spoke to a member of 
staff. 

“The pool attendant 
said she would summon 
the manager, and sug¬ 
gested we could either 
leave the door open, or 
try doing it in the dark. 

“I wondered whether 
the children and adults 
swimming in the chil¬ 
dren’s pool really wanted 
to see two unknown 
adults in a state of 
undress, and why our son 
should be in lull view 
giving him no privacy.” 

The couple decided a 
lack of dignity for then- 
son wasn’t acceptable so 
an alternative was found. 

“We were moved to 


COMMUNITY NEWS 
ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


THE spring 

newsletter of the 
Heritage Coast 
came out this last 
week showing pic¬ 
tures of the dread¬ 
ful flooding which 
took place in 
Dunraven, and also 
the story of what 
the area was like 
during World War 
Two. 

THE children of the St 
Brides Major Primary 
School recently took a 
morning walk through 
part of the village and 
later in the afternoon I 
was invited to answer 
their questions on the 
history of what they had 
observed. It is good that 
the school and children 
are taking an interest in 
their locality. 

SATURDAY, March 
16 was the first 
anniversary of the 
opening of the commu¬ 
nity link library service 
held in the church hall 
since the Mobile 
Library was discontin¬ 
ued. 

The morning of cele¬ 
bration was well 
attended and everyone 
enjoyed the welcome 
cup of tea and Welsh 
cakes. 

Also it was a chance 
to meet author Leela 
Dutt and to hear about 
her work. 

If you haven’t been 
to visit the library yet, 
do pop in and see what 
there is on offer. 


Five boxes of new 
books are collected 
every month from the 
Vale Library to ensure 
a fresh selection - from 
fiction and biographies 
to historical, crime and 
thrillers, as well as a 
good selection of chil¬ 
dren’s and teens’ sto¬ 
ries. 

The library is also 
building up a range of 
travel, cookery, hob¬ 
bies and local history 
section. 

Why travel to 
Llantwit or Bridgend 
when you can have the 
community library on 
your doorstep? You 
can also purchase your 
green waste bags and 
blue bags at the library. 

Library opening 
hours - Wednesday 
3.30pm-7pm, Friday 
10.30am-11.30am, 
Saturday lOam-noon. 

Sunday March 24 was 
Palm Sunday and the 
start of Holy Week with 
service in St Bridget’s at 
11 am. 

At the last community 
council meeting on 
Monday 11 at All Saints, 
Southerndown it was 
proposed that the village 
once again enter the 
Best Kept Village 
Competition. 

The village last won 
the competition in 1993 
and a lot has happened 
over the last 20 years, 
but if everyone pulled 
together, St Brides could 
do it again - so why not 
have a go? 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 

the family changing area, 
and found only one cubi¬ 
cle was wide enough to 
allow a wheelchair in. 

“On returning from 
the pool, this changing 
room was not available. 

“The pool attendant 
told us we should give 
him a shower first whilst 
we waited. 

“However, there was 
no way I was sitting him 
on the floor of the show¬ 
ering area as it was filthy 
and had black mould in 
places and no shower 
chair was available. 

“She said there was 
nothing else she could 
suggest. 

“We ended up strug¬ 
gling to change our son 
in the middle of the 
changing room corridor, 
on the dirty floor in full 
view of people and in 
front of the lockers mak¬ 
ing it difficult for people 
to access their clothes. 

“I was extremely upset 
by the situation. 

“The thing I found 
upsetting more than any¬ 
thing else was the dis¬ 
crimination he faced 
because he was not able 
bodied. 

“He was expected to 
be changed either in full 
view of people with no 
privacy, or lie on a grub¬ 
by floor because the 
leisure centre had made 
the decision to ignore the 
needs of its disabled cus¬ 
tomers. 

“Where was his right 
to dignity?” 

She explained: “My 
son loves swimming. It is 
the only form of exercise 
he can do - he can’t 
move from the waist 
down, and the exercise 
helps to tone his mus¬ 
cles.” 


The mother said that 
she and her husband both 
work, and bringing up 
their son had been an 
exhausting experience 
and had involved having 
to fight for equipment 
such as a specially-adapt¬ 
ed bed he can use at 
home. 

To endure the experi¬ 
ence at the leisure centre 
has left them in despair. 

They have been in 
touch with the Vale 
Council and Parkwood 
Community Leisure to 
explain how upsetting 
the experience was. 

She added: “From 
now on, we are likely to 
go to pools in Cardiff or 
Bridgend. One thing I am 
sure of is, we will never 
visit the centre again.” 

Parkwood 
Community Leisure, 
which runs Barry 
Leisure Centre, told 
The GEM it was very 
disappointed that the 
family did not experi¬ 
ence the high levels of 
customer care that it 
expected to deliver. 

In a written apology to 
the teenager and his 
mother and father, the 
area manager, John de 
Maid said the company 
was “deeply sorry’’ for 
what had happened. 

Mr de Maid said: “It 
is with regret that your 
son was not afforded the 
same standard of chang¬ 
ing facilities as other 
users, and I want to reas¬ 
sure you that this is not 
the attitude held by 
employees of Barry 
Leisure Centre and, 
indeed, Parkwood 
Community Leisure. 

“We take a pride in 
equal opportunities and 
are deeply sorry that this 
was not evident during 
your visit. 

“I would also like to 


express regret for the 
lack of communication 
between staff and cus¬ 
tomers, which led to 
these circumstances and 
made a bad situation 
worse. ’’ 

Mr de Maid explained 
that works to the leisure 
centre had led to confu¬ 
sion. 

“As you have become 
aware, Barry Leisure 
Centre is seeing some 
exciting changes to 
improve the service and 
facilities offered. 

“Although every effort 
has been made to ensure 
high standards, unfortu¬ 
nately these develop¬ 
ments have caused some 
operational issues during 
this overhaul. 

“I believe the decision 
to use the disabled 
changing room as a tem¬ 
porary first aid room was 
made in haste, without 
consideration and, 
indeed, was a mistake on 
our part. 

“We have now relo¬ 
cated the first aid room 
and brought the disabled 
changing room back into 
full service, after having 
the electrical fault 
addressed. 

“In addition, we have 
ensured the cleanliness 
issues you have pointed 
out have also been 
resolved and more 
resource is being put into 
this area during busy 
periods. ” 

Mr de Maid offered 
his “sincere apologies’’, 
adding that lessons had 
been learned. 


Total of £485 raised for charity 

First Responders’ 
Llantonian evening 


The East Vale First 
Responders raised 
£485 at a special 
night at Llantonian 
Hall, cash that will 
go to heart and can¬ 
cer related charities. 

Spokesman Byron 
Evans said: “We held an 
Abba and Friends 
evening which was really 
well supported. About 80 
people were there. 

“A lot were in fancy 
dress as John Tavolta, 
Del Boy and other char¬ 
acters. 

“An auction was held 
too. We want to thank 
Hair Studio and Celtic 
Cameras of Bridgend for 
getting behind the 


event. 

Money was also raised 
thanks to Breast Cancer 
ribbons made by 
Carolyne Risby. 

Byron added: “On 
June 15 there is going to 
be a summer ball at St 
Athan Golf Club on 
behalf of British Heart 


Foundation.” 

In the past work 
through British Heart 
Foundation by former 
Llantwit Major mayor, 
Molly Lane, helped pro¬ 
vide funds for defibrilla¬ 
tors in Llantwit and 
Cowbridge which helped 
to save local lives. 


Scarves for all! 

WITH demonstrations of different lengths and 
widths of beautiful scarves, Vale NFU Ladies 
had a fascinating time with entertainer for the 
evening, Rosemary Scaddon. 

Linda Williams gave the vote of thanks. 
Chairperson, Janet Lewis, said that a letter had 
been received from the Alzheimer’s research 
charity thanking the ladies for a £400 donation. 



Vale AM Jane Hutt took part in the Walk for Life recently with among 
others, in the centre of the back row, Colin (left) and Alan (right). 

‘He ain’t heavy - 

he’s my brother’ 

ALAN DONATES 
KIDNEY TO COLIN 


THERE’S a famous 
song by the Hollies 
- ‘He ain’t heavy, 
he’s my brother’ - 
that that could 
have been written 
for two brothers 
from Barry. 

When Colin 

Peterson discovered his 
kidneys were closing 
down during a routine 
medical check-up, in 
stepped older brother 
Alan (62) to donate one 
of his own own. 

The Vale Assembly 
Member, Jane Hutt, 
who met both men dur¬ 
ing the annual Kidney 
Wales’ Walk for Life in 
Barry on March 17, 
hailed Alan’s selfless¬ 
ness. 

“This is a wonderful 
story of a Barry man 
donating a kidney to 
his brother who was 
suffering from kidney 
disease. Alan is a kid¬ 
ney donor hero.” 

Colin (56) certainly 
agrees: “Alan really 
went through it - some¬ 
times it is worse for the 
donor. 

“I discovered the 
kidneys were closing 
down during a medical 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


check-up that I needed 
to hold onto my heavy 
goods’ licence. 

“My wife desperate- 
lywanted to help me 
and my son, Lyndon 
and daughter, Emily, 
but Alan was the best 
match. 

“I had the operation 
n November 11 at 
Heath Hospital. 

“We went in togeth¬ 
er on the Sunday and 
had the operation on 
the Monday. 

“Alan went down an 
hour before me, and I 
was down there for 
four hours 

“An hour or two 
after the op, we were 
both sitting up chatting 
together. We’ve spoken 
every day since. 

“The team in the 
transplant unit are 
wonderful, wonderful 
people.” 

The brothers are 
both well known in the 
town, due to their long 
association with the 
Sea View Lads Angling 
Club. Alan is also the 
popular manager of 
The Grapevine in the 


Romilly area of the 
town. 

Alan said that when 
he found out Colin’s 
health was in serious 
danger, he had no hesi¬ 
tation in making the 
sacrifice. 

“Colin’s kidneys 
were diseased and it 
looked like he would 
need dialysis, so I’ve no 
regrets about donating 
my kidney. 

“The transplant 
team are wonderful, 
excellent. They have all 
the back-up and could¬ 
n’t do enough.” 

Jane Hutt pointed 
out that there were 
large numbers of peo¬ 
ple who were suscepti¬ 
ble to kidney problems. 

“Over three million 
people in the UK are at 
risk of kidney disease. 

“The Walk for Life 
helps to raise funds for 
research and remind us 
all that promoting an 
active lifestyle by walk¬ 
ing or running is 
important to prevent ill 
health and kidney dis¬ 
ease. 

“It is great that this 
successful event takes 
place every year in 
Barry.” 
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£100 a 
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PENDOYLAN’S PASSION FOR FASHION 






Report and photos by 

DREW JOHN 


A fashion show, in association with John 
Lewis, was held at the Copthorne Hotel on 
March 16 to raise funds for Pendoylan 
Church in Wales Primary School. 

The Cardiff branch of John Lewis generously fit¬ 
ted and dressed over 50 pupils and parents in some 
dazzling outfits from their spring/summer 2013 col¬ 
lection. 

It was a wonderfully stylish evening, with lots of 
hair and beauty stalls providing tips and selling their 
wares, including The Hair Business, Cowbridge, 
who donated their time and expertise, styling every 
model and making them all look amazing! 

The evening was such fun, raising lots of money 
for the school fund, and we thank everyone involved 
in making it such a success; in particular: John 
Lewis, the Copthorne Hotel, Bobbi Brown, Kiehls, 
Tony Wilson and the Hair Business Cowbridge. 


Difficulty 

Hearing? 

«•#»«# 'yl“- f# • 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides;. 


The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•The World’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 


Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth,CF64 BEE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 


HEODCKE 


Reclamation & Building Salvage 






:3k. 


01656 648936 

Bridgend Industrial Estate (Rear of Celtic Tyres) CF31 3AQ 


www.theodorereclamation.co.uk 

Open Bank Holiday 

Friday 29lh, Saturday 30th & Monday ist April 8.30am - 12 noon 
Weekends 8.30am - 12.15pm; Weekdays 8.30am - 4.15pm 
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PROTECTING THE VULNERABLE IN TOUGH TIMES 

Forecast for the economy 
as bleak as the weather 


T he chill 
winds of 
March 2013 
somehow reflect the 
difficult times we 
are facing, as we 
enter a new finan¬ 
cial year, with grim 
economic prospects, 
now and in the 
future. 

This was the view of 
the Institute of Fiscal 
Studies, as the impact of 
the Chancellor's Budget 
last week was analysed. 

From April 1, the new 
timetable of UK 
Government cuts and 
changes to tax and bene¬ 
fits will be faced by 
many who are working, 
by those who are seek¬ 
ing work, as well as 
those who are vulnera¬ 
ble. 

This will include those 
who will be subject to 
the ‘Bedroom Tax’, 
affecting over 650 
households in the Vale. 

In the UK as a whole, 
this affects almost 
540,000 households with 
one spare bedroom and 
120,000 households with 
two spare bedrooms los¬ 
ing 14 per cent and 25 
per cent of their housing 
benefit respectively. 

How are these house¬ 
holds going to manage? 
The advice services, like 
CAB, have been able to 
provide specialist advice 


with the support of 
Legal Aid. They will 
lose that vital source of 
support on April 1. 

Child benefit and 
working tax credit will 
also be frozen by the UK 
Government. 

The new £10,000 
threshold helping lower 
paid tax payers in Wales 
is welcome, yet some of 
the richest people in the 
country will get big tax 
cuts from April 1. 

We called on the 
Chancellor to increase 
investment in our infra¬ 
structure with a boost to 
our capital funding, to 
enable us to invest in 
transport, schools, hous¬ 
ing, flood protection. 

The disappointing 
news on Budget day was 
to hear that they are cut¬ 
ting our revenue budg¬ 
ets. These have already 
been costed to fund our 
public services next year 
and the following year. 

Now we will have to 
find another £3 2m from 
April 1, and over £80m 
from April 2014. 

Overall, we face a real 
terms cut to our Welsh 
Government Budget of 
£1.7bnby 2014-15-as 
a result of this spending 
round and last week's 
Budget. 

Yes, we received some 
consequentials as a 
result of a new scheme 
for house buyers, but it 
is in the form of loans 
and equity investment. 


Wcgllsih 



by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 

(Minister for Finance and 
^ Leader of the House) ^ 

We are already launch¬ 
ing our own NewBuy 
Cymru mortgage guaran¬ 
tee scheme, which will 
enable home buyers to 
access high loan-to- 
value mortgages pur¬ 
chasing 'new-build' 
houses or flats up to the 
value of £250,000 with a 
5 per cent deposit. That 
starts in June in Wales, 
backed by the Welsh 
Government. 

This will help to kick- 
start the housing sector 
and has been welcomed 
by house builders in 
Wales. 

We are also launching 
the £100m Housing 
Bond, to fund the provi¬ 


sion of 1,000 affordable 
homes to rent in Wales, 
following our boost in 
this year’s Budget for 
the social housing grant. 

We welcomed the fact 
that the Budget docu¬ 
ment referred to the con¬ 
tinuing discussions we 
are having with the UK 
Government on funding 
for improvements to the 
M4 in south Wales. 

This was positive, and 
we look forward to con¬ 
cluding those negotia¬ 
tions and hearing from 
the UK Government on 
the Silk Report for fur¬ 
ther opportunities for 
borrowing and tax devo¬ 
lution to stimulate the 
economy. 

But the Chancellor's 
growth forecast has been 
halved to 0.6% per cent. 
The forecasts for the 
next Spending Review 
for 2015/16 are grim. 
Our budget is shrinking, 
and so is the economy. 
Mary Powell-Chandler 
of Save the Children 
said on Budget day: 
“None of the measures 
announced today target 
the poorest children - 
‘aspiration nation’ rings 
hollow for poor families 
aspiring to work their 
way out of poverty.” 

In Barry, Molly 
Conway, of 

Gibbonsdown Residents 
Board, told a newspaper 
that scrapping the rise in 
fuel duty and bringing 
forward the introduction 


of a £144 flat rate pen¬ 
sion to 2016, would 
bring little comfort to 
pensioners and reminded 
us in this bitter weather, 
that there was no con¬ 
straint on big increases 
in gas and electricity 
prices. 

We have a moral 
responsibilty and com¬ 
mitment in the Welsh 
Government to do what 
we can to support chil¬ 
dren, young people, fam¬ 
ilies and pensioners 
through these tough 
times. 

That is why we found 
the money to meet the 
10 per cent cut in coun¬ 
cil tax benefit made by 
the UK Government. 

That is why we are 
keeping the educational 
maintenance allowances, 
the free school break¬ 
fasts, and concessionary 
fares. 

That is why we are 
funding jobs for young 
people and expanding 
our apprenticeship 
schemes and expanded 
Flying Start. 

But it is going to get 
harder and harder as we 
move into this financial 
year. Easter Monday will 
herald more austerity, 
hardship and insecurity 
for many. 

I am determined to use 
every lever and power to 
support people and busi¬ 
nesses through these 
uncertain times. 


Three-year ban 
for driver who 
jumped level 
crossing red light 


A MOTORIST who jumped a 
red light and weaved around 
the barriers at a level crossing, 
almost colliding with a pedes¬ 
trian in the process, has been 
banned from the road for three 
years, following a British 
Transport Police (BTP) inves¬ 
tigation. 

Patricia Ann King, aged 69, of 
Brook Vale, Pencoed, denied danger¬ 
ous driving but was found guilty on 
March 12, following a trial at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

King was sentenced to six months 
imprisonment, suspended for 18 
months, and was ordered to carry out 
150 hours of unpaid work on behalf of 
the community. She must also pay 
£750 prosecution costs and pass an 
extended driving test on completion of 
her three-year disqualification. 

The court was told that around 
11.30am on Friday, March 16 2012, 
King drove her silver Mercedes A- 
Class towards Pencoed level crossing 
on Hendre Road, Pencoed, when the 
automatic barriers began lowering. 

She then overtook a Ford pick-up 
truck that was waiting at the crossing 
before weaving through the barriers 
while the warning lights were flashing 
and the alarms sounding. 

The Mercedes almost struck a 
pedestrian who was crossing the road 
on the other side of the track, the court 
heard. Moments later, two passenger 
trains went through. 

Both occupants of the Ford pick-up 
were said to be shocked by her actions, 
with one describing King’s driving as 


“reckless and extremely dangerous - it 
was total and utter stupidity”. 

The incident was also witnessed via 
CCTV by the signalman working at 
Port Talbot signal box. He later con¬ 
firmed that Pencoed level crossing 
was fully operational and in perfect 
working order on the day in question. 

King admitted to being the owner 
and driver of the silver Mercedes A- 
Class, adding she was late for an 
appointment. 

PC Dave Miles, the officer in 
charge of the investigation, said: 
“King’s actions were reckless and 
extremely dangerous, and the severity 
of the sentence shows just how seri¬ 
ously the courts take this type of 
crime. 

“Her driving not only endangered 
her own life, but also the lives of oth¬ 
ers - no-one more so than the pedestri¬ 
an she very nearly collided with. Quite 
clearly, level crossing misuse is just 
not worth the few seconds you might 
save. 

“We continue to work closely with 
Network Rail to raise awareness and 
educate those who use level crossings 
on the dangers of misuse. 

“Level crossings - and other cross¬ 
ings where road, footpaths and rail 
cross - are designed to keep people 
safe and, when used correctly, that is 
exactly what they do. 

“However, drivers who willingly 
flout the law and place themselves and 
others in danger should be in no doubt 
that if caught doing so, they will be 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the 
law.” 


Superb up to HALF PRICE spring savings for your home and garden 



Shop online at Llantrisant, Cowbridge Road, RCT. CF72 8XU 
leekes.co.uk Telephone 0845 050 8240 

■ Sofas ■ CVting ■ Bods ■ Kttchons ■ Bathrooms ■ CarpoU ■ Intorlor Dosign ■ Homo Toxtilos ■ DocoraUtg 


Leekes 

You'ne home 
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Adding that 
touch to Red 


Commons 
Nose Day! 


Pupils’ Easter service at St Cadoc’s 



LLANCARFAN Primary 
School pupils enjoyed an uplift¬ 
ing spring walk to their Easter 
service at the historic St 
Cadoc’s church, home to 15th 
century paintings of St George 
and the Dragon. 

St Cadoc’s is a focal part of life 
for this top performing Vale school 
and an important part of pupil’s 
Easter Celebrations. Pupils read 
selected Easter verses, joining 
together with staff and the local 


community to celebrate in song! 

Llancarfan Primary School is 
also preparing for its annual 
Easter Duck Race to be held on 
April 12 at 4pm, which sees more 
than 1,000 ducks float down 
stream with prizes for first, second 
and third place up for grabs. 

“It’s always a fantastic after¬ 
noon for everyone; wellies are a 
must, and it’s a bit of a giggle see¬ 
ing the head in waders chasing 
ducks!” said Emma Marshman, 
parent and chairwoman of 


Llancarfan PTA. 

This year. The Pox and Hounds 
is putting on a special lunch menu 
to support the event and cakes will 
be on sale in the afternoon. 

Anyone wanting to help support 
Llancarfan PTA by sponsoring a 
duck, please contact Llancarfan 
Primary School or The Pox and 
Hounds, Llancarfan. Valuable 
funds raised will be going towards 
equipment for the school’s infor¬ 
mation technology curriculum. 

SH 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 
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COOIWIIRE CSnitE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


THE Vale MP, Alun Cairns, joined in the fun at Ysgol Y Bont Faen, in Cowbridge when 
visited the school on Red Nose Day. 

Afterwards, he reported: ‘‘The children all clearly enjoyed the egg decorating and fundrais¬ 
ing activities. As we all know. Comic Relief do a terrific job, helping change the lives of many 
thousands of people here in the UK and in Africa. ” 


WASHING 
MACHINES 
From £199 


CRAFT FAIR 

LAZY Sunday 

Afternoon Craft Fairs is 
bringing its hugely pop¬ 
ular craft fair to 
Cowbridge on Sunday, 
April 7. 

The event will take 
place at the town hall. 

There will be many 
stallholders selling a 
wide range of handmade 
and handcrafted items 
and there will be a char¬ 
ity raffle in aid of The 
Meningitis Trust. 

Entry is free on the 
day to the public, and 
just £12 for stall holders 
bookable in advance. 

To secure a space, 
email lazycraft® hot- 
mail, co.uk or call 01656 
768253. 


Girls’ business 
skills boost 
Velindre cause 

THREE friends from Pendoylan Primary 
School, aged nine, used their entrepre¬ 
neurial skills to raise money for Velindre 
Hospital. 

They first came up with the idea during playtime 
at school and started to write ideas down about what 
items they were going to make and sell to raise 
money. 

The outcome was each of them made a number of 
items to be sold at an event in Ystradowen in 
February, which was a great success. 

Plans are well under way for more events and 
their friends and family are very proud of them. 

ND 


OWLS 4 U AT THE 
BOYS’ BRIGADE! 



THE 2nd Llantwit Major 
Boys’ Brigade recently had a 
visit from Anne and Alan from 
Owls 4 U (who help rescued 
owls), who brought along six of 
their feathered friends to meet 
the boys and helpers. 

The boys spent an amazing evening 
finding out about owls and being 
offered the opportunity to get very 
close to these magnificent birds. 

The picture shows junior section 
boys - Henry, Owen, Sam and Luke - 


along with one of the leaders, 
Kayleigh. 

We would like to thank Anne and 
Alan for taking the time to visit us. It 
was a wonderful experience for the 
boys (and helpers!). 

The company currently has vacan¬ 
cies in all sections and is open to boys 
from year-1 upwards. Por more infor¬ 
mation please contact Debbie on 
(01446) 796208. 

Mrs D Chapman, 
Officer, 2nd Llantwit Major Boys’ 
Brigade 


Vale of 
Glamorgan 
bridge club 

RESULTS from 
Monday March 8 
(22 pairs): 

1st. Ray Smith & 
Gwynne Maddox 
66.50%; 2nd. John 
Henson & Geoff Tinkler 
64.39%; 3rd. Mike Best 
& Kevin Maddox 
60.25%; 4th. John Beard 
& Liam Sheridan 
59.32%; 5th. Vida 
Halford & Glyn 
Williams 57.82%; 6th. 
Debbie & Simon 
Richards 57.57%. 

As advised, the 2013 
AGM will take place on 
Monday, April 8, at 7pm 
prompt. BS 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
EVERY SATURDAY 
I UNTIL END OF APRIL I 

Only with this voucher 


I DISCOUNTS FOR THE! 
OVER 60s on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 

(Please ask in-store for details) 

ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER 


tL 


m 


3a TYNEWYDD road. Experienced 
KING square, BARRY flffTlTse 

(opposite new library) you with your 

Also large warehouse & snowroom purchases. 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am -5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


* TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 


NOTICE 

VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - 
SECTION 116 

TAKE NOTICE that the Vale of Glamorgan Council, as 
Highway Authority intends to apply to the Magistrates’ 
Court sitting at Fitzalan Place, Cardiff, CF24 ORZ on the 
2nd day of May 2013 at 10.00am for an order that the high¬ 
way at land which fronts the Vale Garage, The Herberts, 
Cowbridge in the Vale of Glamorgan which is shown 
hatched in black on the plan attached hereto, be authorised 
to be stopped up on the ground that it is unnecessary. 

Any person wishing to object to the stopping up of the 
Highway as described above may attend and be heard on 
the said date. 

The effect of the said order is shown on the plan attached 
hereto and a copy of this notice and the plan may be 
viewed at Civic Offices, Holton Road, Barry, Vale of 
Glamorgan and at the Docks Office, Subway Road, Barry, 
CF63 4RT on Monday - Friday between the hours of 
9.30am and 4.30pm 

Dated this 13th day of March, 2013. 

Debbie Maries, 

Head of Legal Services, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

Civic Offices, Holton Road, 

Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 4RU 
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VALE MP^s VIEWPOINT 
SEARCH AND RESCUE 
MOVE WILL GIVE BOOST 
TO LOCAL ECONOMY’ 


D o you know how 
far away the near¬ 
est helicopter 
search and rescue team is 
based? Earlier this week, 
the UK Government 
announced that a new 
£1.6bn contract for 
search and rescue heli¬ 
copter services which will 
see St Athan become one 
of the new bases for a 
state of the art search & 
rescue fleet. 

The Department for 
Transport has signed a con¬ 
tract with Bristow 
Helicopters Ltd to provide 
search and rescue helicopter 
services in the UK. 

Helicopters will be able to 
reach a larger area of the UK 
search and rescue region 
within one hour of take off 
from St Athan. 

Based on historic incident 
data, it is estimated that 
there will be an overall 
improvement in flying times 
to incidents of around 20 per 
cent (from 23 to 19 minutes). 

The Agusta Westland 
AW189 helicopters will fly 
from a new search & rescue 
base at St Athan, providing 
improved flying times and 
better coverage of high-risk 
areas across south Wales and 
the Bristol Channel. 
Currently, approximately 



Vale MP Alun 
Cairns reports to 
GEM readers 


70 per cent of high and very 
high risk areas within the UK 
search and rescue region are 
reachable by helicopter with¬ 
in 30 minutes. Under the new 
contract, approximately 85 
per cent of the same area 
would be reached within this 
time-frame. 

The new contract repre¬ 
sents a major investment by 
the Government in providing 
a search and rescue helicop¬ 
ter service, using the most- 
up-to-date helicopters and 
meeting the highest profes¬ 
sional standards. 

I’m really pleased that St 
Athan has been selected as 
one of only ten bases for 
search & rescue helicopter 
teams across the UK. This is 
excellent news and a further 
boost to the economy of the 


This investment, of course, 
follows the good news last 
month that the MoD base at 
St Athan will become the 
home for the Royal Signals. 

That commitment guaran¬ 
tees MoD funds in the area, 
with increased spend from 
soldiers through to contracts 
for local builders for struc¬ 
tural projects on site. 

The contract for the search 
and rescue service will help 
the local supply chain, pro¬ 
viding and sustaining skilled 
jobs. 

I’m certain that all these 
developments at St Athan 
will give a massive boost to 
the local community and 
wider economy of the Vale. 

It will, of course, be impor¬ 
tant to work with the local 
community to satisfy any 
concerns they may have 
about the arrival of the 
search and rescue base. 

On safety grounds, it must 
be acknowledged that this 
will be a major advantage for 
the Vale and south Wales. 

There had been concerns 
across the south Wales coast 
at the loss of the base at 
Chivenor, but I am pleased 
that the Government has 
responded more positively 
than we could have hoped for 
and has established the search 
and rescue base in the Vale. 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZINCr 

Don*c replace Che Just the Panes! 


Bro ken or Demaged Wtndowsf 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Loc ks? 
W»it The Latest Energy Saving GIsss? 


5 Yc 


All Glazing Sacked By Our 

fr Manufactur«rs Gua< 


te« 


0800 6121 118 


wc .Tjke saving fTv>ney f^ei-fecUy cleai 





WADE 

UPHOLSTERY 

A 90 yesnr 
reputation for 
quality lifetimes 
guarantee on all 
products 



IMPERIAL 

was £699.95 



SOFA MRP £1639 DISCOUNT PRICE £1049.95 
DOUBLE DISCOUNT PRICE £1159 95 


DISCOUNT PRICE £449.95 
DOUBLE DISCOUNT PRICE £399.95 


15^ 



RENOIR 

dining tsbie end 
4 chaira Waa 
£1 749.96 


DISCOUNT PRICE £1099.95 
DOUBLE DISCOUNT PRICE £989.95 


DOUBLE DISCOUNT 

Dft, MDItOOMS. SOTAS, DHIIHQ AND OCCMIOMAL 
FROM STOCK AND CARPETS 

THIS HOLIDAY VmBK-EHD 



CELEBRITY 

WOBURN 

Lift and Rise 
Was £1239.95 


DISCOUNT PRICE £929.95 
DOUBLE DISCOUNT £839.95 


AND AN EXTRA DISCOUNT 
ON BRANDED PRODUCTS 

THIS WEEKEND OET YOUR DOUBLE DISCOUNT AT 
THE PLACE FOR HOMES LLAMOOW COWBRIDGE 



NORMAL OPFNINC HOURS: MON.TUTS.VVTO I FRI 9»m-5 • OPEN lATF FVWY THURSDAY hiwAf-r, SAT UJN I 

OPEN GOOD FRIDAY lO OO- S.IO EASTER HOKOAY 10^5 30 • CLOSED EASTER SUNDAY 

Unit I • Retail Area • LJandow Irvd. Est • Nr Cowbridge 
sat NAV CF7I 7PA Tel; (01446) 772927/772928 

Visit our wobsitA at www thapbc4iforhorn«sJcdcauk Enquritts; arruil silss@rtTaplACfiforhD(nftsltdjCOii( 


Wi 






















































10 - THE GEM 


wwwjacebookxom/slamorsansem www.twittencom/^emjtews 


Thursday, March 28th, 2013 


Drink wisely poster wins 
award for local students 


AT an award ceremony 
hosted by Jane Hutt 
AM in the Pierhead 
Building, Cardiff Bay, 
pupils from across 
south Wales were 
awarded prizes for 
posters they had 
designed, highlighting 
the importance of 
learning how to drink 
wisely. 

This was part of the 
Soroptimists’ regional proj¬ 
ect supported by the regional 
president, Pam Allison, of 
Barry Soroptimists. 

The winners of the sec¬ 
ondary school category were 
Bryn Hafren Comprehensive 
School sixth formers Katie Winton and Tara 
Gulwell. 

The AM commented: “The winners designed 
excellent posters, which will have a huge influence 
on young people, with the top award going to Tara 
Gulwell. The poster will be laminated and 1,000 
copies will be sent to schools in Wales with a very 
effective message for all generations to be ‘Alcohol- 
wise.’ Congratulations to all those who took part and 
to the Soroptimists for mounting this important proj¬ 
ect.” 



TAT.RS FROM THE VAT.R 

The Mabsant was a 
colourful occasion 


Jackie Memory, head of sixth form, Kate 
Winter and Tara Gulwell, pictured with Jane Hutt. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 




and older cats- 
All needing a new famllyl 

All cats have been 
neutered <6 microchipped 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 


Team Elis wins 

'Do You Dare?’ 


ON Saturday 

(March 23) Team 
Elis, made up of 
Alun Williams, 
Catherine Hunt and 
Andrea and Pete 
Gardner, took part in 
Ty Hafan’s 'Do you 
Dare?’ challenge in 
Dare Valley Park, 
Aberdare. 

The team had to 
endure a two-mile moun¬ 
tain run, blind rock 
climbing, canoe relay, 
memory test and tyre 
flipping to win. All they 
had to do was be the 
quickest team to com¬ 


plete all events 

Team Elis made it over 
the finishing line first - 
in freezing conditions 
and six inches of snow. 

They took part in the 
event as a ‘thank you ’ to 
the Ty Hafan children’s 
hospice at Sully, for car¬ 
ing for Elis, Alun‘s baby 
daughter, who was born 
with Charge Syndrome, 
and sadly passed away in 
March 2010, when she 
was just 16 months old. 

If anyone would like 
to donate, go to justgiv- 
ing. com/teamelis 


THIS article is taken from 
the book ‘The Vale of 
Glamorgan, Scenes and 
Tales among the Welsh’, 
and the explanatory notes 
are by Angharad Wynne. 

The observations were 
made in the early 1800s by 
an anonymous Welshman, 
who was known to lawyers 
in Lincoln’s Inn, London. 

He was described as “a 
tall, solitary old gentle¬ 
man who visited his native 
Vale of Glamorgan every 
long vacation”. 

His notebook was pub¬ 
lished in book form in 
1839 after his death, and 
is still available. 

THE MABSANT 
Every llan or parish in 
Wales once celebrated 
its own Mabsant or 
Saint day. 

While it was based on 
church tradition, its cele¬ 
brations latterly took on 
a colourful and very sec¬ 
ular nature. The author 
of the notebook 
describes local 
Glamorganshire occa¬ 
sions: 

“The Mabsant is the 
celebration of the holi¬ 
day of the tutelary Saint 
of the village, after 
whom the church and 
the place are generally 
called, and is an occa¬ 
sion of great gaiety in 
the villages of our neigh¬ 
borhood. Profuse is the 
finery then displayed by 


the country maidens, and 
many the arts they prac¬ 
tice to captivate the 
attentions of the rustics. 
The chief amusement is 
dancing; but it is, beside, 
a time of great carous¬ 
ing, - of ball-playing, 
and sometimes fights 
and uproar.” 

He goes on to relate 
in some detail an occa¬ 
sion of the Llantwit 
Mabsant, which would 
have been dedicated to 
St Illtyd and probably 
celebrated around his 
feast day of 6 
November. “The evening 
entertainment for such 
occasions usually took 
the form of a Noson 
Lawen, a mixture of 
Welsh folk singing, harp 
playing, music making 
and dance. In this 
instance, the evening 
begins with a harper 
who is noted as playing 
the old Welsh air ‘Ar hyd 
y nos’. Later, the dance 
begins in “the ‘church- 
loft’ , which in the times 
of the Lords Marchers, 
was a place for holding 
courts of law,” This 
building is today known 
as Llantwit Major’s old 
Town Hall. 

He paints a picture of 
young courting couples 
dancing sprightly, 
watched, and occasional¬ 
ly joined, by other rus¬ 
tics and some of “better 


degree”. Beer was pro¬ 
vided, and sweethearts, 
resting from the dance 
would share a mug. He 
tells how a couple of old 
women sold gingerbread 
from baskets; “These 
wily crones passed along 
from one to the other of 
them as they sat on 
benches, complimenting 
the vain girls on the 
prettiness of their dress, 
or of their persons, and 
the young men on their 
good dancing; and this 
coaxed the simple-heart¬ 
ed creatures into a pur¬ 
chase.Great was the 

delight of the rustic 
lovers at treating their 
sweethearts to a penny¬ 
worth of gingerbread!” 

The date of Saint 
Days are, in the main, 
relatively easy to find 
out through church cal¬ 
endars. This ancient 
local tradition of com¬ 
munity celebration 
would be relatively easy 
to resurrect. 


Are you inspired by 
the Tales from the Vale? 
Would you like to take 
an active part in keeping 
the heritage of the rural 
Vale alive? 

If so, Creative Rural 
Communities may be 
able to help. We offer 
support for community 
projects that conserve 
our unique heritage. 

We can do this sup¬ 
porting events, festivals, 
exhibitions or other 
activities which cele¬ 
brate theheritage of the 
rural Vale, a range of 
projects which improve 
the rural Vale's natural, 
cultural or built her¬ 
itage. 

Eor further informa¬ 
tion and to discuss your 
ideas, contact Helen 
Blackmore, Creative 
Rural Communities, on 
01446 704828, or email: 
hblackmore@vale- 
ofglamorgan.org. uk. 

ANGHARAD 

WYNNE 
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Highly Successful Business Woman 

Due to expansion, I now seek 5 working part¬ 
ners, who must be ambitious and self motivated. 
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or feel you wish to develop an extraordinary income, 
with profit sharing, car, free international travel and 
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01656 838304 

email: j ulie-shepherd @ hotmail.co.uk 
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‘Progress is being 
made in Rhoose’ 


FOLLOWING the 
planning protest meet¬ 
ing on March 3, the 
Rhoose residents are 
now seeing some signs 
of action from the 
Welsh Government 
and Vale Council. 

Firstly, the Taylor 
Wimpey signs have been 
removed from a site in 
Rhoose Point as the 
change of use and plan¬ 
ning application have not 
been fully completed or 
approved. 

Also, the Vale 
Assembly Member, Jane 
Hutt, met with a delega¬ 
tion from Rhoose last 
week, to discuss plan¬ 
ning, and Rhoose fund¬ 
ing for amenities and 
improvements in the 
coming financial year. 

It was a positive meet¬ 
ing our AM has offered 
to assist in following up 


GEM reader Richard Barnes reports 


on the environmental 
suitability of the land in 
the LDP designated for 
housing, given the many 
flooding issues that have 
been raised over previous 
years. 

Ms Hutt has also 
offered to walk the 
Rhoose and Rhoose 
Point area on the April 13 
with the delegation and 
residents, to further 
understand the residents’ 
issues and see first hand 
the proposed sites. 

On April 6, at Stewart 
Rd Community Centre 
there is a consultation 
morning arranged by 
Creative Wales, that will 
give residents an oppor¬ 
tunity to provide feed¬ 
back on what amenities 
they would like to see in 
Rhoose and how the Vale 


Council can assist with 
funding improvements. 
Lastly, the Rhoose 
Point Residents 

Association has co-opted 
some Rhoose residents 
onto the committee with 
the aim of forming a 
Rhoose Residents’ 

Association to lobby for 
amenities and to oppose 


the current planning 
strategy.If any Rhoose 
resident wishes to join 
the committee to assist at 
this point then please 
email derek@restec- 
trhoosepoint.co.uk. A 
new website and associa¬ 
tion will follow in the 
coming months. 


High Street’s 
bonnet parade 


ON Easter 
Saturday, March 
30, the Easter bon¬ 
net parade will be 
taking place in 
High Street, Barry. 

Bob Armstrong, of 
the local traders, said: 

“It is great to see a 
return of one of High 
Street’s great tradtiions. 

“The parade will start 
at Hubanas at 11am and 
the children will parade 
up and down the street. 

“There will be prizes 


for best bonnet and 
fancy dress. 

“Afterwards, there 
will be a Mad Hatter’s 
Tea Party in Hubanas.” 

The bonnet parade 
has three age categories 
- three years old to five 
years old, six years old 
to 11 years old, and 12 
to 100. 

Over the holiday peri¬ 
od many of the Barry 
High Street businesses 
are putting on activities 
and entertainment for 
children. 


WHAT’S ON 
in brief 
Fashion 
sho’w 

FOLLOWING the 
great success with their 
fashion show last year, 
the Porthcawl Cancer 
Research UK commit¬ 
tee is hosting another 
show on April 6, at All 
Saints church hall 
(doors open 6.30pm for 
7pm). 

Samantha B of 
Ewenny is bringing her 
spring collection to the 
town for ladies to help 
the fight against cancer. 

Tickets £5, include a 
glass of wine and nib¬ 
bles, from Diane Jones 
(01656 784762), Sue 
Sharp (01656 773670), 
or pay at the door. 

Mass in Blue 

CARDIFF Polyphonic 
Choir will present Will 
Todd’s Mass in Blue on 
April 12 at the Dora 
Stoutzker Hall, Welsh 
College of Music and 
Drama. 

Contact website 
WWW. Cardiff poly phon¬ 
ic, org.uk. 


VALE RESORT COLLECTS 
A TOP INDUSTRY AWARD 


THE Vale Resort at Hensol 
scooped a top industry award 
for its leisure division, at the 
annual 59 Club Service 
Excellence Awards. 

The resort’s leisure member¬ 
ship sales team picked up the 
award for its approach to customer 
service during the sales process 
during 2012. 

The 59 Club focuses on mem¬ 
ber surveys and mystery shopping 
audits in the leisure and events 
industry to maintain high levels of 
customer service. It carried out a 


number of mystery shopping visits 
at the Vale Resort. 

Paul Beddoe, sales and market¬ 
ing director of the Vale Resort, 
said: “We are absolutely delighted 
to have beaten off some stiff com¬ 
petition from some of the UK’s 
best leisure resorts to be presented 
with this prestigious award. 

“Our leisure membership sales 
team work hard throughout the 
year to offer a professional serv¬ 
ice, by providing exacting levels 
of customer care - and to be 
recognised in this way by the 


industry’s major benchmarking 
organisation, is a real honour. 

“This award really is a tribute to 
the team’s dedicated efforts.” 

Mr Beddoe added: “It’s our 
unending focus on the customers’ 
objectives of joining our gym that 
helps makes our sales process 
stand head and shoulders above 
that of our competitors. 

“However, once they come to 
see our first-rate product, as well 
as the fact that we don’t tie them 
into annual contracts, they are 
usually sold on the spot.” 
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what kind of dog will choose you? 
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We've got small ones, tall ones, cheeky ones and squeaky ones, 
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sporty ones, haughty ones, fluffy ones and scruffy ones. 
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Talygam Vaulters excel (AND 
MICHIGAN HAS THE LAST LAUGH!) 


SEVERAL weeks 
ago, I was contact¬ 
ed by students from 
Hartpury College, 
Gloucester, and 
asked if we would 
take our vaulters 
along to a charity 
evening they were 
running and give a 
demonstration. 

I explained that we 
have only been vault¬ 
ing for a year and were 
fairly ‘novice,’ but they 
had seen photos on our 
website from previous 
events and were keen 
for us to come. 

The event was to 
take place on March 
22. I spoke to all the 
parents and agreed to 
take Squad A and two 
horses. As both horses 
hadn’t been anywhere 
since the English 
champs, we decided on 
taking them to the 
beach on the basis that 
if we could do it there, 
then Hartpury Arena 
would be okay! 

It was a bit of a chal¬ 
lenge to start, but both 
horses settled down 


and the kids loved the 
experience of vaulting 
on the beach; we also 
gained quite an audi¬ 
ence. 

Over the next few 
weeks, the squad 
worked on the routine 
and as it was coming 
on so well, I decided to 
take squad B as well. 

Hartpury College 
sent me a poster about 
the event advertising a 
presentation by 

Talygarn Vaulters, 
after the dressage to 
music demonstration, 
but they had changed 
the date to March 20! 

This made a big dif¬ 
ference as Robyn had a 
school tournament in 
north Wales, Jess was 
in an eisteddfod, all the 
kids had school the 
next day, and none of 
us was likely to get 
home much before 
midnight. 

I was also running a 
show jumping compe¬ 
tition at home that 
evening so it meant 
organising staff as well. 
Everyone agreed to go, 
so we loaded the horses 
and set off for 



Local roadworks 

TEMPORARY traffic control: A48 at Sycamore 
Cross junction between Bonvilston and St 
Nicholas; Port Road, Rhoose, near the Holiday 
Inn Hotel; Beach Road, Llantwit Major; Windsor 
Road, Penarth (near Dingle Park footway). 


Gloucester. 

We arrived at 
around 7pm. Some of 
the parents hadn’t 
been to Hartpury 
before and didn’t 
realise how big a venue 
it is. 

The students made 
us welcome and the 
parents organised the 
photos, videos, kids 
changing, and helped 
with the horses. 

After a quick warm 
up in the practice 
arena helpers Cerys 
and Tracy took the 
horses into the main 
arena to warm up and 
to let them get used to 
the surroundings. 

I gave a short talk to 
the audience and we 
started with Splash. 
Squad B performed 
the Lion King team 
display followed by 
nine-year-old old 
Poppy’s individual dis¬ 
play. Robyn and Efion 
did an elegant pairs 


display to ‘Skyfall’ 
which broke into 
‘Gangnam style’ half 
way through. 

At this point, we 
changed horses to 
Michigan. Squad A 
performed an individ¬ 
ual a set of moves in 
canter and then a team 
freestyle in walk, fol¬ 
lowed by Carys’s first 
individual public per¬ 
formance in canter. 

I was so pleased with 
Michigan, as this is the 
horse that raised a 
laugh when I said I was 
going to try vaulting 


with him. 

The audience gave 
us a huge applause and 
the students 

announced that they 
had raised £1,000 for 
the Air Ambulance. 

Before we finished, I 
asked if any children in 
the audience would 
like to have a go at 
standing on Splash. 

We had approxi¬ 
mately eight kids who 
wanted a go, and also 
dressage rider Becky 
Morris from the dres¬ 
sage to music display. 

Most of Squad B 
have never done any¬ 
thing in public before, 
so it was a great experi¬ 
ence for them, and also 
a chance for the horses 
and Squad A to prac¬ 
tice new moves before 
our first competition in 
June. 

See video at 
WWW. talygarnec. co. uk/v 
aulting-videos/. 

CHRIS ROGERS, 
Talygarn Vaulters. 


Expert denture care 
by the UKs leading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 
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New traffic 
lights and speed 
limit on A48 

NEW traffic lights and St Nicholas 
and a 40niph speed next week, 
limit will face driv- The new signals at 
ers on the A48 Sycamore Cross will be 

between Bonvilston switched on at 7am on 
Wednesday April 3. 

A Vale Council 
spokesperson said that 
they had been installed 
under the MOVA signal 
control system, which 
uses vehicle sensors 
buried in the carriage¬ 
way on the approach to 
the junction, and a com¬ 
puter to optimise the 
signal timings and 
improve traffic flow 
through the junction. 

The Sycamore Cross 
scheme is funded by a 
grant from the Welsh 
Government and 
includes the construc¬ 
tion and installation of 
new traffic islands, 
upgraded lighting, 
drainage and ducting, 
traffic signal equipment, 
new road signs, lining 
and extensive resurfac¬ 
ing of the carriageway. 

“A 40mph speed limit 
has been implemented 
on the road and a new 
shared cycleway/ foot¬ 
way and toucan crossing 
facilities will increase 
safety for cyclists and 
pedestrians using the 
new junction,” the 
spokesperson explained. 

“The scheme designed 
by engineers from the 
council’s highways and 
engineering division is 
intended to control traf¬ 
fic and improve high¬ 
way safety at the junc¬ 
tion with Five Mile 
Lane (A4226) and the 
unnamed road to 
Pendoylan. 

“It will also improve 
access to key destina¬ 
tions, such as Cardiff 
Airport and Barry,” the 
spokesperson added. 
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‘Dish out Dosh’ panel 
recognises volunteers 




Coun Gwyn John with the ^Dish out Dosh^panel. 

ON March 7, the Air Training Corps is cates were presented 
Vale Volunteer designed to give young with help from Coun 
Bureau held its people the opportunity to Gwyn John. 

. . promote the Training Katherine Davies, 

annual awards CQj-ps^ in a hope of trustee for the Vale 
evening to celebrate recruiting more young Volunteer Bureau said: 
the completion of volunteers. “How lovely to publicly 

six community proj- During the evening acknowledge the number 
ects conceived people showcased of volunteering hours 

_ j j 4 ? j’ their achievements over that have been achieved 

inanaged, and fund- 

Cd by young volun- ^Iso provided us with the done to everyone 
teers from across opportunity to formally involved in a very posi- 
the Vale. present 24 young people live celebration of volun- 

Projects were funded with their Millennium teering in practice”, 
via Dish Out Dosh, a Volunteer certificates. Dish Out Dosh is cur- 
‘Dragons Den’ style who between them have rently looking for new 
panel entirely made up of carried out over 1,200 panel members. For 
young people who chose hours of volunteering in more information on get- 
to divide the £10,000 the last few months. ting involved or any 
between six projects A further eight young aspect of volunteering, 
ranging from a youth people were awarded Millennium Volunteers 
managed youth project with their Agored Cymru and Agored Cymru 
run by Sully Youth Club, qualifications Qualifications in the Vale 
to a project at the 1148 ‘Volunteering and contact Holly Williams 
Community Youth Volunteering 
Involvement’ level one Off cer on 01446 421782 
and two. or holly@vvb.org.uk. 

This year the certifi- HW 


Penarth Squadron. 


Search for 
Superstars! 

This summer, 
Superstars in the 
Making and Memo 
Arts Centre, Barry, 
are searching for 
young people to 
perform in their hit 
musical production 
of Grease. 

Following the suc¬ 
cessful run of Fame Jr. 
in August 2012 to sell¬ 
out audiences, the team 
are back and ready to 
showcase this West-End 
and Broadway mega-hit. 

Already, hundreds of 
young people from all 
over south Wales have 
applied to audition for 
the performance, to 
work with director and 
producer, Christian 
Bullen. 

Now the team are 
searching for young peo¬ 
ple based locally to audi¬ 
tion and put talent from 
the Vale on the map! 

There will be a work¬ 
shop-based audition held 
for chorus next 
Wednesday, April 3 at 
The Memo Arts Centre 
from 3:30 pm- 4:30pm, 
open to performers aged 
between 10 and 30. 

The performance of 
Grease will be staged on 
August 22-23 at the 
Memo Arts Centre. 

Superstars in the 
Making has gained the 
rights to produce this 
musical from the USA 
and it is rarely available 
to perform! To apply to 
audition head to 
www.superstarsinthe- 
making.com or email 
superstars @ radio.fin 


'Global warming 
and a false 
political dogma’ 


L ast 

Thursday’s 
GEM con¬ 
tained a plea from 
our MP Madeleine 
Moon that we all 
put our lights off 
for one hour on 
Saturday night, to 
demonstrate sup¬ 
port for the WWF’s 
Earth Hour, which 
claims that we 
“need more renew¬ 
able energy to help 
protect our planet”. 

While Mrs Moon is to 
be admired for her sup¬ 
port of recognisable 
good causes, I would 
challenge her opinions 
on the subject of so- 
called renewable energy. 

She is not scientifical¬ 
ly qualified in this field, 
but is motivated by the 
false political dogma 
that global warming is 
endangering Planet 
Earth, and can be cured 
by a massive expansion 
of wind energy. 

In fact, the earth has 
warmed just 0.5 degrees 
over the past 50 years. 
Met Office records show 
that for the past 16 
years, temperatures have 
remained steady. 

At the end of last year 
the Met Office revised 
its ten-year forecast pre¬ 
dicting a succession of 
years breaking records 
for warmth. It now says 
the pause in warming 


will last until at least 
2017. 

This does not accord 
with Mrs Moon’s asser¬ 
tion that “Our reliance 
on high carbon fossil 
fuels like coal, oil and 
gas is overheating the 
atmosphere and affecting 
the climate”. 

She misses the funda¬ 
mental point that fossil 
fuel and nuclear power 
stations are essential 
baseload suppliers of 
electricity. Wind energy 
is so unreliable that it 
needs 90 per cent back¬ 
up from those suppliers 
to avoid blackouts, and 
wind energy can only 
supplement, not replace, 
those sources. 

People now have a 
choice whether they 
switch off their lights for 
Earth Hour, but if Mrs 
Moon and WWF had 
their way, we would be 
in darkness for most of 
the time without any 
choice. 

Wind energy is not 
viable without massive 
subsidies hidden in our 
electricity bills, which 
add to fuel poverty. 

Wind turbines ruin our 
landscape and shore¬ 
lines, and will certainly 
not affect the natural 
long-standing vagaries 
of our weather, which 
Mrs Moon would call 
climate change. 

David Lewis, 

Porthcawl 
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Techniquest speaker 
wows the Rotarians! 


RIGHT: 

Paul Williams, Dr 
Anita Jones and 
club president 
Ged Crosby. 
AT the club’s din¬ 
ing night, Dinas 
Powys Rotarians 
were delighted to 
welcome as their 
guest speaker, Dr 
Anita Shaw, the 
assistant CEO at 
Techniquest, the 
Welsh science and 
discovery centre in 
Cardiff Bay. 

Less than seven 
weeks after it opened, 
Techniquest had wel¬ 
comed its 10,000th visi¬ 
tor and In 1987, moved 
to a building opposite 
the now demolished 
Welsh Industrial and 
Maritime Museum in 
Bute Street. 

It moved again in 
1995, about 100 metres 



along Stuart Street, to its 
present location on the 
site of a former engi¬ 
neering workshop, 
which is now its perma¬ 
nent headquarters. The 
building opened on May 
2, 1995. 

Techniquest takes 
exhibitions and pro¬ 
grammes to special 
events at many venues 
around Wales, from 
shopping malls to major 


SHADOWS CLUB 

‘Play or listen’ on April 9 from 8pm in 
Penarth Conservative Club, Stanwell Road 
(02920 309979), when South Wales Shadows 
Club meets. 

The Vale of Glamorgan Mayor’s charity Big 
Band Concert with the Liberty Big Band, is on 
Saturday, April 27 at the Memorial Hall, Barry. 

Tickets available from the mayor’s office on 
01446 709301 at £25 each (includes a chicken 
and chips supper). 

All proceeds will go to Help for Heroes. 


cultural events such as 
the National Eisteddfod. 

It also offer compre¬ 
hensive education serv¬ 
ices for schools, plus 
further activities through 
schemes such as Wales 
Gene Park, Maths 
Cymru, Science Cafe 
Wales and Teacher 
Science Network. 

With the assistance of 
a few members Anita 
continued to entertain 
the assembled Rotarians 
with a range of hands-on 
experiences and simple 
experiments in science, 
much to the amusement 
of others in the room. 

As with many charita¬ 
ble organisations, fund¬ 
ing is always an issue 
and as an independent 
registered educational 
charity, Techniquest is 
funded from a variety of 
sources. 

The Welsh Assembly 


Government provides 
approximately one third 
of the funding, particu¬ 
larly to support schools 
programmes. Admission 
charges help to meet 
operating costs, while 
grants and other earned 
income are also essen¬ 
tial. 

Techniquest is cur¬ 
rently seeking £12m of 
capital funding to devel¬ 
op over the next five 
years, and along with a 
donation from Dinas 
Powys Rotary Club, 
hopes this will help it to 
continue entertaining the 
young (and the not so 
young) for many years. 

The vote of thanks 
was given by Rotarian 
Paul Williams, who ear¬ 
lier had assisted Anita in 
a not so musical experi¬ 
ment - which was voted 
by all a very entertaining 
interlude! 


‘7 was Harry Secombe’s 
stand-in’ - says speaker 


THE speaker at the Barry 
Men’s Forum meeting last 
week, was Rosemary 
Scadden, who described 
her career as a pro¬ 
gramme researcher, in tel¬ 
evision, as the “best job in 
the world” which she 
enjoyed for over 30 years. 

After first becoming a teacher, 
she worked mainly for HTV and 
later the BBC. 

She highlighted the work 
ofiggers, make-up artists, design¬ 
ers, sound recordists, camera¬ 
men, floor managers, producers, 
directors, editors, vision mixers, 
and the members were also 
enlightened as to the function of 
the ‘grips’. 

An obscure title that often 
comes up on the credits, but 
whose work was a mystery to 
most, is the assistant to the cam¬ 
eraman - who ensures the latter 
is safe while having his eye 
glued the camera lens! 

One of her proudest recollec¬ 


tions was a series of progranunes 
with then Speaker of the House 
of Commons, Lord Tonypandy, 
(George Thomas interviewing all 
the great politicians of the time 
including the Prime Minister. 

She related her most embar¬ 
rassing moment which was with 
Lord Tonypandy. The crew, after 
taking him out to lunch, piled 
into a taxi to go to the studio to 
make one of the recordings, and 
George Thomas, in his gentle¬ 
manly way insisted all the others 
got into the taxi first, which left 
him to sit on the fold down seat 
opposite Rosemary. 

The taxi driver pulled out very 
sharply, throwing George 
sprawling on top of Rosemary. 

When he admonished the driv¬ 
er, he quipped “the last time that 
happened in his taxi, there was a 
happy arrival nine months later”. 

She was involved in many 
other high profile programmes, 
and also spent eight years work¬ 
ing on the religious progranune 
‘Highway’ with Harry Secombe, 


who she came to know very 
well. Her claim to being Harry 
Secombe’s stand-in, came from 
her duties, during rehearsals, 
when she would act as Harry, for 
the cameras to be correctly posi¬ 
tioned, when he came onto the 
set. 

It was with regret that the 
chairman reported one of the 
longest serving members of the 
forum, Doug Grant, had passed 
away. 

He also welcomed two new 
members Stan Griffiths, and Bob 
Griffiths. An invite is open to all 
to come along to the Barry 
Men’s Forum at Windsor Road 
Church Hall every Thursday 
morning at 10.15am. 

On Thursday, April 4, the 
speaker will be Colin Scott, 
whose talk is about the Western 
Welsh Bus company, and all 
enthusiasts for the old buses are 
invited to come along. 

For further information, tele¬ 
phone 02920 594881. PMW 
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\easter offer... 

Future Ideal Homes Lt 

Installing Trust and Peace of Mind 


^ Bespoke Kitchens, Bathrooms and Bedrooms 
All aspects of PVC*u windows doors and Conservatories ^ 

/ Bespoke Orangeries/Garden rooms 
Futures NEW vertex tile effect roof 
/ Build and Extensions 

/ FREE full design packages ’ ^ 

r Fully accredited company offering insurance backed guarantees using fully train^BTO^ualifi 


20 % om 

^^all our Pvc-u range i 
N including Doors | 
\ fitted from [ 

i^k£420i 





www.futureidealhome$ltd.com 
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Out and About with The GEM 


FERRIS ENTERTAINMENT 

(GEM scholarship founder) 

INSPIRES A GENERATION 
AT MAJOR FILM FESTIVAL 


PETER FERRIS, 
who runs Ferris 
Entertainment 
Screen Acting and 
Film Master classes 
in Barry and 
Penarth, the first 


PARK FUN 

BANK holiday events 
taking place at 
Porthkerry Park, Barry, 
include an Easter Egg 
trail on March 29 to 
April 7, at 10.30am- 
3.30pm, and a chil¬ 
dren ’s art session from 
2pm to 4pm on April 3. 


screen acting class 
to be set up in 
Wales 10 years ago, 
was not only a con¬ 
tributor, but also 
moderator/chair¬ 
man of the film 
panel in ‘Easy 

as . 1,2,3....Point, 

Shoot, Share, ’ at the 
South by South 
West Film Festival 
in Austin, Texas. 

Other film panelists 
included Danny Boyle 
and Will.i.am, and 
Peter’s panel discussed 
the rise of new technolo- 


Romilly Osteopathy & Pilates Clinic 

Pilates Classes 

Monday 9.1 Sam & lO.SOam, 
Friday 6pnn & 7. ISpm 
at St Nicholas Hall, Barry 


New Beginners Class 

Starts Monday 8th April 11.30am 


Sharon - 07830 085606 

www.barrypilates.co.uk 


gy and the ability to 
shoot films on smart¬ 
phones. 

He commented: “ I 
was very proud to be 
introduced as a ‘maver¬ 
ick’ and to talk about 
and show some of our 
films, but even prouder 
of the feedback, not 
only from the audience, 
but from my fellow pan¬ 
ellists. 

“My aim has always 
been to inspire people 
and empower people and 
Smartphone film making 
is the ‘new punk’. 

“We at Ferris 
Entertainment not only 
receive no funding, but 
alongside The 
Glamorgan GEM, we 
also give free scholar¬ 
ships to allow those with 
talent, but no money, to 
train or retrain to experi¬ 
ence the film industry - 
and give them the 
chance of success in, 
film, TV and commer¬ 
cials. 

“That is for all ages. - 
our youngest is 13 and 
our oldest is 60. 

“However, the great¬ 
est excitement came 
from the news that Eerris 


Entertainment was soon 
to launch 

EerrisEntertainment.TV, 
a new internet channel 
where the 31 films and 
future films made at 
their master classes in 
Cardiff, Belfast, London, 
and soon launching in 
LA, would be available 
to view - after being 
entered in film festivals 
worldwide. 

“We are leading the 
world in this new tech¬ 
nology and intend to 
stay there. Other compa¬ 
nies and training estab¬ 
lishments will copy what 
we do, but they will 
always be behind. 

“There are going to be 


other incredible 
announcements coming 
soon and, of course in 
Wales, The Glamorgan 
GEM will be the first to 
know, as they believed 
in us six years ago and 
saw the potential, when 
many other people were 
saying - as they still say. 
‘They can’t do that! ’. 

“Well done to all the 
incredible people at The 
GEM, who realised 
immediately that, like 
them, “we were here to 
help other people”, 
whereas so many other 
establishments were only 
here to help them¬ 
selves,” Mr Eerris con¬ 
cluded. 


LEGION BINGO 

WHERE can one go for an enjoyable 
time on the first Thursday of every other 
month? 

...No other place but the Lesser Hall at 
Cowbridge Town Hall! 

There you have exciting Bingo, with cash prizes; 
raffle, with interesting prizes donated by members; 
and a succulent buffet prepared by the ladies. 

Bring your own wine, and make new friends by 
sharing, on Thursday, April 4. Doors open at 7 
pm; Eyes Down at 7.30pm prompt! BW 


Artists sought for 
Heritage exhibition 


ARTISTS are being 
sought for an exhi¬ 
bition celebrating 
the Glamorgan 
Heritage Coast at St 
Donat’s arts centre 
during May. 

A spokesperson said: 
“Artists must have 
work ready to exhibit. 
We welcome all expres¬ 
sive arts disciplines, 
from visual, perform¬ 
ing, digital, crafts, 
photographers, potters, 
painters, weavers, 
actors, dancers, musi¬ 
cians, digital media 
art, literature and 
more... so please get in 
touch,” 

The exhibition 
forms part of a wider 
project to raise the pro¬ 
file of the Glamorgan 
Heritage Coast and is 


headed by Creative 
Rural Communities, 
the Vale Council’s 
Rural Regeneration 
team. 

Artists wishing to 
participate in the 
Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast exhibition, or 
wanting to learn more 
about the Vale Arts 


Exchange, should con¬ 
tact 01446 704707 or 
email 

artinthevale@vale 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk by 
noon on Friday, April 
19. 

Selection for the 
exhibition will be made 
by a small independent 
panel. 



RESCHEDULED 

POINT TO POINT 

STEEPLECHASES ON 

rs 


First race 2pm. Bring the family to the 
countryside to see six three mile steeplechas¬ 
es with superb viewing of the racecourse and 


Car & Driver £10V<p|issengers £5 each. 

Children under 16 Free. Pedestrians £5 

For further details telephone The Secretary, Peter Thomas 
on 01446 774310 or 07855 366 902 

• Bookmakers 

* Licensed Bar • Refreshments * Trade Stands 



/—t BROAD STREET T' 

Garden centre. 

Barry 01446 720333 

OPEN GOOD FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9-5.30 PM 
SUNDAY & EASTER MONDAY 10-4PM 




WEED CONTROL EABRIC 
20 mtr X 1 mtr + 

50% FREE - £9.99 

ORGANIC POULTRY 
MANURE 

7kg for the price of 5kg 

£ 7.95 

GIANT 80 Itr 
ORGANIC COMPOST 
- £3.75 each or 3 for £10 
(Deals for Collection Only) 

JOHN INNES SEED 
No. 1, No. 2, No. 3 
£3.25 each or 4 for £12 
(Deals for Collection Only) 

LAWN WEED, FEED 
& MOSS KILLER 
70M2 = £6.99 
360M2 = £26.75 


SEED POTATOES, 
ONIONS, RUNNER 
BEANS, BROAD 
BEANS, PEAS, GARLIC 

All available loose 
(Cheaper than packets) 

' DECORATIVE STONES ' 
AND AGGREGATES 
Available Tonnage 
or by the bag 


BAMBOO CANES 
PEAT POTS 

GROWMORE 
BONEMEAL 
EISH BLOOD 
&BONE 


We look forward to (Florist specialising in fresh cut flowers, 
^ bouquets & arrangements) 

the flower .stjed 

W’ joining us. W 

Come and see us on Easter Sunday, 
weTegivingou^^ 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

I OCEAN LOUNGE $ 

I ^PORTHKERRY J 

I WE ARE NOW OPEN: * 
t FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT;! 
t & DAYTIME SUNDAYS t 

tlaTTlaTiTnTTuVraTTl 

liE9 -J ■ I * * 

Good Friday 29th March i 

KARAOKE t 

Saturday 30th March i 

MARK DOUCLAS % 


Easter Sunday 31st March ? 

MIKE ST JOHN 

Friday 5th April 

EMMA m 

Saturday 6th April 

ALAN T SMITH 

Traditional 

SUNDAY ROAST? 


only £7.95 


CAR BOOT SALE 

EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 

To find us - click directions@ 4 

www.firejoust.com 


4 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 




NEW 

GROUP 

FRIDAY 

Dinas Powys 9.30am 
Opening 5th Aprii 2013 

The Cabin by Swimming 
Pool, Hebron Hall 
Sarah - 07525 852288 

MONDAY 

Barry 

4.30 & 6.30pm 

The Tadross Hotel, 
Holton Road 
(next to Bassett Park) 
Lorraine - 01446 407002 

Cwm Taiwg Pub 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Severn Avenue 
Wiggy-07515 824988 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue United 
Church, Elfed Avenue 
Nia - 07793 885581 

TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.30pm 

Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, 
Trinity Street 
Joanne - 01446 404897 

Liantwit Major 
9.30am 

Catholic Church, 

Ham Lane East 
Helen-01446 750738 

Barry RFC 
7.30pm 

Merthyr Dyfan Road 
Teresa - 07889 828401 


Liantwit Major 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Our Lady & St llltyd 
Church (Catholic) 

Ham Lane East 
Helen-01446 750738 

Suiiy - 6.30pm 

The Old School 

South Road 

Niki - 01446 740394 

WEDNESDAY 

Barry 

4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton 
Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne - 01446 404897 

Penarth 

9.30am & 11.30am 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 



THURSDAY 

Barry - 5.30pm 

Highlight Park 
Community Centre, Barry 
Annamarie - 
01446 736534 

Cowbridge - 9.30am 

Cowbridge 
Rugby Club 
Rob - 07708 941279 
Dinas Powys 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
The Cabin by swimming 
pool, Hebron Hall 
Sarah - 07525852288 
Barry - 10.15am 
St Helen’s Church Hall 
Wyndham Street 
Niki - 01446 740394 
Cowbridge 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
The Little Shop of Calm, 
Westgate 

Rob - 07708 941279. 


0844 897 8000 

HtewfnlngMTorldLcoiw /iWniiiofgood 
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College students put on their own 'rock opera' 



WHAT^S ON IN YOUR AREA / in brief 


Special services 
THIS Easter, All Saints Church in 
Victoria Square, Penarth, is holding a 
number of special services. 

On Good Friday, there is a short children’s serv¬ 
ice from 10am to 3pm. 

On Easter Saturday at 7pm,there will be a Vigil 
service. 

Services on Easter Sunday are as follows: Holy 
Communion at Sam, a family celebration 
Communion at 3.30pm at St Peter’s, Old Cogan, 
and Easter Evensong at 6pm. 

All are welcome - for more information, visit 
www.allsaintspenarth.org.uk 

Easter at Holy Trinity 

SERVICES at Holy Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, Barry, at Easter are: Maundy 
Thursday, March 28, at 7pm; Good Eriday, 
March 29, at 10am; Easter Sunday, March 31, 
at Ham and 6pm. 

All of these services will be conducted by Rev 
Duncan Ballantyne. 

The church is situated at the junction of 
Aberystwyth Crescent and Trinity Street. 

Walk of Witness 

ON Good Eriday, all the Churches of Barry 
lead the Christian ‘Walk of Witness’ departing 
from the Parade Gardens at 12 noon with a 
service on King Square at 2pm. 

The story of the Passion is told at Merthyr 
Dyfan Church at 10am and St Paul’s at 3.15pm. 

On Holy Saturday (March 30), the first Mass of 
Easter will be held at St Cadocs Church, 

Will she be the 
Belle of your ball? 

The GEM is in partnership with the 

Dog^s Trust to find caring homes for 

animals in their charge at Bridgend 

Rehoming Centre (Telephone: 01656 
725219) 

BELLE is a six-year- 
old Westie. She has 
been our resident 
sponsor dog for a 
few years, but she 
has done so well in 
her training that we 
now feel she is ready 
to find a loving 
home. 

She is a complex litt 
character - very intelligent, but sensitive with it. She 
is very quick to learn and is never happier than when 
she is learning a new trick. We are appealing for 
someone local to offer her a home, so that they can 
make regular visits for a few weeks before taking her 
home to make sure she is really settled and bonded 
with her new owners. 

Belle is a firm favourite at the centre, and will 
make a very rewarding companion for someone spe¬ 
cial. 


Cadoxton. Sunday’s services to celebrate Easter 
Day are 8.45am at Merthyr Dyfan Church and 
10am at St Paul’s. 

Coffee morning 

A COEEEE morning will be held at Llantwit 
Major Bowls Club on Saturday (March 30), 
10am-12pm. Entrance is £3 to include tea/coffee 
with a free top up and biscuit, book stall, cake 
stall, raffle. 

Hangfire gig 

SOUTH WALES southern rockers Hangfire’s 
first live date of 2013 is this Saturday at the 
Barry West End Club. 

Bassist Bob Goo (Rob Gough) will be bringing 
the TBEM Online Eactor winners back to his home 
town with a busy summer of festivals. 

Hangfire are signed by Ripple Music, based in 
California, and are currently writing their second 
album, to follow on from the well-reviewed debut 


album ‘Shoot the Crow’. 

The support group for the evening will be 
Blackbyrd. 

You can get your ticket from any Spar store in 
Barry, or at the Barry West End Club for £3 (£5 on 
the door), or online at www.ticketsource.co.uk. 

Beach treasure hunt 

AS part of its 50th year celebrations, the 
Llantwit Major Surf Life Saving Club is holding 
a treasure hunt at Llantwit Major beach on 
Easter Monday, April 1, between 1.30 pm-4 pm. 

Lucky finders of pirates’ buried golden nuggets 
will be able to exchange them for prizes in the club¬ 
house! Entry fee is £1. 

The club is marking its also 50th birthday with a 
glittering black tie dinner dance at MoD St Athan on 
September 28. 

For further information, email: Imslsc- 
social @ hotmail. com. 


ABOVE: 

The students are ready to rock at Bridgend 
College. 

Picture by RANDELL JOHN 

(www.randelljohnphotography.com or 01656 
662324) 

(See next week’s GEM for more photos). 

STUDENTS at Bridgend College have 
written and produced their own ‘rock 
opera’ - and the final performance is 
being staged this evening (Thursday) in 
the Sony Theatre. 

The show, entitled The Heavy Handed 
Handsome Headless Horseman, features 
original music, written by the students. 

All profits will go back into future college 
productions. 

For tickets (£4) and more details, call 
01656 302381, or 07931 009425 




Vi- 


The Green 
Dragon 

Inn Llancadle 
01446 750881 

Starting April 8th - Every Monday 

BUY ONE - GET ONE FREE 

on all Burgers and Classic Main Meals 
Saturday April 27th 
Live Entertainment with 
GABBY EARLY (male vocalist) 

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 

\\ WENVOE 

ARMS Wenvoe 
02920 591129 

Starting April 2nd 

NEW BUDGET BUSTER MENU 

12 noon - 5pm Monday to Saturday 
2 Courses £4.95; 3 Courses £6.45 

Wednesday Club 

Every Wednesday throughout April 

20% OFF EVERYTHING 

EXCLUDES EXISTING OFFERS 

Saturday April 6th 

Family Fun Day with the Wizards Hobby Horse 
Racing in aid of Cancer Research 
www.greendragon-llancadle. co. uk 
WWW. wenvoearms. co. uk 



The 


Highwayman Inn 

Open all day Good Friday, 

Easter Saturday & Easter Sunday 
and Bank Holiday Monday 



MEALS SERVED 
EVERY DAY 

We are open for 
breakfasts every day 
from 9am 



OVER 60’s SPECIAL MENU 

Monday - Saturday 12 noon - 3pm 
Just a small example: 

Hand Battered Cod, Ham, Egg & Chips, _ 
6oz Gammon Steak, Steak & Ale Pie, Scampi, 
Liver & Onions - Plus many more! 



LIVE MUSIC 

EASTER SUNDAY EVENING 

Brother Steve 9pm till late 


TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 

plus Normal Menu - Served every Sunday 12 noon - 8pm 
Booking advisable for Easter Sunday, 31st March 

OUTDOOR AL FRESCO DINING 

Secure Play Area and Bouncy Castle (weather permitting) 


Minibus service available for diners - phone for details 
* Free Transport to & from Rhoose village available 

Nurston, Nr. Rhoose-Tel. 01446 710205 
www.highwayman-pub.com 
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LUCKY FOR SOME 
AS VALE RAMBLERS 
TAKE ICY STROLL! 



THIRTEEN Vale of 
Glamorgan Ramblers braved 
the cold wind to join Judy and 
Michael’s walk behind 
Margam Park on Sunday, 
March 24. 

The walk set off from Margam 
Abbey and went up the hills behind 
the park to join the Coed Morgannwg 
Way, and then looped back through the 
deer park. 

The biting wind meant that coffee 
and lunch stops were kept short, but 
the walk had a variety of interesting 
paths with good views, if a bit hazy. 
The walk finished with a pretty path 
through Margam Park back to the cars. 

As well as the walks that are offered 
on a Sunday, the Vale of Glamorgan 
Ramblers have been offering short 
walks during the week, including local 


churches and learning about the histo¬ 
ry of the area. 

These walks have been very popu¬ 
lar, they are between three and five 
miles long. The next weekday walk is 
being held on April 7, meeting at 
Penmark Church, and walking to the 
Llantrithyd Church, before heading 
back to Penmark. 

Our last March walk will take place 
on Easter Sunday, meeting at 9.30 BST 
at Cogan Railway Station, then catch¬ 
ing the train into Cardijf Central. 
From there, the walk will pick up the 
Tajf Trail down to the Bay; after lunch, 
the group will take the boat over to the 
Barrage, before walking back to pick 
up the cars in Cogan Station. 

Further information on the website 
- valeofglamorganramblers.co.uk. 

Gwenda Fitzpatrick 



Mr Williams mixes his ‘extreme reading’ 
with some extreme cooking. 

World Book Day 
laughs at Barry 
Comprehensive 


EVERY year, as 
part of World Book 
Day celebrations, 
the school’s English 
department runs its 
‘extreme reading’ 
competition. 

This involves read¬ 
ing in unusual places, 
and entries were 
numerous and varied 
- as usual. 

The winners were 
announced as Dylan 
Stanger (7JEV) for the 
pupils, and Mr 
Williams (PE depart¬ 
ment) for the staff. 

World Book Day 
also marked the close 
of the annual 
Readathon challenge 
which involves year-7 


pupils reading six 
books in just six 
weeks; £360 was 
raised by the 70 boys 
who completed the 
challenge as part of 
their independent 
learning. 

The money raised 
will go to CLIC 
Sargent, the children’s 
cancer charity, as well 
as earning tokens for 
more books in school. 

World Book Day 
also saw staff from all 
sorts of departments 
beginning their lessons 
by reading extracts 
from their favourite 
books - to show pupils 
that it’s not just 
English teachers who 
enjoy reading! 


Pupils learn about 
Amazon rainforest 


PUPILS at Oak 
Field School, who 
were recently 
awarded eco-school 
status, have been 
learning about the 
importance of the 
Amazon rainforest. 

Coun Rob Curtis 
sponsored an art compe¬ 
tition in which pupils 
were asked to paint or 
draw an Amazonian bird. 

In the process, pupils 
have learnt that the con¬ 
tinuing destruction of the 
Amazon rainforest could 
have a negative effect on 
the World’s climate. 

Coun Curtis said: 
“This could lead to 
unstable climate patterns 
and flooding events like 
the one Oakfield School 
experienced in 2007. 

“I am extremely proud 
of all the pupils who 
worked so hard to pro¬ 
duce work of such a high 
standard.” 

Pupils were in fancy 
dress to celebrate Red 
Nose day. 

The winners were: 
First: Kelsey Evans, sec¬ 
ond: Miah Margetts, 
third: Ella Phillips, 

fourth: Brandon Phillips, 
fifth: Tiah Williams, 
sixth: Neveah Storm, 
seventh: Libby-Jae 

Robson. 



Miah Margetts. 


Ella Phillips. 


Airport fundraisers’ 
£20,000 for charities 


STAFF and passen¬ 
gers at Cardiff 
Airport last year 
raised more than 
£20,000 for local 
charities. 

Collection tins were 
left in the terminal for 
passengers to donate. 

Volunteers also col¬ 
lected money at the air¬ 
port during peak times, 
often starting at 4am. 

Airport staff also took 


part in and organised a 
number of fundraising 
events for charities, 
including the Royal Air 
Force Benevolent Fund, 
which raised nearly 
£8,000 over the year. 

Other charities to 
benefit from fundraising 
at the airport included 
Cancer Research UK, 

Ty Hof an, Macmillan 
Cancer Support and The 
Christian Lewis Trust. 


r 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 


SPRING INTO ETB? 

PIE/SE CALL IN FOR YOUR FREE SPRING SAFETY CHECK 



attHfeoTwe 

NfMIUMSMOAU 
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se<55 It It MrtnOH' fk7S$ 
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STANDARD TYRES hoR 

^ £ 30.50 

I65/70TRI3 . 

175/70TRU 

175/65TR14 

FROM ONLr £30.S« 
FROM ONLr £38.7$ 
FROM ONLr £33.$0 

PERFORMANCE HRES Iron 

^ £ 38.50 

I85/65HR14 . 

185/65HR15 . 

195/65HR55 

FROM ONLY £38.$0 
FROM ONLY £38.$0 
FROM ONLY £38.9$ 

HIGH PERFORMANCE RRES Iroa 

^£ 39.95 

ie5/55VR15 . 

195/65V815 

205/55VR16 

FROM ONlr £41.99 
FROM ONLY £39.9$ 
FROM ONLr £44.9$ 

ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES tiie 

^ £ 48.95 
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BARRY 

i’.nTtfr ' .v^Ntoo 

AA 

CF63 2QV. “ 

01446 733167 



CARDIFF 

27 ^ Pc* .iflh Pi.%4acJ 
Cardiff AA 
c:Pti arr TT 

029 20 382644 






WE ARE OPEN; MONDAY • PRIDAY 8.00am ■ S.30pm. SATURDAYS 8.00am - 4.O0pm. WM 1 ^ ^ ^ 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! all major creoat cards accepted 


WE WIU NOT B[ 
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Creevy’s Punch fails 
to connect properly 


E RAN 

Creevy's 
debut film, 
Shifty, was a strong 
opening salvo from 
the British direc¬ 
tor; the tale of a 
drug dealer and his 
old friend was a 
superb piece of 
work announcing a 
new homegrown 
talent. 

Creevy's follow-up is 
a more ambitious effort, 
however, with Welcome 
To The Punch, a crime 
thriller that sees James 
McAvoy's detective 
Max Lewinsky go after 
Mark Strong's Jacob 
Stemwood (a bank rob¬ 
ber who escaped from 
Max three years previ¬ 
ously) when he comes 
back to London after his 
son is shot. 

However as Max's 
obsession with Jacob 
takes hold, events con¬ 
spire that see the two of 
them become embroiled 
in something much big¬ 
ger than they thought... 

Eran Creevy is obvi¬ 
ously a big fan of 
Michael Mann, particu¬ 
larly Heat as Welcome 
To The Punch shares 
many of Mann's stylistic 
tics, and pays particular 
homage to the crime 
thriller that is perhaps 
the best example of the 
geme to hit the big 
screen. 

While Creevy's ambi¬ 


tion can't be faulted, its 
similarities to Heat, and 
a lacklustre story, mean 
that this is one Punch 
that fails to land a 
knockout blow; instead 
it is a solidly-made 
piece that, come the end 
credits, just feels some¬ 
what underwhelming. 

Visually, the film is 
incredible, the city of 
London never having 
been shot with such 
beauty and clarity 
before. The steely hues 
will be more than famil¬ 
iar to Mann fans, but 
Creevy couldn't have 
picked a better example 
to base the film’s visual 
stylings on and it pays 
off immensely here, the 
slick look and feel 
showing a visual ambi¬ 
tion that very few 
British films aim for, 
and even fewer pull off. 

Even the gun shoot- 
outs are delivered with 
an intense, balletic feel 
that lend themselves to 
a bigger budget 
American film, and 
Creevy deserve plaudits 
for showing how strong 
a visual director he is, 
particularly as Shifty 
was a film that didn't 
rely on its visuals. 

But while the 
American taste lingers 
with the direction, it 
doesn't leave a particu¬ 
larly palatable one with 
the script, the dialogue 
often being delivered in 
bite-sized chunks that 
would sound a lot better 
being delivered with an 


American accent rather 
than a British one. 

The story offers noth¬ 
ing new, feeling hack¬ 
neyed and all too pre¬ 
dictable, and even a late 
swerve is the sort of 
twist that comes from 
predictability rather 
than necessity. While 
the film looks amazing, 
the story just doesn't 
match up to it. 

Pairing two of the 
finest British exports of 
recent years in the lead 
roles doesn't do your 
film any harm, and both 
McAvoy and Strong are 
as dependable and 
impressive as you 
would expect. 

Their characters 
aren't the freshest in the 
world, and neither are 
their motivations (mir¬ 
roring the 

Hanna/McCauley rela¬ 
tionship in Heat), but 
the pair travel a well- 
worn path with no little 
skill. 

There’s dependable 
support from the likes 
of Peter Mullan, Andrea 
Riseborough, Daniel 
Mays and David 
Morrisey, but it’s 
Johnny Harris, as a psy¬ 
chotic ex-soldier inte¬ 
gral to the pair's story, 
who stands out most in 
the support cast. 

Perhaps the success 
of his debut has stran¬ 
gled Creevy’s own 
voice, but Welcome To 
The Punch is a very 
lacklustre follow-up; 
too indebted to its influ- 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


ences with a script that 
just doesn’t come alive. 
The ambition and visual 
style shown is impres¬ 
sive - but the execution 
is not. 

VERDICT If Eran 
Creevy's debut feature 
was fresh and exciting, 
then Welcome To The 
Punch is worn and live¬ 
ly. The film looks so 
good, but under the styl¬ 
ish visuals lies an aver¬ 
age, and all-too-famil- 
iar, screenplay. Decent 
performances just about 
cover the script’s 
cracks, but it is a disap¬ 
pointing effort from the 
writer/director. 

Average. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Heat (1995), 
Layer Cake (2004) 


Penarth Computer Club - 
Learning about Black Boxes 


THE ‘Black Box’ of 
the computer is a 
mystery to lots of 
people who are 
interested only in 
using a mouse or 
keyboard to get the 
desired result; like 
the engine in a car 
or the inside of a 
television, what 
happens inside the 
box is of no interest 
so long as it works. 

So far, so good; there 
is no danger of confu¬ 
sion between a car, a TV 
or a computer. Alas, 
times are changing. 
More people are using 
several computers at 
home and need to link 
them together for con¬ 
venience. 

This makes sense 
because all the comput¬ 
ers can then talk to a sin¬ 
gle printer or use the 
same gateway to the 
internet. That they can 
also talk to each other 
means that files can be 
backed up easily to a 
central storage device or 
onto another computer. 
They can be linked by 
cable or wirelessly to 
form a home network. 

To control the traffic 
another black box is nec¬ 
essary and could be a 
hub, a switch or a router. 
Because they form the 
links in a network and 
seem to do the same sort 


of thing the names are 
sometimes (wrongly) 
used interchangeably. 
These black boxes are 
all communication 
devices, but they have 
different levels of abili¬ 
ty- 

A Google search will 
quickly turn up lots of 
information and use 
words like Eprotocols, 
and EIP addresses. 
That’s fine if you feel 
you need to know all 
that stuff, but the distinc¬ 
tion can be put into sim¬ 
ple terms. 

A hub is the simplest. 
A hub will take a signal 
from any device capable 
of sending it and for¬ 
ward it to all other 
devices connected to it. 
If it gets a reply from 
any device, it will also 
send the reply to all 
other devices connected 
to it. 

A switch will start 
like a hub, but immedi¬ 
ately learn the identities 
assigned automatically 
to each device. Signals 
carry information about 
the originating device 
and any response will be 
forwarded to the appro¬ 
priate device only. That 
reduces traffic and 
makes the network more 
efficient. 

A router is a more 
complex beast. It notes 
the source of a signal it 
receives from the home 
network, but forwards 


the signal to the internet 
as if it was the origina¬ 
tor, using its own 
address. It adds to each 
signal a code unique to 
that signal. If the code is 
contained in a response 
signal from elsewhere, 
the router remembers 
which device on the 
local network initiated 
the original signal and 
routes the response 
accordingly. 

Any unwanted 
incoming signal such as 
spam cannot contain 
such a unique code and 
cannot be passed to any- 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
767. 

• £2,000: 938709. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £10,500, 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 771554, 
852522, 685137, 168353, 
531477, 594328, 774250, 
966597, 903774, 958683, 
783084, 596358, 885759, 
523875, 302577, 177781, 
639078, 898171, 398857, 
713832. 

• £5:778165,660018, 
123387, 866581, 238017, 
678387, 214325, 116145, 
847242, 471940, 896408, 


where on the local net¬ 
work. This security is 
referred to as a Eire wall. 

As a network grows a 
dedicated computer can 
be added as a server to 
handle it all - a bigger 
Black Box. 

The next meeting is on 
Tuesday April 9 at All 
Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth 
7.30pm for 8pm. Mike J 
will explore genealogy. 
See our website at 
penarthcomputerclub.co 
.uk. 

HOWARD 

DESMOND 


535140, 293029, 478342, 
120296, 965154, 860980, 
892283, 722621, 162021, 
432561, 864023, 442126, 
138319, 666448, 764681, 
527924, 477902, 299264, 
876066, 230869, 549429, 
572630, 806562, 497829, 
736738, 661223, 917492, 
195908, 869529, 595637, 
199871, 483668, 464545, 
579726, 444578, 

563512, 173331, 773514, 
241419, 259928, 732837, 
562115, 755438, 750357, 
679571, 603109, 781240. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


TALENTED YOUNG SOLOISTS 
IN VALE SPRING CONCERT 


THE spring concert by Cerddorfa Dinas 
Powys Orchestra took place on March 
17 to a packed and very appreciative 
audience in The Parish Hall, Dinas 
Powys. 

The orchestra performed Mendelssohn Overture 
Fingals Cave and Schumann Symphony No. 4 in D 
Minor in the first half of the programme. 

However, the stars of the evening were undoubt¬ 
edly the three young soloists, Rosalind Phang, 
piano; Juliette Roos, violin and Ben Tarlton, cello, 
performing by kind permission of The Yehudi 
Menuhin School and playing Beethoven’s Triple 
Concerto for piano, violin, cello and orchestra. 

They are all only 17 years of age and yet their 
performance was masterful. Eull of confidence and 
poise and giving every indication of their future 
careers as successful soloists. 

Ben lives in Llantwit Major and at the Yehudi 
Menuhin School in January 2011. Ben’s parents 
have successful musical careers and his father, 
Antony Tarlton, is musical director of the orches¬ 
tra. 


This is his 20th year ‘in charge’ and the concert 
was a fitting tribute to his dedication and careful 
guidance during this time, which is much appreci¬ 
ated by all the members of the orchestra. 

The orchestra leader, Kay Marshall, is made up 
of dedicated amateur musicians from Cardiff and 
the Vale and performs two concerts each year, just 
before Easter and also in early December. 

To keep up to date with forthcoming events and 
for further details about the orchestra, visit the 
web site at www.cdpo.org.uk. MD 

BARRY TOURIST RAILWAY 

THE museum on Barry Tourist Railway’s Barry 
Island Station, will be open on Good Eriday and 
Easter Sunday. 

The Barry Tourist Railway will come to life over 
the Easter weekend as vintage trains operate 
between the station and Barry Waterfront. 

Every child riding on the trains will receive a free 
chocolate bunny, with special family rates available. 

Eull details at www.barrytouristrailway.co.uk or 
telephone 01446 748816. 


Boiler not working? 

You could be eligible 
for a FREE replacement 
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NEWS FROM PENARTH & DISTRICT RAMBLERS 

Spring in the 
step on a stroll 


ELEVEN walkers, 
including leader 
William, journeyed 
up to Usk (in 
Welsh, Brynbuga, 
which means 
Buga’s Hill) where 
the Norman castle 
above the river and 
the surrounding 
town are believed to 
have been founded 
by 1120. 

The castle was the 
centre for almost con¬ 
stant battles between the 
Welsh and the English 
and, following the Battle 
of Usk in 1405, when 
the English forces 
chased the Welsh across 
the river for the last 
time, with great loss of 
life, the town had to be 
rebuilt 

On the east bank of 
the Usk the early frost 
was melting as the sun 
shone. Passing the 
restored white windmill 
at Llancayo, they fol¬ 
lowed a natural bend in 
the river to reach the 
Llancayo solar panel 
farm, which covers a 32- 
acre site set behind 
hedgerows, generating 
electricity from daylight 
all year round. 

Heading uphill 
through meadows they 
enjoyed morning coffee 
in Ash Wood, before 
joining a lane that led to 
Hill Earm. 

Erom this point, there 


were stunning views of 
the Black mountains 
bathed in sunlight. 

Skilfully avoiding the 
attentions of some over 
zealous ponies, they 
descended into a won¬ 
drous green valley to 
admire the church dedi¬ 
cated to St Aeddan, with 
its beautiful carved rood 
screen and three gigantic 
yew trees adorning the 
churchyard. 

They are poisonous, 
except for their red 
berries - which attract 
birds, and in Roman 
times the yew was used 
as an antidote for adder 
bites. 

The largest yew with 
a 30-foot girth is 
believed to be over 
2,000 years old and 
inside the decaying hol¬ 
low centre is a new stem 
growing and regenerat¬ 
ing a new trunk to keep 
this ancient tree alive. 

A bridge has stood at 
Pont Kemeys since the 
16th century, but was 
destroyed in 1690 by 
floods. 

A solid oak structure 
replaced it in 1730 
before in 1829, it was 
replaced by an iron 
bridge supported by stur¬ 
dy chains that could 
withstand horses, carts 
and vehicles crossing. 

The present bridge, 
with its green painted 
girders, is under threat 
from corrosion, but is 
still known as the Chain 


Bridge . 

Crossing over to join 
part of the Usk Valley 
Walk on the west bank, 
they stopped for a quick 
lunch as the weather 
started to deteriorate. 

The sunshine returned 
as fields, woodland 
paths and quiet roads, 
the banks of which were 
bedecked with daffodils, 
snow drops and 
celandine, eventually led 
them back to the old 
stone bridge which 
crosses the River Usk. 

After a delightful 11- 
and-a-half mile walk in 
almost spring like condi¬ 
tions, they prepared for 
the journey home. 

On Saturday, March 
30, the group will be 
celebrating their 20th 
anniversary with a rural 
10-mile moderate walk 
in the Usk valley, taking 
in the villages of 
Tredunnock and 
Llanhennock- leaving 
Cogan Leisure Centre at 
9am. Contact Joy on 
01446 737131. 

Opening the new pro¬ 
gramme on Easter 
Monday (April 1) meet 
at 9.30am at Cogan for a 
9.5-mile mod/hard walk 
to Sugar Loaf, which 
features some rough 
walking; contact Robin 
on 029 2051 4051. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 


Spring, a time for Easter 
bunnies, black hounds... 

and fearsome riders on goats! 


W^JLIE^ by Hayley Williams 


SPRING is one of 
the pleasurable sea¬ 
sons of the year, as 
it breaks the transi¬ 
tion between the 
winter and summer. 

It lasts for three 
months from March to 
May, and is an indication 
that nature is preparing 
for new beginnings, 
when animals and 
insects re-emerge from 
hibernation and birds 
raise their young. 

Plants, flowers and trees 
begin their rebirth, too. 

Spring is a varied sea¬ 
son, as throughout the 
world it is dependent on 
local climate and time 
zones. 

The spring equinox on 
March 21 has been 
declared as the first day 
of this welcome season, 
and the noticeable 
increase in hours of day¬ 
light and a rise in tem¬ 
perature are all signifi¬ 
cant because of the 
earth’s tilt of 23.5 on its 
axis towards the sun, as 
well as more prominent 
tidal currents. 

In more recent times, 
earlier appearances of 
spring have occurred, 
with rising temperatures 
during the winter 
months, sending nature 
into confusion. 

Also known as the 
vernal equinox, which 


falls between March 19- 
21, the spring equinox 
(which means equal 
night in Latin), was orig¬ 
inally introduced by the 
Romans, who used the 
lunar calendar to predict 
the spring season, as 
they realised that both 
day and night were 12 
hours long. 

But it was Julius 
Caesar who reformed the 
festival to the solar cal¬ 
endar, declaring the date 
of the equinox to be 
March 25, with 365 days 
in the year ahead and a 
day extra every four 
years. 

In 1582, Pope 
Gregory XIII changed 
the date back to March 
21, because March and 
April were known for 
their connections with 
religious festivals. 

The main celebration 
during springtime is 
Easter, which is thought 
to derive from pagan, 
Hebrew and Christian 
traditions. 

Eggs portray signs of 
new life, and they 
became traditionally 
eaten at Easter, taken 
from the German word 
Eostre. 

Eggs were forbidden 
to be consumed during 


the 40 days of Lent, 
where fasting and omit¬ 
ting dairy products from 
the diet was essential. 

It was customary to 
present friends with red 
coloured eggs while 
chanting Easter greet¬ 
ings. Red symbolised 
the blood shed by Jesus 
during his crucifixion. 

Ancient traditions sur¬ 
rounding the spring 
equinox and Easter 
include Morris dancing, 
performed on Easter 
Sunday to banish the 
evil spirits of winter. 

Another favourite cus¬ 
tom was performed on 
Easter Monday and 
Tuesday. Named ‘lifting 
and heaving’, it required 
young men to visit hous¬ 
es in their neighbour¬ 
hood carrying a chair 
decorated with flowers. 

They would encour¬ 
age girls or ladies to sit 
upon the chair, and the 
men would lift the 
female three times into 
the air as a sign of good 
luck for the year ahead. 

The following day, 
the opposite was per¬ 
formed where the ladies 
would tend to the duties 
of the chair lifting. 

The fable of freshly- 
baked bread, made on 


Good Eriday and handed 
to sailors on ships about 
to set off on the high 
seas, was believed to 
bring good luck for the 
voyage ahead. 

The eerie occurrence 
of dancing white waves 
appearing in the vicinity 
of Nash Point around 
Easter time have been 
seen. 

Witnesses have 
described them as 
‘Merry dances’ when 
deceased sailors seemed 
to ride on the crest of the 
wave as if on horseback. 

But could these ghost¬ 
ly images be an indica¬ 
tion that the departed are 
still lurking on the seas 
where they met their 
end, or just a trick of the 
imagination? 

An intriguing legend 
of folklore involves 
spring-heeled Jack. 

Thought to have lived 
during the Victorian era, 
he would perform giant 
leaps into the air at 
night. He was believed 
to be tall and thin, wear¬ 
ing a black cloak. 

He had clawed hands 
with his eyes resembling 
red balls of fire, breath¬ 
ing out blue and white 
flames before disappear¬ 
ing into the night. 


The ghost of the 
Easter bunny is full of 
intrigue, as it is said to 
only appear once a year 
- on Easter Sunday. 
Catching a glimpse of 
this special ghost is said 
to bring good luck for 
the year ahead. 

Woodland areas are 
particularly haunted 
around the time of 
Easter, where wild hunts 
were traditional. 

Black hounds are said 
to prowl the dense forest 
,accompanied by fear¬ 
some riders on the backs 
of horses and goats. 

But why would these 
alarming images want to 
lurk around areas likely 
to be unrecognisable to 
them in today’s society? 

The coastline around 
Britain also has its 
ghostly tales where mer¬ 
maids are said to ring 
bells hidden beneath the 
waters of our shores. 

Witnesses to this 
spectacle are thought to 
gain a long-lasting and 
fruitful life... But could 
these tales be a matter of 
folklore, passed down 
through the generations 
of time? 

Fact or Fiction? 
Only you can decide... 
Hayley Williams 
hayley.williams550@yah 
oo.com 


Slide and store with the DOOR DOCTOR 


Offering a stunning range of the latest designs for your bedroom. 



DOOR f 
DOCTOR 

fFSSms, CESS COST 
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01446 688018 
01656 360027 
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A local family business offering an expert 
design and fit service... 

Made to Measure • Custom Made Interiors 
Stylish • Modern 
100s of colours to choose from 
including the luxury frameless range 
Special Opening Offer - FREE FITTING! 
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COWBRIDGE BALANCES 
KEEPING THE OLD WITH 
ENCOURAGING THE 


tlOAMRA Fub of the Year Status.^ 

The Vale of 
Glamorgan Inn 

High Street, COH/BRIDGE 

A Real Pub 

HOME-COOKED 
MEALS 
served from 
12 noon - 2.00pm 
Monday to Saturday 

•Real ales 
•Real Fires 

• Real Welcome 

• Families Welcome 
This is a 
Traditionai 
Ftiendiy Fub 
with a large 
beer garden and 
a Great Famiiy 
Atmosphere. 

01446 772252 . 

Gaikfill^Walker 


For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 

also a full range of legal services 
including: Conveyancing - 
Residentai and Commercial 

Free written quotations on request 

Appointments avaiiabie at both offices 

Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 





J 


Adey 
Fitzgerald 
Walker 

Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 

Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

• Free initial consultation 

• New business start-ups 

• Self assessment tax 
returns/tax advice 

• Business accounts for sole 
traders/partnerships and 
companies 

• Company formations/audits 

• VAT ana payroll services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 

Cowbridge, Vale (f Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 739953 


W HENEVER The GEM looks at 
an area such as Cowbridge at 
this time of year, the theme tends 
to include the arrival of spring, the onset 
of warmer weather, the prospect of more 
daylight as the clocks go forward, and 
changes that have taken place in the town 
over the last year. 

Well, after the last few weeks, it’s probably best 
to hold fire on the weather and the arrival of 
spring! 

We can, however, rely on the clocks going for¬ 
ward (that will be in the early hours of March 31) - 
and we can also rely on changes in Cowbridge, 
because the town has definitely not rested on its 
laurels in recent years. 

At a time when many areas bemoan the lack of 
any worthwhile investment - after all, money is 
tight - Cowbridge still manages to make things 
happen. 

Visit some towns and things look the same as 
they did 10 years ago. Visit Cowbridge and you get 
the sense of an evolving town where various inter¬ 
ests - voluntary groups and business interests in 
particular - are constantly refining and improving 
the environment. 

Of course, attracting investment is easier if the 
town is an attractive place to visit and to live in, 
and Cowbridge was recently listed by the Sunday 
Times as one of the ‘Top 10’ places to live in 
Wales. 

This reputation means that land in the town is 
snapped up, and Taylor Wimpey recently bought 
the site where the Cowbridge Comprehensive 
Lower School used to be. 

The development, named ‘Scholars’ View’ in a 
nod to its past, is now well under way, and is 
attracting a great deal of interest. 

This will be the second development based on 
Cowbridge’s old school history. It is only a few 
years ago that Centregreat bought the former 
Cowbridge Grammar School building and turned it 


www.funfoundationsdaynursery.co.uk 


FoundoTions 
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Delighted to be accredited with the 
Woles PPA Quality Award! 

Reasons to celebrate 

_ ■ ^ • 'Educore' that is child-centred, 

adventurous and exciting for all! 

• All our staff hove the relevant childcare qualifications 
and have completed the necessary Criminal Record 

Bureau Inspections 

• School - run Service, which may include us dropping 

off and/or collecting from the local area. 

• Exclusive parking for dropping off 

and collecting your children. 

• Equipment includes Deluxe Role play unit and 
Interactive White Board, vegetable and herb garden. 

• Fresh meals prepared daily by Sue, 

the nursery cook. 

• A personal service - managed by two local primary 

teachers with excellent finks to local schools. 


CCTV operated in all rooms 



Don Mitchell 
Architect 

INNOVATIVE 
PRACTICAL 
, DESIGN 

From planning to completion 

01446 771218 

Top floor, 39 High Street, COWBRIDGE CF71 7AE 
don@donmitchellarchitect.co.uk 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


into high-quality apartments, and all the signs are 
that the latest development will be of similar quali¬ 
ty- 

Of course, the biggest investment in the town in 
the last six months or so has been the arrival of 
Waitrose, who moved into a purpose-built unit on 
the site of the old Hurrans garden centre. 

The food store occupies a distinctive part of the 
retail sector, and it has definitely attracted visitors 
from neighbouring towns - in particular, Porthcawl 
and Bridgend - using the two hours free parking to 
visit the store and take a look around the town. 

It is early days, of course, and too soon to assess 
the long-term effect of this change to the retail 
environment, but it has certainly given new visitors 
the chance to see that the town has a very distinc¬ 
tive range of shops, the vast majority owner man¬ 
aged, and built on the dual concepts of personal 
service and product lines that offer something dif¬ 
ferent from the chain stores. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 21) 


Thomas Bros 

Indepedent 
Funeral Directors 

►Lady in Attendance 
►Professional care assured 

COWBRIDGE 

Tel 01446 775681 


Family-run business established 1906 


ChipsAway 

Professional quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

t/Quick »/Convenient ✓^Fully guaranteed 
• Paintwork Scratches 
• Bumper Scuffs • Alloy Wheels 
To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 


MOBILE SERVICE 

Alternatively, call 

0800 028 7878 

or visit _ 

www.chipsaway.co.uk 



ALL YOU MEED TO MAlCE THE 
•GST or SS^IMG IN AND 
AROUND YOUR AARDCN 

FOREST PRODUCTS 
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COMMUNITY SPIRIT IS THE 
DRIVING FORCE IN TOWN 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20) 

Fashion retailer Mark Jones is a classic example 
of a retailer who has found that Cowbridge is a 
great place to do business. 

Three years ago, he opened E 91, very much a 
‘fashion forward’ boutique, with the accent on 
showcasing garments that were not available any¬ 
where else in south Wales. 

Within a year, he found that a ‘slightly older’ 
clientele were asking for a similar choice of outfits, 
particularly for weddings and special occasions, 
and so he opened ‘E 91 Classic’ just down the road. 

Mark said: “We chose Cowbridge rather than 
Cardiff, for instance, because it is easier to give the 
type of service we want to here. 

“We get to know our customers, they tell us 
what events are on the horizon, and we can let 
them know what we have coming in, and in which 
of the two shops they will find it.” 

He has mothers and daughters among his cus¬ 
tomers, and a number of customers who travel 
from London, west Wales and the West Country 
because they prefer the ambience in Cowbridge. 

Alun John is the chairman of the Cowbridge 
Chamber of Trade, and he feels that the next 12 
months is important to the future of the town. 

He said: “There is no doubt that what makes 
Cowbridge a unique place to shop is the lack of 
chain stores, and I would urge everyone to support 
the independent traders. 

“Clearly, customers can show their support by 
visiting the shops and taking note of what is on 


sue mcdonagh 



ne\N prints and 
original paintings 
www.suemcdonagh.co.uk 
The Old Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge 
01446 773012 

View and buy 
work, find out more 
about commissions 
oniine, by phone or 
visit her studio. 


Heritage 
Clothing 
for Men 
and Women 

Henri Lloyd, Mustoi 
Quaba Sails, Seoscft, 
White Stuff, 

Great Plains, f 
French Connection, 
plus local Welsh I 
designers. 



01446 772127 
www.pebmeclothing.co.uk] 
^ Town Hall Square, 1 
^^bridge,jbF7l 7D[:^ 



Life not all It's cracked 
up to be at the moment? 


for ar>- legal i%r.ji^rnat are 
onrr<? tr. iftr 


SOQOAfIghStM 
Cnwtndga 
01445 774 1T.1 


hopkins 

-■ O I t r. I T O R H 


WWW hopkinslawltd.com 


offer. Also, I would urge landlords to take a longer- 
term view of Cowbridge, when setting their rents, 
so that the town can protect its reputation as a 
shopping centre that has a wide variety of ‘niche’ 
shops.” 

Voluntary groups play a big part in Cowbridge, 
not just by putting on events but by adding to the 
amenities and the social fabric of the town. 

The Cowbridge and Llantwit Major Lions have 
stepped up to the plate this year by reviving the 
May Layre - an old country tradition that faded 
away some years ago. 

It will be back this year, however,at the Bear 
Lield on May 6. 

GREAT SUCCESS 

Other voluntary groups - and there are several - 
put their time and expertise to improving the town 
by reviving neglected areas, and in recent years 
they have had great success. 

The Cowbridge Physic Garden Trust succeeded 
in gaining Lottery cash to convert an overgrown 
area into a geometric garden, featuring flowers and 
plants used by physicians several hundred years 
ago. 

It is an established tourist attraction now, and a 
great place to stop and read or have a break - when 
the weather improves.. 

Similarly, the Old Hall Gardens Trust, through a 
combination of grant aid and volunteers’ efforts, 
has overseen a transformation of an area that is, 
after all, just off the main street. 

Holy Cross Church - a beautiful building in its 
own right - has recently completed a re-design, to 
make it a more flexible space that can be used for 
community events. 

Another trust, this time the Cowbridge Charter 
Trust, has been busy in recent years reclaiming the 
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A Delightful dining experience... 
RESTAURANT & TAKE-AWAY menus 

Lunchtimes & Evenings 


Exciting new dishes introduced. 


WEEKDAY DINNER SPECIAL 

2 courses for only 
Adult £11.50 Child £6.50 
Sample our 

TASTE OF CHINA’ SPECIAL 

Keep tasting ‘til you’re full! Served Sunday to Thursday 

Adults - £14.95 Child under 10 - £6.50 


historic town walls and these are now restored and 
on public view. 

They are still on the case, though, and the next 
stage of their work will see old cattle sheds 
knocked down, revealing more of the walls, and 
creating extra parking spaces as well! 

Cowbridge’s strengths are well known. The alley 
ways and courtyards, rich in history and dotted 
with businesses that offer something special are an 
established plus point. 

Similarly, the range of options where you can 
stop for a coffee, a drink, a pub meal, a sandwich 
or tapas, or a restaurant meal, are well known to 
the town’s residents and regular visitors. 

What makes Cowbridge different, however, is 
the constant striving to improve the town. 

Some towns have plenty of organisations that 
“want to keep things as they are” and who will 
write to the papers opposing just about everything. 

Cowbridge’s organisations are different because, 
while they will band together to protect things that 
are valued in the town - just look at last year’s 
protests to save the livestock market - they also 
spend time on finding ways to improve the town. 

Long may it continue! 


IWC 
& VA.UE 

PRIVATE TAXI MIRK 

Planning some leisure time? 

Relax, unwind and travel safely... 

Local and Long Distance 
Airports and Stations 
Business Contracts Welcome 

01446 774714 

Email: cowbridgeandvale@btconnect.com 


Our lunch choice starts from as little 
as £3.50. Remember to visit. 


Private Parties Negotiable 


Telephone orders welcome 
T: 01446 771668 ^ 

F: 01446 773539 



DRYCLEANING f 


Expert drydeaning 
and hand laundry 
of silks, line clothes 
and linens 



Collection and delivery 
to and from the 
home and workplace 


Ipswich Road 402 Cowbridge Road East 35 High Street 
Cardiff Victoria Pari< Cowbridge 

CARDIFF: 029 2063 3100 
COWBRIDGE: 01446 773873 
www.dbcleaners.co.uk 


3 fon 3 fan Itl) 

Designer Shoes for Everyone 


7-11 Morgan Arcade, 
Cardiff CF10 2AF 
Tel: 020 2039 7339 


18 High Street, 
Cowbridge CF71 7AG 
Tel: 01446 775226 
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STAGECOACH STUDENTS DO 
THEIR BIT FOR RED NOSE DAY 



S TAGECOACH 
Theatre Arts 
in Cowbridge 
have enjoyed a fan¬ 
tastic term, with 
great drama, dance 
and singing ses¬ 
sions, rehearsals, 
auditions, filming 
opportunities, pre¬ 
sentations and 
awards. 

Students also 
dressed up in fancy 
dress for Red Nose 
Day, and raised a fan¬ 
tastic £272.54! 

They are enrolling 
now for the summer 
term and holiday work¬ 
shops, so for more 
information, telephone 
Helene and Rob on 
01446 781454. 


EASTER CRAFT HOUR 


A children’s a craft hour and 

store in Easter egg hunt 

Cowbridge this Saturday 

will be raising cash (March 30). 

for Ty Hafan with Daisy and Jack’s 


Orchestra’s concert 


T he Rhondda 
Symphony 
Orchestra 
will be perorming a 
concert in the beau¬ 
tiful setting of Holy 
Cross Church, 
Cowbridge, on 
April 13, at 7.30pm. 

The programme 
includes Grieg’s Peer 
Gynt Suites 1 and 2, and 
Schumann’s Symphony 
Nol. 

The orchestra, con¬ 
ducted by Donal 
Bannister, will also play 


Simon Wills’ 

Truffaldino, which is 
based on the music of 
Scarlatti. 

Tickets are £10, but 
under-18s are free. For 
further details, telephone 
01443 650412. 


will be showing chil¬ 
dren how to make 
Easter decorations and 
doing glitter tattoos 
and face painting, 
starting at Ham. 

The Easter hunt 
starts at 12 noon. The 
cost is £10, places must 
be pre-booked, and all 
profits will go to the 
Ty Hafan hospice. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01446 
772133 or e-mail 
info @daisyandjack. co. uk 


ABOVE: The Stagecoach pupils get 
dressed up for Red Nose Day. 


Ui 


A variety of scarf 
yams. Eclectic range 
of pattern books for 
women, children & 
‘curvier ’ figures. 
For gentlemen too! 

Hand dyed Yam from 
The Old Piggery 


• Wednesday afternoon knitting club! • 

Back to basics . . .Wool to touch and feel before you buy! 
1 Penny Lane, COWBRIDGE CF71 7EG - 01446 772055 



ICaiirlbeirs 




72 Eastgate 
Cowbridge 
01446 775107 


TRENDY MODERN IDEAS 

jb- ' 


I 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 
Monday - Saturday 8.30am to 6pm 
Sunday 10am to 3pm 



CelehratifiQ 

25 


years. 
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Cowbridge church’s 
Palm Sunday tradition 


The Cross leads the 
sion on its way 
from the town 
hall to Holy Cross 
Church. 


PHOTOGRAPH by MIKE WILCOCK. 


C hurches 

Together in 
Cowbridge 
braved the biting 
winds on Palm 
Sunday for the tra¬ 
ditional procession, 
which was followed 
by an ecumenical 
service. 

The procession 
assembled at the town 
hall, and made its way 
to Holy Cross Church 
in time for the service. 

Easter services will 
continue this weekend. 
Tomorrow (Friday) 
there will be a Liturgy 
of the Passion and 
Holy Communion at 
noon at Holy Cross 
Church. 

At 3pm, there will 
be a performance of 
Stainer’s ‘The 
Crucifixion’ at 
Llanblethian Church 
(admission free). 

On caster Saturday, 
there will be a Taize 
Vigil and first 
Eucharist at 


Ystradowen. 

Easter Sunday serv¬ 
ices start at 6am with a 
‘Son Rise Eucharist at 
Llanfrynach, and an 
Sam Eucharist at Holy 
Cross. 

At 9.15am, there 
will be eucharists at 


Llanblethian, 
Llandough, Penllyn 
and St Mary Church, 
and at 11am, there will 
be eucharists at 
Flemingston, 
Llansannor, 
Ystradowen, St Hilary 
and Holy Cross. 


leating place 





Plus... Salad Bar, Soups 
and Jacket Potatoes 
Speciality Frozen Yogurt 
selection from £ 1.95 
Smoothies, Fruit Shoots etc. 



A quaint, friendly sandwich and coffee 
bar offering a healthy option to fast food! 


Telephone orders: 0 I 446 771 577 

or just call in... 74 Eastgate, Cowbridge 

Open Saturday & Sunday Food Festival Weekend ' 

theeatingplace.co.uk _ 


LIKE us ON FACEBOOK - WIN £40! 
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Hi 


The friendly team at Vale 4x4 are situated in North Road, Cowbridge 




Don t forget 
your Pre-Holiday 
Check 




M^YuaTeooitvoufirfvtit MO 


01446 773768 
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BONNETS, EGGS AND AN ICE 
CREAM HAT FOR EASTER! 




The end of term at All 
Saints Church in Wales 
Primary School was cel¬ 
ebrated in the usual 
way, with a colourful 
Easter bonnet parade. 

Children posed, class by 
class, in their crafted cre¬ 
ations and the judges had a 
really challenging task. 

Three winners were 
chosen from each class and 
they were presented with 
certificates and chocolate 
Easter eggs provided by 
the parents and friends 
association. 

There was an amazing 
array of original ideas and 
year-6 teacher, Mr Ball, 
thought the ice cream hat 
was good enough to eat! 

Headteacher, Richard 
Ware, praised the children 
for their enthusiastic par¬ 
ticipation and wished everyone a happy Easter. 

LM 


Miss Wales finalist’s 
fundraising appeal 

A former member of 
10th Barry Guides, 

Rachel Peters (pictured 
right), is asking local 
residents to support a 
charity fundraising 
effort. 

Rachel (17) said: “As a 
Miss Wales 2013 finalist, 
am fund-raising for Bobath 
Wales, on March 30 with a 
table top sale in aid of 10th 
Barry Guides. It starts at 9.30am, at the Guide Hall 
on top of Romilly Road (opposite Romilly School). 

“1 hope everyone can come, all the money goes to 
Bobath, such a great cause! 

“Free entry, cakes, coffee and much more” she 
added. 


Local band 
launches EP 


ON March 30 at 7 
pm local band 
called ‘Back to 

November’ has its 
official EP Launch 
in the Glamorgan 
Suite at Barry 

Memorial Hall. 

The band’s EP 

Without Reason will be 
available on iTunes from 
March 30. 

“We have been 

together for just over a 
year now and have been 


recording for the past 
few months. The EP con¬ 
sists of 4 tracks: 1. 
Falling (original) 2. I 
Won’t Give Up (cover) 

3. Hazel Eyes (original) 

4. Tickle Tears (origi¬ 

nal)” said band 
spokesman Edan 

Edwards. 

The event starts at 
7pm and tickets can be 
bought via the Memo 
website for £6. check 
Memo website for 
details. 


What’s 

Art show 

AN exhibition of local 
artist Gary Hamer 
Rees’s latest oil paint¬ 
ings continues at 
Llanerch Vineyard, 
Hensol, Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

Diggers 

wanted! 

VOLUNTEERS are 
needed on April 8 to 
dig over planting area 
to help Llanblethian 
Community Group 
create a Diamond 
Jubilee feature for the 
2013 Best Kept Village 
competition. 

Digging will take 
about three to four hours 
for two to three volun¬ 
teers. 

Contact Mike (01446 


on, and 

773583), Rebecca 
(01446 773264), Arthur 
(01446 772995), Chris 
(01446 775020) or 

Beverly (01446 772704) 
to volunteer. 

Spring 
concert at 
Ramoth 

A SPRING concert by 
Con Voce will take 
place at Ramoth 
Church, Cowbridge. 

‘April Shower’, an 
evening of music, is on 
Friday, April 12, at 
7.30 pm. 

Tickets are £5, and 
available from Mrs 
Mavis Ashford or church 
members. 

All proceeds will go 
to Bible society and 
church funds. 


where? 

FoE meets 

BARRY and Vale FoE 
will meet on April 2, to 
consider the Local 
Groups’ Conference 
being held in Hebron 
Hall, Dinas Powys, 
from April 26-28. 

The group will be 
pushing for a green belt 
in the Vale LDP, to stop 
further greenfield devel¬ 
opment, from Porthkerry 
to Barry Woods and 
from Wenvoe to Sully. 

It will be inviting 
local politicians to dis¬ 
cuss energy, Hinckley 
Point nuclear power and 
the barrage, or sustain¬ 
able green energy, at 
their meeting on May 7. 
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VETERANS’ ARCTIC STAR MEDALS 


THIS week at last saw the 
first Arctic Star medals 
awarded in a presentation 
ceremony at 10, Downing 
Street, followed by a recep¬ 
tion at HMS Belfast, 

Veterans, including local men 
who have long fought for an 
Arctic Convoy medal, were final¬ 
ly honoured in a ceremony for the 
survivors to receive the Arctic 
Star. 

No-one had medals in mind as 
the months of March in World War 
Two went on, though there were 
further losses of local men, paid 
tribute to on the local Vale of 
Glamorgan Merchant Navy monu¬ 
ment in Barry and on the Roll of 
Honour. 

Many ships sailed from Barry 
Docks to join convoys: March 
1943, in particular, was an impor¬ 
tant month as it had seen the U- 
boat offensive reach its peak, with 
a series of major convoy battles, 
first around convoys HX 228, SC 
121, and UGS 6, then followed the 
battle for HX229/SC122, the 
largest convoy battle of the war. 

To mark the historic 70th 
anniversary, the Merchant Navy 
and the Royal Navy are to join in 
marking what may be the final 
commemoration of the Battle of 
the Atlantic in May this year. 

The date has been chosen 
because it was during 1943 that 
the tide began to turn, and 
although German submarines 
rejoined battle later that year, and 
fought to the bitter end, they never 
again posed such a threat to 
Britain's maritime life-lines. 

But the cost of keeping the 
nation’s supply routes open was 
fearful: over 36,000 merchant sea¬ 
men lost their lives and 5,000 
ships were sunk. 

The toll for the months of 
March in the early war years: 
(the names, where possible of 


local men, are shown in brackets 
with each ship’s report). 

March 14, 1941 saw the cargo 
ship Herport loaded with a cargo 
of coal detonate a mine off East 
Anglia and sink with the loss of 
four crew (John Daly). 

On March 18, 1941, the SS. 
Medjerda was to^edoed by U- 
105. She broke in two pieces; 
being heavily loaded, the ship 
took only 30 seconds to sink. The 
master, two gunners and 51 crew 
were lost (Arthur Lye). 

The steamship Stanleigh, in 
convoy off Liverpool Bay on 
March 27, 1941, was attacked at 
night by German aircraft. She 
soon sank, rolling so that she 
destroyed one of her boats full of 
men; six men survived on a raft 
(oil barrels and planks) being 
picked up after a day afloat 
(Thomas J Richards). 

Also on March 27, the SS 
Koranton, a British cargo steamer, 
when on route from Philadelphia 
for Hull, was torpedoed by U-98 
and sunk with the loss of the 36 
crew (Trevor Davies). 

On March 15, 1942, the master, 
34 crew members and six gunners 
of the British merchant fleet ship 
Manaqui were lost when the ship 
was sunk by an enemy vessel near 
Barbuda. 

Lor years, it was believed that 
the ship was recorded as sunk by a 
German U-boat, U-504. More 
recently, it has been suggested that 
the Italian submarine Morosini 
was the source of the attack 
(Charles Wordingham). 

On March 16, 1942, the 

unescorted Baron Newlands was 
hit by one torpedo from U68 and 
sank immediately by the bow six 
miles south of Cape Palmas, 
Liberia; 14 crew members and 
four gunners were lost. 

The master, 17 crew members 
and two gunners, landed at Grande 
Sesters and Piccaniani Cess, near 
Cape Palmas (Septimus L 


Ashford, Alfred U Barnes, 
Jeremiah O'Connell, Joseph 
Sidney Stiff, Jaan Wahter, Prank H 
Warner). 

At 23.17 hours on January 15, 
1942, the MV Diala was torpe¬ 
doed and damaged by U-553 
about 300 miles east-south-east of 
Cape Race. 

The vessel was proceeding after 
the convoy ON-52 was dispersed. 
The bow was blown off and the 
superstructure was extensively 
damaged. 

The tanker was abandoned, but 
remained afloat and was reported 
drifting northeast; 48 crew mem¬ 
bers and nine gunners were lost. 

The master, six crew members 
and one gunner were picked up by 
the British merchant Telefora de 
Larrinaga and landed at New 
York. 

Pour survivors from the 
Athelcrown, which had been sunk 
by U-82 on January 22, boarded 
the abandoned, drifting wreck of 
the Diala. 

They remained on board for 
eight days before they were res¬ 
cued by the Swedish merchant 
Saturnus and landed on the Paroes 
Isles. 

On March 19, the drifting 
wreck was last seen by Allied 
ships in position 47°N/37°W, after 
attempts to tow her were unsuc¬ 
cessful. The wreck of the Diala 
was sunk on 23 March by U-587 
(Henry J Tressider). 

At 06.09 hours on March 25, 
1942, the unescorted motor tanker 
Narragansett was hit in the stem 
by one torpedo from U-105, about 
400 miles east of Hampton Roads, 
Virginia and sank burning after a 
hit with a coup de grace at 06.18 
hours. 

The master, 42 crew members 
and six gunners were lost. 

The tanker had been missed by 
a spread of three torpedoes at 
04.01 hours and a spread of two 
torpedoes at 04.08 hours 


(Reginald E. Poole). 

On March 29, 1942, the British 
steamer Tredinnick was torpedoed 
and sunk by the Italian submarine 
Pietro Calvi, all hands, 46 in total, 
were lost (Clifford A Powell). 

On passage from Savannah to 
the UK, on March 31, 1942, the 
British steamship Eastmoor was 
torpedoed by U-71 and sank about 
600 miles E. of Hampton Roads 
(Prank A Bettley-Cooke, Augustus 
Vanburgh). 

The Battle of the Atlantic 
reached its climax in the spring of 
1943, when the Germans were 
forced to withdraw their U-boats 
temporarily from the battle, after 
suffering crippling losses in what 
became known to them as ‘Black 
May’. 

An attack on Convoy ONS-5 
(Apr 28 1943 - May 6 1943) was 
seen as the turning point in the 
Battle of the Atlantic. 

Black May 1943 saw the U- 
boat strength reach its peak, with 
240 operational U-boats, of which 
118 were at sea, yet the sinking of 
Allied ships continued to decline. 
Black May also saw the greatest 
losses suffered by U-boats up to 
that time, with 41 being destroyed 
in May 1943 — 25 per cent of the 
operational U-boats. 

Allied losses for March 1943 
totalled 120 ships, of which 82 
were lost in the Atlantic. The 
UBW (U-Boat Waffe) lost 12 U- 
boats during this time. 

A Royal Navy report later con¬ 
cluded, “The Germans never came 
so near to disrupting communica¬ 
tions between the New World and 
the Old as in the first twenty days 
of March 1943”. 

This year will be especially 
important, as it was in May 1943 
that better deployment of technol¬ 
ogy and intelligence finally turned 
the tide against the wolf packs. 

It was a pivotal moment, which 
allowed the logistical build-up 
that would ultimately lead to the 


success of D Day. 

Though much was changing, 
war was war, and much more 
would occur: 

At 23.15 hours on March 4, 
1943, the unescorted California 
Star was hit by two torpedoes 
from U-515 about 335 miles 
northwest of Plores, Azores, a 
coup de grace hit on the port side 
at 23.34 hours. 

The vessel sank by the bow a 
few minutes after being hit on the 
port side. The U-boat surfaced to 
question the survivors and took 
the Second Officer George 
Cameron Smart as prisoner 
aboard. 

At daybreak, the survivors 
decided that the master should sail 
the only lifeboat to the nearest 
land to get help for the survivors 
left behind drifting on rafts. 

One boy died and was buried at 
sea before the boat with the mas¬ 
ter, 19 crew members and three 
passengers reached Plores after 11 
days. 

A subsequent search for the 
rafts was unsuccessful, they were 
never seen again. A total of 41 
crew members, eight gunners and 
one passenger were lost (Peter D 
Ratnek). 

The SS Empire Tower was a 
British cargo steamer launched as 
Roxburgh and again in 1937 she 
was renamed Tower Eield and in 
1942 Empire Tower for the British 
Government. 

On March 5, 1943, when on 
route from Huelva and Gibraltar 
for Middlesbrough, she was torpe¬ 
doed by German submarine U-130 
and sunk; 38 crew lost from a total 
crew of 44 (Daniel Murphy). 

At 23.09 hours on March 17, 
1943, U-305 fired a spread of two 
torpedoes at the convoy SC-122 
southeast of Cape Parewell and hit 
the Port Auckland in station num¬ 
ber 93 and Zouave in station num¬ 
ber 84, which sank within five 
minutes. 


Twelve crew members and one 
gunner from Zouave were lost. 
The master, 24 crew members and 
five gunners were picked up by 
HMS Godetia (K 226) (Lt A.M .P. 
Larose) and landed at Gourock 
(Joseph P Payne). 

At 15.40 hours on March 18, 
1943, the Clarissa Radcliffe, a 
straggler from convoy SC-122 
was torpedoed and sunk by 
German submarine U-663 west of 
Boston. 

The ship was missed by three 
torpedoes, before the fourth sank 
her almost immediately. The mas¬ 
ter, 42 crew members and 12 gun¬ 
ners were lost (Pedro Lopez, Paul 
A. Phipps). 

On March 22, 1945, the Empire 
Kingsley, a British cargo steam 
vessel on route from Ghent for 
Manchester in ballast, was torpe¬ 
doed and sunk by German subma¬ 
rine U-315, 8 crew lost from a 
total crew of 57 (George Bryant). 

Priday, March 30, 1945 saw the 
loss of the SS Jim bound for 
Dieppe, she was sunk, possibly, by 
a German midget submarine off 
Aldeburgh (William Poster). 

It would, of course, be remiss 
not to mention that while we were 
a nation dependent on the sea for 
survival in those days, nothing has 
changed; we remain equally 
dependent today. 

With so much of the UK’s daily 
requirements still moving by sea 
and the future of resources and 
energy supply so dependent on the 
freedom to use the sea as a high¬ 
way for trade, our prosperity as a 
nation is intricately linked to the 
sea. 

This year’s commemoration is 
not unique to the MN and RN 
effort; it is a national and interna¬ 
tional one. 

JT GREENWAY 


CREATIVE RURAL COMMUNITIES ARE LOOKING FOR^ 


MAE CYMUNEDAU GWLEDIG CREAOIGOL YN CKW1LIO AM^ 


^RAFT 


TO TAKE PART IN AN 
EXHIBITKDN CELEBRATING 
THE CUMORGAN HERITAGE 
COAST. THE EXHIBITION WILL 
BE HELD AT THE ST OOHATS 
APTS CENTRE DURING 
THE MONTH OF MAY 2013. 



I GYMRYD RHAN MEWN 
AROOANGOSFA I DDATHLU 
ARFOROIR TREFTADAETH 
MORGANNWG SYDO l*W 
CHYNNAL YNG NGKAHOLFAN Y 
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YN YSTOO MAI 2013. 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA < 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 
We will beat any written quote like for like! 


SPECIAL OFFER 

BmLLED FRONT 

WINDOW * DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AV^LABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
6 WINDOWS FitTED FR0M‘£1*495 . 


DOORS FITTEp FROM £450 . 

FRENCH DOORS FRO^ 
CONSERVATORjES^ 

COMPOsilE ‘doors* ‘fi‘iTED ‘from *£795 


fvf WINDOWS a DOORS W 

FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE ^ 
Wi FREE VERTICAL BLINDS * 

WIDE RANGt OF STYiES a FINISHES 
lEf 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 

not to be 
missed 

This stunning 

Bevelled 
Front Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 


ofthe^grM 


choose one 




!irr\voRicviM is 

A»iD*/EOSrTrfVE DAVIES 


REPAIR service 

Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


NO AND| 




♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

^ ABOUT CvR moi v; ^JDOWS. OOOKS AND trmKMOm 

FREE ONLINE (^OTES mpnwindows@aol .com 

Wf«l.mpiiWtodOi^Oin opening Hours: 

9am to 9pm 

07976 640959 7 Days a Week 


Free Conservitory 
Design Service Avaiable 

We supply & fit Fasdes, 
Gutters & Downpipes 


^ UMEAmt 


Mu/arle 


iinr L'tr -jc: -i- rrTt .W’ 


Amazmg Offerl 

j Ciair ycirfr c t v e rt -cal Winds witi every ft I house 


of eindo® a iddOen onror»va1ory fittsd' 


doors 


BRIDGEND 01656 349515 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 
BARRY 01446 539212 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF11 SAP 
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News in and out of class at Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg 


Well done! 

AS a school, we 
would like to con¬ 
gratulate Mali 
O’Donnell, year-10 
on her performance 
in the Sherman 
Theatre’s youth 
show and Mali 
Thomas, year-8 on 
her performance in 
the show Tommy 
with the Bridgend 
Youth Theatre. 

Warm congratulations 
also to Anwen Fardy, 
year-8 on being selected 
to play the harp in the 
Great Britain National 
Children’s Orchestra for 
this year. 

We are very proud of 
her achievement and 
also of Jodi Bird, year- 
10 on her audition with 
the TV programme 
Britain’s Got Talent. 

She is still anxiously 
waiting to hear if she has 
been successful in pro¬ 
gressing to the next 
round. 

We wish her all the 
best in the competition. 
We’d also like to con¬ 
gratulate her on her 
recent appearance in 
Margret Williams’ pro¬ 
gramme on S4C. 

Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg pupils will 
be appearing in the new 
series of the S4C TV 
drama Gwaith Cartref 
which airs every Sunday 
evening. 

Also look out for 
year-8 pupils taking part 
in the S4C children’s tel¬ 


evision programme 
Stwnsh on Saturday 
April 20. 

Biology trip 
to museum 

YEAR-12 pupils 
studying biology 
recently went to the 
National Museum of 
Wales in Cardiff to 
take part in a taxon¬ 
omy and evolution 
Workshop. 

Eisteddfod 

results 

ON March 15, about 
100 pupils from 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg went to 
compete in the Urdd 
County Eisteddfod 
at Ysgol Gyfun 
Gymraeg Plasmawr. 

Congratulations to all 
who competed, the stan¬ 
dard of competition was 
very high. 

Here’s a list of pupils 
who will go on to com¬ 
pete in the Urdd 
National Eisteddfod in 
Pembrokeshire in May: 

Year 7-9 girls solo - 
Llinos Jones; year 7-9 
duet - Manon and 
Llinos; year 7, 8 and 9 
girls choir; year 7, 8 
and 9 dramatic perform¬ 
ance; year 7, 8 and 9 
Ymgom - Lois Aled, 

Nia Lenn and Nia 
Brown; year 10 and 
under-19 years folk 
melody solo - Jodi Bird; 
year 7-9 solo recitation - 
Tanwen Cray; year 7-9 
boys solo - Aled Misra; 
year 7-9 Cerdd Dant 


solo - Llinos Jones; 
year 9 and under Cerdd 
Dant duet - Llinos and 
Manon; year 7-9 harp 
solo - Anwen Lardy; 
year 7, 8 and 9 folk 
dancing. 

Welsh 

language 

awards 

Congratulations to a 
group of years 8 and 
9 pupils who have 
been working hard 
throughout the year 
in the radio club and 
have been awarded a 
certificate for 
‘Special Contribution 
to the Welsh 
Language outside of 
the classroom*: 

Lucy Jenkins, 
Cameron Pemberton, 
Gethin Lodge, Joseph 
Rosser, Jacob Bowen, 
Jac Marshall, Joseff 
Cattle, Morgan Long, 
Gwilym David, 
Joshua Lewis, Adam 
Palmer and Jack 
Harrison. 

Dissection 
study 
YEAR-12 pupils 
studying biology 
have been dissecting 
fish recently, while 
studying gills for 
their AS Level 
Biology 2 exam. 

Drama 
workshop 
YEAR-10 pupils 
studying drama had 



Alana AIL 
(see story below). 


the opportunity to 
work with the direc¬ 
tor Ian Rowlands on 
a collection of new 
dramas that have 
been published by 
‘Gwasg Gomer’. 
Hana Evans 

Congratulations to 
singer / songwriter 
Hana Evans, year-8 
on making it 
through to the live 
regional finals of the 
National 
Competition 
‘TeenStar’. Good 
Luck. 

Alana All 

Congratulations to 
Alana Ali, year-7, 
winner of the 
‘Design the Llais y 
Disgybl Logo’ com¬ 
petition. 

The logo will be 
launched on the 
website soon. 



ABOVE: Year-12 students on their biology trip. 



ABOVE: Some of the students who received a Welsh 
langauge award for their work with the radio club. 



DOOR \ 
DOCTOR" 

lEssms, ^EsseosT 


T(^ Ooirr Ootjtrr 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

caiiDoop Doctof*'/ 


A family business with vast 
experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market. 

Everything you require from 
the doors, to worktops and 
FREE FITTING - LIMITED OFFER new appliances and sinks. 


A/ter 


ecfore 




After 
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REFRESH, RENEW, REPAIR... 1 

# * 



Remember clocks SPRING FORWARD this weekend! 


LONGER DAYS ARE HERE AT LAST! 

IT’S TIME TO START MAKING PLANS 
TO ENJOY YOUR HOME AND GARDEN 



Cleaning 
fnr both 
Residential 
and 


What can we do for you? 


* Patios and Decking 
Fascias and uPvc 

* Driveways, 
Pathways and 
Car Parks 

* Guttering/ 
Conservatories 

* Masonry and 
Brickwork 

* Chewing Gum 

* Window Cieaning 


^^-oven cleaning 
Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 



THIS March has not been a good 
one as far as the weather goes, but it 
can be relied upon to deliver one 
very welcome event without fail. 

It is, of course, the month when the 
clocks go forward and the days suddenly 
get longer. 

Along comes April and (we hope) the 
weather gets warmer and thoughts 
inevitably turn to taking advantage of that 
seasonal improvement. 

It is the time of year when those winter 
daydreams can be turned into reality. 

Work in the house or garden has been 
planned, trips away have been researched, 
and diary entries have been made, making 
time and space for a plethora of projects. 

For some, the chosen project will be that 
old traditional favourite - spring cleaning. 

If that is what is on your radar, then it 
can save a lot of time to look around and 
see which areas of expertise are available 
in the Vale to help you. 

Whether you get a buzz from spring 
cleaning - or whether it is a bit of a chore 
- there are ways to do the job quicker and 
more thoroughly, if you do your research. 

Perhaps you could bring a specialist in 
to tackle the most time-consuming tasks? 

That way, you would have more time to 
do all the other stuff. You could finish it 
ahead of schedule, and then start some¬ 
thing new. 

Or, you could reward yourself for your 
efficiency by starting that book you have 
put aside since Christmas, or head off on a 
day trip. 

Don’t forget easily over-looked tasks 
such as changing the batteries on smoke 
alarms. Smoke alarm and C02 alarms 
should have their batteries changed once a 
year. 

Of course, at this time of the year many 
people have a longer break in mind than 
just a day trip. 

It’s a great time to take a long weekend 
or a week’s holiday., and head to that area 
you can’t believe you haven’t explored. 




Professional, reliable 01446 7%582 

^ and friendly service 07854 168459 



Before you travel on your EASTER 
break, call in and have your car 
checked. BE SAFE. 


ALL WORK, HOWEVER LARGE 
OR SMALL UMDERTAKEM 
MOT TESTING 

10 WORKING DAYS RETEST FREE 
ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS 
WELDING - TYRES 

SERVICING ON ALL MAKES & MODELS 
COMPETITIVE PRICING 

Customer and Vehicle Collection 
Available by prior arrangement 
Established family run business since 1980 

Open Monday to Friday 8am - 5pm 
Saturday 8am - I pm 

Tel. 01446 774870 

Building 18, Vale Business Park, 
Llandow, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 


For this writer, I’m ashamed to say, it’s 
west Wales! 

If you are taking that chance to head off 
in the car, it is best to make sure that your 
car isn’t due a check-up. 

It has been a rough winter, and it’s a 
good idea to see your friendly garage and 
get things checked out, because a short 
break can be badly damaged by a vehicle 
malfunction! 

A different spring activity is getting 
stuck into your garden maintenance, and 
there are more than a few tasks which 
need to be tackled. 

For those lucky enough to have mature 
landscaping in the yard, early spring is an 
excellent time to prune shrubs and tree 
limbs that are dead, diseased, or touching 
your home. 

After pruning away overhanging tree 
limbs, it’s a good idea to check the roof in 
case your trees have shed any branches 
during the winter winds. 

Once again, when planning your garden 
spring cleaning, it is a good idea to weigh 
up how much time you have, and consider 
whether ‘delegating’ some tasks to an 
expert could free up your time to give you 


a better opportunity to indulge your cre¬ 
ative side. 

Don’t forget. The GEM features many 
local services that are there to make your 
life easier, so why not take advantage of 
that when your plan your next garden 
project! 

PHILIP 

IRWIN 


LLANTWIT TYRE 
^CENTRE 

All brands and 
makes of Wres 
available 

Car Wash from £5 


Unit 5, Heritage Business Park, 
Wick Road, Llantwit Major CF61 lYU 

01446 793435 07809 826532 


Good as New 


Car Body Repairs 


“Now 10 Years 
in business” 

Tristan Greedy would like to inform all 
of his customers that due to business 
expansion they have moved from the 
Heritage Business Park, Wick Road, 

Llantwit Major to their new premises 
(next door to the Post Office sorting 
office), Llandow, Vale Business Park 
- and it’s business as normal. 

Unit 4,40D Penllyn Way, 
Vale Business Park, 
Llandow CF71 7PF 



We guarantee to beat 
any genuine quote 


10% DISCOUNT 

with this voucher 

(During 2013) 


We will try to beat your excess before you go through your insurance. 

Open 6 days a week Sam till late Before After 
Bumper scuffs 
Wheel refurbishment 

Window tinting ^ 

Resprays ^ ^ 

Light & Heavy Accident Repairs » j |_ ■ 

Courtesy cars provided Before After 

We will guarantee to beat any 
genuine like for like quotation 
We deal with all major insurance 
companies 

“If your excess is too high - give us a try” 



New Phone No. 01446 772757 

email: goodasnewl @ hotmail.co.uk 


Find us on 





























































28 - THE GEM 


wwwJacebooLcom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, March 28th, 2013 







Cadets’ adventure training 
In the Black Mountains 


ABOVE: Time for a photo shoot. 


RECENTLY, 12 
Air Cadets from 
372 (Barry) 
Squadron, trav¬ 
elled to the Black 
Mountains to walk 
up Sugarloaf to 
train cadets to a 
competent degree 
of navigation and 
team building 
skills. 

The cadets walked 12 
kilometres gaining 800 
feet of height. The walk 
^ave some ofthe^^ 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buiidings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Pianning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 
Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Conservation Area Consent/ 

Caniatad Ardal Gadwraeth 

2013/00186/CAC 

External renovations, ground floor extension and new 

vehicular entrance 

The Tower, Tower Hill, Penarth 

Penarth 

Listed Building Consent/ 

Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 

2013/00180/LBC 

Repair/renovation, including demolition of chimney 
stack and replacement of 5 No. windows on main 
building; plus works to store block 
Albert Road Primary School, Albert Road, Penarth 

Grade II 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2013/00189/LBC 

Single storey rear extension and internal alterations 
10, PwlI y Myn Crescent, Peterston Super Ely 

Grade II 

2013/00196/LBC 

Alterations to ground floor and extension to rear of 
ground floor 

29, High Street, Cowbridge 
Grade II 

2013/00197/LBC 

Three internally illuminated textbands; two internally 
illuminated projectors; one internally illuminated 
round brand logo; two internally illuminated heritage 
window light strips; one externally non illuminated 
applied vinyl; two externally non illuminated 
aluminium name plate; two internally non illuminated 
applied vinyl’s 

Lloyds TSB Bank Pic, 1, Windsor Road, Penarth 


Grade II 

Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cais (au) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2013/00186/CAC 

Proposah/Cynnig: External renovations, ground floor extension and new 

vehicular entrance 
The Tower, Tower Hill, Penarth 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


Affecting Nos. 1-5 Tower Hill Avenue, Grade II and 
Coastguard Cottage, No. 2 Marine Parade, Penarth, 
Grade II 

May affect a Public Right of Way/ 

Gall effeithio ar Hawl Tramwy Cyhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2013/00173/RG3 

Proposah/Cynnig: Double classroom extension to existing school 

Location:/Lleoliad: Ysgol Dewi Sant, Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or 

via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 
Dated / Dyddiedig: 28 March, 2013 

M. Goldsworthy, Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


younger cadets a taste of 
the outdoors and what is 
expected of them on 
their Duke of Edinburgh 
bronze expeditions. 

The route followed a 
mixture of well defined 
paths, tracks, forestry 
sections as well as mod¬ 
erate climbs. The cadets 
worked very well, 
encouraging and assist¬ 
ing each other through¬ 
out the day. 

They also had a first 
aid exercise which they 
successfully dealt with. 
The pace throughout the 
day remained brisk, 
helped with good weath¬ 
er and wonderful views 
of the area. 

Cadet Pippa Cowles 
said: “it was really cool 
and the views from the 
top of Sugar Loaf were 
amazing. I enjoy the 
challenge of the walk 
and I learnt so much 
which will help me pre¬ 
pare my Duke of 
Edinburgh expedition”. 

Adventurous training 
forms a very important 
part of the cadets’ train¬ 
ing. Rigorous training 
covers - teambuilding, 
leadership, mountain 
craft, camp craft, safety 
training and navigation 
before going on the 
hills. Recently, the 
squadron has travelled 
to the Eorest of Dean 
and Neath Valleys in 
preparation for their 
forthcoming Duke of 
Edinburgh expeditions. 

Cadets Nathan David, 
Rachel Carbis, Jack 
Cowles, Alex Spragg, 
Jake Paterson, Steph 
Jones, Georgina and 
Elbe Poulakis, Rhondda 
Gulley, Bethan 
Williams, Pippa Cowles 
and Jamie-Leigh Bird 
benefited from this taste 
of the great outdoors. 

If you have a spirit 
for adventure, 372 
(Barry) Squadron have 
vacancies for boys and 
girls between 13-18 
years old. The 
Squadron parade on 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays 7 - 9.30pm 
behind Adams Euneral 
Parlour (by the 
Memorial Hall) or you 
can phone the Squadron 
on 01446 747734 or 
email oc.372@arr- 
cadets.org. 


Lord Lieutenant heads 
the VIP gathering at 
annual chvu’ch service 


THE Lieutenancy of South Glamorgan 
held the annual church service this year at 
St. Mary's Church, Penmark, by permis¬ 
sion of the Vicar and Church Wardens. 

It was conducted by the Venerable Peggy Jackson, 
Archdeacon of Llandaff and Rev Stewart Lisk, hon¬ 
orary chaplain. 

The Lord Lieutenant and serving and supernu¬ 
merary Deputy Lieutenants, families and guests, 
were then welcomed to a reception at Eonmon Castle 
by the Vice-Lord Lieutenant, Sir Brooke Boothby 
and Mrs Penny Hale. 


Photographs by 

HEATHER MARCH 


Archdeacon Jackson and High Sheriff. 


Sir Brooke and Mrs Hale with the 
Lord Lieutenant's cadets. 


The Chaplain to the Lieutenancy and 
Commander Peter Machin. 


Sir Brooke greets Deputy Lieutenants 
Mr Nigel Walker and 
Mr Geraint Talfan Davies. 


Lord Lieutenant Dr. Peter Beck and 
Mrs Beck arrive at Penmark. 


Chatting to Lieutenant Col Sam Smith 
of Llanbethery. 


The High Sheriff of South Glamorgan 
Mr Arun Midha and Mrs Midha. 


Brynhill (and Tommy) raise 
£3,000 for hospital appeal 


ON Friday March 15, a chari¬ 
ty evening with raffles and an 
auction was held at Brynhill 
Golf Club, Barry - in aid of 
the haematology department 
at University Hospital of 
Wales, Cardiff. 

The event was superbly organised 
by Mr Richard Pierce and magnifi¬ 
cently compered by Dr Andrew 
Davies. 

The guest speaker was the famous 
Wales and British Lions flanker, 
Tommy David, who entertained all 
present with his amusing tales of 
Lions tours, Welsh games and the 
famous 1971 Barbarians’ match 
against the All Blacks ,in which he had 
taken a starring role.. 

The fundraising had begun a few 


weeks earlier by past ladies’ captain Jo 
Kirkpatrick, who cajoled the members 
into buying raffle tickets. 

Together with the rugby memora¬ 
bilia (many items kindly donated by 
Tommy David and Mike Phillips) auc¬ 
tioned on the night, the grand sum 
raised was just short of £3,000. 

Special thanks go to Professor Nick 
Topley, who donated prizes for the 
raffle and also to Mrs Julie Bannister 
(BrynhilTs new caterer) for an excel¬ 
lent meal and service on the night; 85 
people supported the charity event, 
with many guests from the haematol¬ 
ogy department. 

Consultant haematologists, Mr 
Jonathan Kell and Mr Keith Wilson 
thanked Brynhill for their donation 
and for the warm welcome received 
from the club members. JWK 


Easter egg hunt 
at the Penarth 
Farmers’ Market 

DESPITE the freez¬ 
ing weather local 
children enjoyed an 
Easter egg hunt 
held at Penarth 
Farmers’ Market 
last Saturday, 

March 23. 

Pegs were hidden 
around the market, 
which the children 
could redeem for Easter 

eggs. One special peg was found by five-year-old 
Mackenzie Jeffreys, who won the large chocolate 
bunny. 

Chairman Dai Llewellyn of Great House Larm, 
Penllyn, coordinated the excited children! 

The next market is on April 6, at Cowbridge, 
when it will be running another Easter egg hunt. 
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£169,950 d56 


Flint Avenue, Llantwit Major 

4 Bed Detached 
Magnet Kitchen 
Luxury Bathroom 


£ 210 , 


Heol-Y-Coed, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Sought After Location 
Call Today To View 


£ 210 , 


Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


£85,950 


£405,000 C69 


£133,950 D61 


£145,950 D64 


£169,950 D67 


£227,500 D58 


chris-davles.co.uk 


OFT r rightmov8r 


Lets! 


Woodlands Road, Barry D32 - £475 pern 
Ground floor apartment, two bedrooms 
part furnished 

Scott Close, St Athan E47 - £475 pem 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, GCH 

Murlande Way, Rhoose C74 - £475 pem 
Modern mid link,Two beds. New carpets 

Pinewood Square, St Athan E54 - £480 pem 
Refurbished, Two Bedrooms, Gardens 

Mallory Close, St Athan D58 - £495 pem 
Three bedrooms. Kitchen/diner, 
enclosed rear garden 

Partridge Road, St Athan E48 - £495 pem 
Two Bed, Kitchen/diner, GCH 

Pontypridd Road, Barry D56 - £495 pem 
2 Double Bed flat. Refitted Bathroom, 
Garage 

Ty Cwmpas, Rhodfa'r Gwagenni, 

Barry C80 - £525 pern 

Two bedrooms, open plan lounge/kitchen, 

en suite 

High Street, Barry D68 - £525 pern 
Two bed flat. Over two floors. Garden 

High Street, Barry D66 - £550 pern 
Three Bed Flat, Over two floors. 

Garage and garden 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose C73 - £550 pern 
Two bedrooms. Driveway 
Enclosed rear garden 

Oak Grove, St Athan D56 - £575 pern 
Three bedrooms. Refitted Kitchen, Shed 

Beil Street, Barry C76 - £625 pem 
Three bedrooms. Downstairs bathroom 
enclosed garden 

CilgantY Meillion, Rhoose Point, 

Rhoose - £975 pem 

Four Double Bedrooms, Three bathrooms. 
Conservatory 

Westward Rise, Barry D57 - £995 pem 
Four Bedrooms,Large Garden, Three 
Reception Rooms 

St Donat's, Llantwit Major E53 - £1,395 pem 
Four bedrooms. Family bathroom. 
Traditional features 

Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-clavies.co.uk 


BANK REPOSSESSION 


Two Bed, Two Bath Townhouse 

Fitted wardrobes, Living/dining room with working firepiace. 
Fuiiy fitted kitchen. Private soiarium. Communai swimming 
pooi. Large garage to rear with private gated access. 
Waiking distance to bars, shops and restaurants. 
Murcia San Javier Airport - 20 minutes. Aiicante Airport - 
50 minutes. Nearest goif course - 5 minutes 
The buyer must be able to proceed immediately 
£57,500 

Contact Paul on freephone 0800 135 7503 


Landlords! 

ARLA qualified letting agents are 
now available to discuss your 
investment property requirements. 

Superior tenant referencing with 
ongoing written quarterly inspections 
and faster payment processing. 

We can discuss your existing 
portfolio or a proposed purchase. 

Call Claire Edwards MARLA 
Lettings Manager 

01446 791966 




rAi, 


Ceredwyn Cottage, Llantwit Major 

2 Double Bedrooms 
Renovated Throughout 
_ View Today _ 


Wimbourne Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
No Onward Chain 
Low Maintence Garden 


Ty Gadlys, Llanmaes 

4 Bedrooms 

Detached Family Residence 
Individually Designed 


Livingstone Way, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Requires Updating 


Glebeland Place, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
62ft Rear Garden 


Fitzhamon Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Renovated Throughout 
Early Viewing Recommended 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 

Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 

Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems installed. 

Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

£. 4 CoevfTMrrjjM 
• lt*%« ►tw 0«u% 

✓ 24 Hcu' 7 Oagr* S«r%«c» 

•' 1i Morftv ■/*»* 
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Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


3 °Q. 

Buy 3 blinds 
for the price of 2 


CALL 
PAUL WILLI 




ti^ 


i_yale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 

www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


01446 439 306 
m 01656 349 281 




This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

I Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

' BKnds 

•Shutters 

•Awnit^ solar 
•Canopies bUndS 


North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

lei: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Instaiiation & Repair 
^ * Poor Reception Fixed 

* OAP Discounts 

* Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

L ^ • Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations 



www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 


LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERiAL & SATELLiTES REPAiRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
V COVERING ALL AREAS ^ 


^BLBND SALEH^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings fir Blinds 

Unit 3 &4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphill 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 




Afvio v/isiorxj 

Afef4AL rJlttLiJIk CX:iV 




ly 


Digital Aerials from ONLY £49.99 
Sonos Wireless Sound Systems 
Full Home Medio Entertainment Systems 
HD over Cot 5 and Cot 6 
CCTV • Smart TV Installs • All work guaranteed 


Freephone 0808 126 1853 
Cowbridge 01446 439 305 


ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 




CHRIS TAYLOR 


Building Services 

Quality Workmanship. For all your Building 
Requirements & Home Improvements 

30 years Experience - References Available 

07971 229234 
- 01446 792788 





ACORN 

Building & Property Services 

From easing a door or laying your ■ 
patio to building a new extension. 

Qualifed tradesman with 35 years experience. 

Tel. John 07527 835650 


BOILOim 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Consen/otories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 





Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 




GRIFFITHS 
CARPENTRY 

"All Aspects of Carpentry Work Undertaken - Internal and External 


Call Rhys 01446 790384 or 07803 696451 


www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 


VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


>ale1now on 


w 


Hits wood 


BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & UMBER 1REATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



PROPERTY 


MAINTENANCE 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensians 

• Disabled Grant Wark 

• Raafing & Repairs 

• Canservataries 

• Patia & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 622388 
or 07920 195775 


Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


Menzies 
Carpentry Services 


KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 

All aspects of Carpentry 
work underta W 


01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 


ARK 

CARPENTRY 

Specialising in all 
aspects of carpentry 
and joinery. 

Kitchens/Doors/Floors/ 

Roofs/Maintenance/ 

Stairs 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Karl 07928 381 688 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 
Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 
Velux Blinds • Curtain 
Rails/Poles 

Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 
• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 
710304 / 07792 733443 




The 

GEYl 

01446 

774484 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 
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NH 


Painter 
Decorator 

Time served, Qualified Professional, 

Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. I 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 

^ H 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


STADRE 

DECORATING 
& PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 


► Painting & Decorating 

► Kitchen/Bathroom 
Installations 

► Electric 

► Plumbing 

► Handyman Services 


07791 752532 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VOLE CORPETS 

cornea, to. (focc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
*iyeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


I ^ 2 





Advertise 
with The GEM, 
and reach 
43,000 homes. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


®®[iahQ© ©QaaSm® 


wiWws 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

^ Call Martyn on: 
I 01446 796795 
^ I ^ or 07712 631772 

martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk _ 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


INSTALL)^ 

ELECTRICAL , 

Commercial & Dom^tic 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL ELEQRICAL 
SAFETY INSPEQION AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY ^ 
AVAILABLE M 

01446 733773 
07816 091425 




Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium window and Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


wtnaow T9e UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Cowbridge &Jdle Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency caU-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 


01446 771655 
07885 347642 




Approved Contractor 



IXlSg^GOLiacfii 



The GEM 

01446 774484 


Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & tellable a 

• Insurance Work Undertaken ^ rn-mttiPTrtnf 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering ^rr ^ 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


A. Bradley 

Electrician 

•All electrical work undertaken 
• Honest, reliable, qualified service 
No job too small. Coll Andy 

07771 781748 
01446 722002 

ondy.bradley] @hotmail.co.uk 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


"I 


DOniESTIC I I T 
INSTRlieR lid 


ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 




Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


LECTRICAL SERVICES 

^Andrew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

Reliable, Qualified Service 
Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NQJQBTQQ SMALL 

email: aaelectrical 1 @ hotmail.co.uk 


Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 

S' B9BR 


07891 965150 
01446 403072 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
OI44fi 700204/730884 





35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers issso 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

^ Domestic 
Installer 
I ' Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail. CO. uk 



Gas 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Connpetitive& Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 




WE SELL 


BOTTLED 

GAS 


Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 

Tel. 01446 771999 
Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 



NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shmbs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

AU garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting. 
Fencing Repairs. 

Jet /Pressure 
Wash Service. 

No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


Edenvole would like to thank all post & present customers 


Award winning, fully insured and highly professional 
service with 20 years experience. 

Q Ground maintenance / gardening for private 
and commercial customers. 

^ One off tasks or full maintenance packages. 
Fully licensed herbicide spraying. 


quotes, 
edenvole 1963@aol.com 


Ern^ 


coll Jeff: 07973 753623 
01446 796547 


Tbe Ltd 

Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Ciearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALiFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


^ Arborwood Tree Care 

■Djpb j Tree pruning • Crown lifting 

Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
B Tree dismantling • Root pruning 

B Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

1® Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 




Bridce 

Vale 

Tree Sburces 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


^ Garden & Landscaping Services 

• Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 
• Regular Grass Cutting • 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 
JiaiidldjidscapLstrv - , ,’::.v-:-=.uk 

Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 _ 


info @ 2 ardenandlandscapeservices.c 0 .uk 
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iNSTA^^n 

SKIP HIRE LTD^^^r ^ 



liirnitlii^ 

PROPERTY SERVICES LTD 


/ Gardening & Patios 
/ Fascias & Guttering 
/ Painting & Decorating 
/ Kitchen & Bathroom Tiling 


T: 016S6 84010S M : 07SSt 574346 
ml6@whitmanpropertyseniices.co.uk 


<lg[lia][m[b3ma QqctoS 


J P EDVS6VRDS 

Pi i.iiwi»irsir5 % 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators ^^4 


01<44« 760127 07716 003520 


BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

• Radiators and everything in between 

FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 2301^ 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


gZm Plumbing & Heating 

— ^ 11 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
" Combination Boiler Specialist 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 y] 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 3016 I 6 


DC Piumbinij 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

0M4a*t|f71 

orr»M4m> 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


01446 

794266 


^ Lewis & Lewis 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


All work guaranteed 

Tel: 01446 771398 ^ 'V 
Mob: 07966 265912 ^ 

07846 255457 197228**^**'' 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


[lasQoGpOi^ 

&c?wa©(a 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tei. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 



ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspeets of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


,iiiffairirSlovent^^ 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EsT. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job ^ 
too small 
07526 125982^^ 
or 01446 753503 



01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
WWW. si Ivey roof i n c .co. u k 




SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRRP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


WANTED ALL CARS 

Saloons, Hatch, Sports, 4x4, MPV, 
Prestige, Vans, Classic Cars, Etc. 

With or without MoT/Tax. 
Instant Decisions - Instant Cash. 

01446 794866 - 07947 093729 





Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders 
Skips 

Delivered 
& Collected 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 
.'•i. 



Unit I If, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

_ (evenings) _ J 


Use 

(p. 

to reach all 
the people 
you need to! 





Top prices for.. 

Computers - Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 


Major Metals Recycling 

Why trash it? Cash it! 

We take all types of metal and metal content items 
from the General Public & Businesses. 
Competitive deals. Tradesmen welcome. 

Find us on Llandow Trading Estate. CF71 7PB 

Any queries call 07972 510 158 


CGr*ir3[l3mg] gQGrV/3(g(i8 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



Bill Foulds . 

Tiling Specialist 

Ceramic/Porcelain & 

Natural Stone Tiling v 

Decorating & Finishing Touches 


Tel:01446 771105 Mob: 07736 391937 


Sofa icon Ltd. 

Sofas, Chairs, Footstools, Scatters, 
Upholstered Beds and Headboards. 
Repairs, Re-Upholstery undertaken. 

Top quality. Quick turnaround. 
Designer fabrics. Free estimates. 
Showroom: 

14c Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate. CF31 3RT 
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN THE GEM AREA 


01656 653004 or 07^ 75569S 
www.sofaicon.co.uk 


MATT JAMES 

PROFESSIONAL TILING 

All aspects of 
Tiling covered 
Call Matt on 

07522 585034 


The 

GE»1 

01446 

774484 



VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 

We will beat any price localIv Syn for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 

Armour Cable, etc. I 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
theDVLAand 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: I 

insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


BUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
coiiection, for scrap, 
MOT faiiures, ar\6 tax 
expired vehicies. 
Aiso body sheiis and 
scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no probiem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


The 

GEM 


DH Solutions - Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


minimum - Any vehicle with at 
least 3 months MoT in good working order 


We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 


jyfel minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Free collection for all vehicles at a time to best suit you. 


Kill] minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete vehicle basis with 
all the factory components. All unsaveable vehicles 
disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

No wheels no Byoblem 


www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 
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Summer 

Workshop 

Assistant 


possibly leading 
to apprenticeship 
for right candidate. 

P/eose apply in writing to 
Uantwit Major Autocentre, 
Old Market Place, 
East Street, 

Uantwit Major CF61 IXY. 


COWBRIDGE 
CRICKET CLUB 

Tea Maker 
needed 

Mainly Saturdays, 
May-Aug inclusive. 

Call 07976 793629 


West House 
Country Hotel 

requires: 

Breakfast Chef 

4-5 days per week 
(some weekends) 

Contact: Mr Christopher 

01446 792406 , 


LANEWISE ^ 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £36 

for total beginners 

GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 




d GalsVEvn 

Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• Qjjg week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

Le5bJ www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


Lets Move In .co .uk 

Lettings and Property Management 


Do you have a property to rent? 

We can advertise your property 
on Rightmove until let for only £49. 

Contact: 07594 060337 

Email: philip@letsmovein.co.uk| 
www.letsmovein.co.uk 





3 Bedroomed 
House 

LLANTWIT 
MAJOR 

Bond & references required. 
Sorry - No Pets. 

£625 pcm 

01446 796399 



3^D HOUSE 

►ff Cardiff Roai 
BARRY 

GCH, DG, Garden, 
Bond & Ref. 

£550 (4 weekly) 

Tel: 07905 429935 
01656 895042 


VBkD HOUSE 

'Tora StreeV 
BARRY 

Unfurnished £600pcm 
Tel: 02920 710312 




MUSIC 


TUITION 


Penny 


Weedon Kerr 


FLCMARCOLGSM 1 


Piano, Keyboard, 


Organ and Theory. 

* 

Beginners to 


Diploma level. i 


01446 792171 j 





TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07792 232357 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S 
LICENCE 

STEPHEN ELOYD 
Trading as 
Environmental 
Groundworks Ltd 

of 

63 Highfield Place, 
Sarn, Bridgend 
CF32 9RN 

is applying to change an 
existing licence as fallows.■ 
To keep an extra 2 goods 
vehicles and 0 trailers at 
the operating centre at 
John Raymond 
Transport Yard, 
Ewenny Industrial 
Estate, Bridgeud, 
CF31 3EZ 

Owners or occupiers of land, 
(including buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make 
written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 
6NF stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of then- 
representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top 
of this notice. 

A guide to making represen¬ 
tations is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s Office. 



DEERE 

WilUam (Bill) 

Suddeuly on Sunday 24th March 2013 at Milsom 
House Nursing Home, St Athan after a loi^ iUness 
bravely fought Bill, a much loved husband of 
Rosemary, cherished dad of Jeremy, Jamie and 
the late Kevin, and daughters-in-law Alison and 
Fatema. Dearly loved bampa to Zak, Lauren, 
Sam and Ian. 

Bill wiQ be greatly missed by family and friends. 

Funeral Service in St Ultud’s Church, Llantwit Major on 
Wednesday, 3rd April at 12 noon followed by cremation 
at Coychurch Crematorium at 1.15pm. Faimly flowers 
only, but donations may be made to Parkinsons Disease 
Society c/o W. A. Brown & Son, College Street, Llantwit 
Major (cheques only please) 


Carole Pope 
would like to thank 
Nigel and Mandy 
for their support at 
this sad time. 

God bless you both x 


The GEM 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 





SIMON BAILEY 

lots of love 
Carolyn & Isla xxx 




W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


W. A Brawfi^:^on 


Funeral Directors 





^jcXieprgia,,, 

Anderson 

Legal at Last!. 

^ Lots of Love ^ 
^ from all of , 




2 Glass Display 
Cabinets 

with internal mains 
powered lighting. 
2ft 9ins wide 
X 4ft 7ins high. 

£40 each 

(will sell separately) 

01446 711093 


Eleven Harrods 
ChristmasTeddy 
Bears 2000 - 2010 

All as new. Labelled, 
collectables, 

18 inches high. 

Bargain £250 

01446 720767,,,, 


THANK YOU 

to the lady who found my 
camera in Porthcawl on 
Wednesday, 20th March 
and kindly handed it in 
to the ice cream kiosk. 

‘Faith in human nature restored^^ 
- David Newman 




52 plate Peugeot 
206 Look 1.4 3-dr 

Metallic silver, remote locking, 
PAS, CD, 1 year Mot, 

4 months tax. 
Excellent condition. 

£1 295 

01446794866 
07947 093729,,,, 


2002 Peugeot 
206CC 
Cabriolet 

Silver, black/red leather 
interior. One owner. 
Excellent condition 

£2,300 ono 
01446 733233,,, 


2003 Citroen 
Berlingo 
600 DLX 

Diesel Van, white. New MoT, 
battery and exhaust. 74,000 
miles. Woodlined, roofbars. 
Above average condition. 

£1,995 No VAT 
07967 100321,3.4 


07 VW Fox 
55PS 1 litre 

Silver, 46,000 miles, tax, 
MoT, FSH. One previous 
owner. Very low 
insurance group. 

£3,795 ono 
07967 309535,3,4 


Extending Mahogany 
effect Dining Table 
& 4 Chairs 

Sideboard to match 
£150 ono (will separate) 
Cane Furniture, 3 chairs, 
table, cupboard with light 
green cushions. 

£100 ono 

All excellent condition 

01446 405207 , 3.41 


Green Leather 
Riser/recliner 
Arm Chair £50 

Four wheel 
Motability 
walker and seat 

£45 

Electric single 
Riser Bed £100 

Ring for appointment to view 

01446 775233 


Teak Desk 
and Storage 
£50 

Dining table and 4 
chairs £35. Glass TV 
table 2-tier, chrome 
£15. Single bed and 
storage under drawers 
£40. 2 Fine double 
wardrobes + drawers 
£60. Bedside Table 
£10.2 seater settee, 
leather, green. 

Owner moving to care home 

Buyer collects 

Ring for appointment to view 

Cowbridge 
01446 775233 


T|i& 

wElH 

Reachinq 
the people 
from 

Penarth to 
Porthcawl 
Call 01446 
774484 


Brian James 
Micro-Max 
Traiier for 
Smart Car 
£875 

01446 747680 , 


19inTechnika 
Flatscreen HDTV 

Freeview £65 ono 

Cordless BT 
Freestyle 750 

with large numbers 

£50 ono. 

Tel: 01446 710791 


Bombettes 
blitz ^tsy 
Gorseinon 


ON a bitterly cold 
afternoon, Barry 
Bombettes faced 
Gorseinon in a cup 
quarter final. 

The Barry forwards 
immediately took control 
and dominated the 
scrum. This domination 
resulted in scrum half 
Bannister getting quality 
ball to her backs with 
Rees and Britton to the 
fore. 

Barry pressure result¬ 
ed in a Gorseinon 
infringement on their 22 
metre line. The 

Bombettes opted for a 
scrum and several domi¬ 
nant scrums and drives 
later, No 8 Cole powered 
over for a deserved short 
range try; the conversion 
was missed. 

From the kick off 
Barry powered their way 
back into the visiting half 
and became encamped in 
the Gorseinon 22. Again 
powerful driving by the 
forwards resulted in the 
out of place but alert cen¬ 
tre Jones was propelled 
over the line by prop 
Richards; the conversion 
was missed to make the 
score 10-0. 

The Bombettes contin¬ 
ued in the same manner 
at the start of the second 
half, playing up the slope 
but with the strong wind 
behind them. The for¬ 
wards battered the 
Gorseinon line and this 
softening up was reward¬ 
ed by Cole breaking for 
an easy touch down. 

Phillips replaced 
Cahill, with Beare com¬ 
ing on for Hill. 


Gorseinon, to their cred¬ 
it, carried on with mount¬ 
ing injuries, but their 
resistance was broken as 
Jones powered over for 
her second try. Richards’ 
conversion made the 
score 22-0 and 
Gorseinon graciously 
conceded the game 

Team: Hill, Potter, 
Britton, K Jones (c), 
Rees, Bannister, O’Neill, 
Cole, Yapp, Williams, 
Garner-Joel, Boffy, 
Cahill, Richards, Horne. 
Replacements: Phillips, 
Beare, Major, B Jones 
and Kronda. 

Barry woman of the 
match was awarded to 
Yapp while Gorseinon 
chose Cole. 

The management 
would like to congratu¬ 
late the whole team for a 
professional performance 
and a well deserved quar¬ 
ter final victory. The 
forwards laid the ground 
work but the whole 
squad take the plaudits. 
Special mention to our 
birthday girl Becky 
Boffy and Zara Potter 
and thanks, as ever, to 
Rachel Baron for the 
lovely food. 

We are always looking 
for new players, no expe¬ 
rience needed. We train 
at the Barry RFC club¬ 
house at 7pm on 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays 
at 7.45pm at Bryn Hafren 
Astro pitch. 

The next match is on 
Sunday, April 14, kick 
off 2.30pm, in the semi¬ 
final of the Bowl against 
the winners of 
Croesyceiliog v Blaenau 
Gwent. AM 


Jane and Denis 
win at Barrivale 

LATEST results from Barrivale, March 5: 

1st Jane Brook & Denis Mottram 63.89%; 2nd 
Mark Roderick & Mike Close 62.5%; 3rd Mick 
Green & Mike Best 57.64%; Jane & Denis also won 
on handicap. 

March 12: 1st Tom Kendrick & Dave Thomas 
59.03%; =2nd Mick Green & Denis Mottram and 
Irene Thomas & Graham Jones 57.64%; Tom & 
Dave also won on handicap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale - 
if you would like to join us ring 01446 418380 or 
01446 733425, or call at the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry on Tuesdays at 7pm. 

MB 


Rhod gears 
up for 
Kilimanjaro 


ARCTIC chills blow¬ 
ing through Wales 
have been the ideal 
preparation for come¬ 
dian Rhod Gilbert, as 
he prepares for his 
trek up Mount 
Kilimanjaro in aid of 
the Velindre Cancer 
Centre, Cardiff. 

Rhod will be leading 
50 intrepid trekkers, 
including Martyn 
Williams, lolo Williams 
and Shan Cothi, on 
September 20. He was 
recently kitted out with 
his trekking gear at 
Cotswold Outdoors in 
Cardiff. 

Rhod said: “I’ve 


performed in front of 
UK troops in Iraq, and 
60,000 people at 
Twickenham for Help 
The Heroes, I’ve tried 
to make the Queen 
laugh with a potato, 
and had a pop at 
Prince Charles for 
parking outside my 
house at the Royal 
Variety Performance, 
but this is my toughest 
challenge yet.” 

Rhod can be spon¬ 
sored at: www.justgiv- 
ing. com/rhodskilitrek. 
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Peugeot Partner 
will help to make 
delivery on time, 
whatever weather! 


D elivery 

drivers are a 
misunder¬ 
stood breed. 
Imagine what their 
lives must be like 
with a never ending 
list of deliveries to 
make to various 
locations within a 
set time frame. 

This is only set to 
increase as online shop¬ 
ping becomes ever more 
popular. Remember this 
demanding schedule 
when one pulls out in 
front of you without 
indicating. 

What do these drivers 
do when they can’t get 
there on time because of 
snow, for instance? 
Simple. Often appoint¬ 
ments are missed and 
rescheduled at the cus¬ 
tomer’s inconvenience, 
in my experience, with 
no apology and certainly 
no compensation. 

This unhelpful and all 
too regular scenario is 
sure to have arisen many 
times over the recent 
inclement weather. 

Without doubt it leads 
to customer disloyalty 
especially when dealing 
with businesses who 
demand a reliable serv¬ 
ice to prevent a knock 
on effect down the sup¬ 
ply chain. 

Wouldn’t it, therefore, 
be helpful if there was a 
van that could handle the 
snow and ice? A van that 
is ideal for those remote 
parts of England or even 
the Highlands of 
Scotland. 

Well, I am pleased to 
report that there is in the 
form of the new Peugeot 
Partner all-terrain van, 
which is fitted with an 
indispensable grip con¬ 
trol. 

This dial found to the 
left of the steering wheel 
allows the driver to 
select the appropriate 
mode for the conditions 
and responds according¬ 
ly- 

But I notice that this 
grip control falls back to 
its original setting when 
the engine is switched 
off so the driver needs to 
remember this when 
they set off again. 

My test takes place as 
Britain emerges from a 
heavy snowfall and rain 
turns to ice. Needless to 
say that it remains in ice 
and snow mode for the 
duration of the test. 


MOTORING with TIM SAUNDERS 



The Peugeot Partner SE HDi 92 


There’s also an ASR 
(anti-slip regulation) 
providing further sure¬ 
footedness. It makes 
light work of manoeu¬ 
vring out of an ice cov¬ 
ered car park while other 
vehicles remain strand¬ 
ed. 

With its extra 10mm 
height over a normal 
Partner van the driver of 
this all-terrain model 
enjoys a good view of 
the road ahead. 

It feels competent on 
the motorway with only 
a mere hint of buffeting. 
The upgraded 195/70 
R15 tyres, specifically 
for mud and snow, give 
the driver added confi¬ 
dence that they will 
make their deliveries on 
time. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, say: “Peugeot’s 
Partner is a versatile and 
capable city van, aimed 
at small businesses in 
need of something 
dependable and easy to 
live with. 

“It’s built alongside 
the Citroen Berlingo and 
the two siblings rival 
each other at the top of 
the class. The trusty 
companion ticks all the 
right boxes, with some 
clever tricks, a hugely 
versatile model line-up 
(buyers have the pick of 
three engines, three pay- 
loads and two body 
lengths) and competitive 
list prices. As a result. 
Partner is one of the 
most tempting small 
vans on sale in the UK.” 

The other striking fea¬ 
ture of this van is that it 
has three seats in the 
cabin. This opens up the 
possibility of my wife 
and daughter in her baby 
seat travelling in the 
van, too. 

Forward facing child 
seats can be used in the 
front of vans but it is 
necessary to consult the 
handbook to check how 
far the airbag inflates. 


There is no problem 
with placing Harriett in 
the middle seat because 
there is no airbag in the 
centre of the dash. 

She loves it but we 
have to ensure that she 
does not change gear 
while daddy is driving. I 
then have to make sure 
the van’s seat is as far 
back from the dashboard 
as possible. 

It is almost a bench 
seat, but not quite 
because there is a slight 
gap between the driver’s 
seat and the two passen¬ 
ger seats, to make room 
for the handbrake. 

When three are travel¬ 
ling it’s relatively com¬ 
fortable but snug. It is 
helpful that the stereo 
controls are also mount¬ 
ed on the steering col¬ 
umn helping the driver 
to remain focused on the 
road ahead. Economical, 
it will travel over 500 
miles on a tank if driven 
sensibly and there is a 
sizeable amount of room 
in the wood-lined rear 
for transporting goods as 
you can see from the 
video at testdrives.biz. 

Delivery drivers will 
appreciate the fact that 
the useful sliding side 
door and double rear 
doors automatically lock 
when the ignition is 
turned. This does give 
peace of mind. There are 
plenty of cubby holes in 
the cabin and places to 
slot drinks, too. 

This well-designed, 
agile and easy to drive 
van, could also appeal to 
carpenters and builders. 

Peugeot Partner SE 
HDi 92. 

OTR price: £14,015. 

1.6-litre diesel 0- 
60mph: 14.1 secs. 

Top speed: 99mph. 

Kerb weight: 1,315kg. 

Length: 4,628mm. 

Width: 2,112mm. 

Height: 1834mm. 

Watch the video at: 
WWW. testdrives.biz. 


WHAT’S ON - in brief 


Live Music 

ON Saturday, April 6 (Easter week¬ 
end), Llantwit Major RFC will be 
the venue for Live Lounge, a night 
dedicated to live music, being held 
to raise funds for the club itself and 
Marie Curie Cancer Support. 

Live music from 4th Street Traffic, 
official support act to the 
Stereophonies and Manic Street 
Preachers. 

They are also the headline band for 
Wales’ RBS Six Nations 2013 cam¬ 
paign. Tickets £6 available at Llantwit 


Major RFC. 

Dog ’walks 

KENFIG nature reserve is promot¬ 
ing responsible dog walking by 
bringing friendly dogs and owners 
together for a Tuesday socialising 
walk, taken by Claire Richardson, 
from Bark and Ride dog walking, 
day care and training. 

She is on hand to answer questions 
and give advice where needed from 
1.30 pm. Contact Claire Richardson 
on 07792 980 366for more details. 


Students pass their grading test 



RECENTLY, the 
Cadoxton Schools 
of Tae Kwon Do 
held their first 
colour belt grading 
of the year at the 
Victoria Park 
Community Centre. 

The grading saw 27 beiY 

students from as young ^ 
as five sitting the test, - ’ 

which was conducted by 

master Ron Thomas (8th stripe - Cody 

Dan) with Jamie Halford ja^obsen, Jake Quigley 
(4th Dan) and assisted by ^van Baron. 

Anita Sheppard (1st Promoted to 4th kup 
blue belt - Daniel 

All 27 students passed Quigley, Demi Baker and 
their grading, and three cian Allen, 
achieved top grade A Promoted to 2nd kup 
passes. These were Ben red belt - Alan Evans, 


Promoted to 8th kup 
yellow belt - Katie 
Watkins, Martin James, 
Angel Sharp, Ben 
Phillips and Kurtis 
James. 

Promoted to 7th kup 
green stripe - Jason 
Blackley. 

Promoted to 6th kup 
Thomas 
Wells and 
Emily Halford. 

Promoted to 5th kup 


Phillips, Katie Watkins Gabrielle Thorne 
and the winner of the Ryan Thorne, 
grading shield, Cian 
Allen. 


and 


Promoted to 1st kup 
black stripe - Jasmine 


Successful candidates Sullivan, Shannon 

were: Hay sham, Oliver 

Promoted to 10a Tipples, Thomas and 

orange stripe - Thea Molly Shivers. 


Cunningham 
Hillberg. 


and Fae 


For further informa¬ 
tion, telephone 01446 


Promoted to 9th kup 406372 or see www.taek- 
orange belt - Camron wondoassociationeu- 


Hales, 
Cunningham. 


Lucia rope.co.uk. 


RT 


Manchester United 
football school coaches 
young Llant’svit stars 


Cowbridge RFC 
beat Penygraig 
by a whisker! 

THE Millenium great enterprise with the over. Penygraig contin- 
Stadium one week, with a storm- ued the pressure but with 

Penygraig the next. ^ just a few minutes to go a 

T-*’” . ^ f Hall and deft footwork ^ , r-. u - j 

Two stands, no roof p tremendous Cowbridge 

surrounded by beautiful Turberville and this all drive from a Penygraig 
snow covered mountains ^0 minutes Hneout and two massive 

uncooked Chri^as with a fine try by outside scrums when Cowbridge 
pudding - welcome back half Carwyn Morgan fol- more than held their own 
to Divirion 4 South East. ‘7“* f ‘ “‘T took us to the final whis- 

With still nine games tie and a very relieved 

tha't'7esprthe“Svf added the Cowbridge team, 

tions of the rLree both *e conver- Final score: Penygraig 

captains agreed to go • j i . .u Cowbridge 12. 

ahead with the game. Cowbndge kept up the This was an exhaust- 

Considering the glue- 7 * some good 

pot conditions both sides ^ both sides for giving it 

were nrenared to run the ^ichie Howson and cen- 
S off and L- Lake, Boys and Elia them all 

Penygraig had the first Pellegrotti. Cowbndge held out 

scoring opportunity after Just before half time a with some ferocious 
three minutes, hitting the down by tackling and great belief 

post from a penalty. Matt London despite great 

Cowbridge showed resulted m a Cowbndge • .. second 

penalty that was just Pressure m tne second 

wide half. Well done boys in 

Cowbridge continued terrible conditions, 
the good work at the start This was just the 
of the second half with fourth game this year and 



SIX of Llantwit 
Major Schools’ 
budding year 8 
footballers spent 
the weekend being 
coached by some of 
the best coaches in 
the world at a 
Manchester United 
Soccer School 
weekend. 

The boys spent two 
days working on their 


football skills and pick¬ 
ing up tips on how to 
improve their game. 

Sam Snaith and Ben 
Boyd both were recog¬ 
nised as potential star 
players and received 
recognition by their 
coach. 

As a result Llantwit 
Major School is in the 
running to be invited to 
Manchester United’s 
Champions day, where 


the school football squad 
would visit Old Trafford 
and play in a champion’s 
tournament; fingers 
crossed we are selected! 
Well done boys I 

Pupils who attended 
were Ben Boyd, Sam 
Snaith, Joe Baker, Chris 
Davies, Rhys Richards 
and James Harries. 

SL 


hooker Rhys Price pro¬ 
viding some charging 


fixture secretary Nick 
kickstand rushes* up°thl Jones has been working 
pitch and it didn't take hard rearranging the 
long before they were backlog of fixtures, 
back on the scoreboard. There are still eight 

With crunching tack- j j 

les by Boys and prop Dai ^ „ , . r. , 

Popham keeping follows: this Saturday we 

Penygraig on the back welcome Old Illtydians 
foot it was another to the Athletic 
storming run by Hall that ground,and then on 
took Cowbridge up to the Wednesday, April 3 we're 
home side’s 22 and the • . u • . 

,11 ^ ^ again at home against 

ball was spun out to , 

Pellegrotti to sprint over Wattstown (kick off 
for Cowbridge's second 6.30pm) followed by 
try. Aberewmboi away on 

Cowbridge then April 6, Llandaff North 
seemed to lose their way April 13 at home, 
a little and despite their a/t • a i 

lowly position in the Llantwit Major on April 
league, the Penygraig away, Llandaff away 
pack started to dominate on April 27, Llantwit at 
as Cowbridge began to home on Wednesday, 
leak penalties. ]y[ay i (kick off 6.30pm) 

It was a hneout from and finally Pontycymmer 
one of these penalties , , , ., , 

that provided Penygraig at home to be decided on 
with their first try as they l^ay 7/8/9. 
barged over the line after This should be an 
20 minutes,failing to exciting run-in to the end 
convert. Qf season with still 

It was the pack that ^ 

again provided , ^ , 

Penygraig with their sec- 
ond try as their No 8 and support the boys, 
picked up and drove RV/RK 
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Vale golf juniors 
triumph in Spain 



The Vale Juniors with Graeme Vorston of the Principality (left) 
and Stephen Leeke of the Vale Resort. 


More praise for Bryn! 


THE Vale Resort’s 
junior golf team is 
celebrating its lat¬ 
est success after 
taking joint first 
place at the Junior 
Team Golf Home 
Nations Inter Club 
Championships in 
Antequera, Spain. 

The team, captained 
by Callum Yorston (17) 
from Hensol and made 
up of Delon Hau (18) 
from Tonyrefail, Ryan 
Thomas (18) from 
Cardiff, Tim Harry (15) 
from Dinas Powys, 
Harrie Llewellyn (15) 
from Whitchurch, 
Mathew Rees (15) from 
Bridgend, Ollie Lloyd 
(17) from Miskin, and 
Ollie Brown (14) from 
Peters on-super-Ely, 
went head-to-head with 
the best junior teams 
from the UK. 

A tense week of golf 
played in poor weather 
conditions resulted in a 
first place tie between 
the Vale Resort and St 
Pierre, Chepstow, the 
first time in the competi¬ 
tion’s 19-year history 
that a Welsh team has 
made it to the final. 

Clive Coombs, the 
Vale Resort’s golf opera¬ 
tions manager, said: “Yet 
again, the junior team 
have done themselves 
and the Vale Resort 
proud. They played 


THE Rotary Welsh 
Schools Disability 
Championships 
South Wales Final 
took place on 
March 20 at Sport 
Wales National 
Centre, in Sophia 
Gardens, Cardiff. 

164 gymnasts compet¬ 
ed on the day, with foun¬ 
dation phase and key 
stage 2 children compet¬ 
ing in the morning and 
key stage 3 and 4 chil¬ 
dren performing in the 
afternoon. 

The competition's 
finalists were selected 
from one of seven 


some brilliant golf and 
conducted themselves 
like true sports men and 
women throughout the 
competition. 

“The fact that a Welsh 
team has never even 
made it to the final of 
this competition before, 
let alone won, shows 
that the investment the 
Vale Resort has put into 
nurturing up-and-com¬ 
ing golfing talent 
through our golf acade¬ 
my is certainly paying 
off. 

“We are also lucky to 
have dedicated people 
who have put many 


regional rounds held 
across the country - com¬ 
petitors in the south final 
came from all over the 
south Wales region 
including Bridgend and 
the Vale. 

Disability Sport Wales 
chief executive Jon 
Morgan explained how 
important it was for 
sporting governing bod¬ 
ies to have an inclusive 
approach to disability 
sport: “It’s a perfect 
example of an inclusive 
approach of a governing 
body in Wales and it’s 
more of this that we want 
to see across the whole of 
the Welsh sporting land¬ 
scape.” 


hours into working with 
the team, and some very 
generous sponsors, with¬ 
out whom this trip 
would not have been 
possible.” 

Team captain Callum 
Yorston said: “I was 
honoured to be captain 
of such an inspiring 
team who gave their all 
in difficult conditions. 
Bringing the trophy 
home to Wales makes 
this one of the best 
weeks of our lives.” 

The Vale’s junior 
team is sponsored by the 
Principality Building 
Society, which is strong¬ 
ly committed to support¬ 
ing grass roots sport in 


PONTYCLUN 
Bowls Club was set 
up in 1932 and is a 
strong village- 
based club under 
the umbrella of 
Pontyclun Athletic 
Club. 

As well as being able 
to look back proudly at 
its heritage, the club is 
looking forward to the 
2013 season with excite¬ 
ment and is delighted to 
be one of those selected 
to play in the inaugural 
season of the new South 
Glamorgan County 
Bowling Association 
league. 

In addition to the new 
league, Pontyclun teams 
take part in leagues 
organised by the 
Rhondda Borough 
Bowling Association, 
Taff Ely Bowling 
Association, and the 
Alliance. 

On most Saturdays 
during the season, it 
fields two sides in the 
East Wales Private 
Greens league, which 
includes many of the top 
clubs in Barry, Penarth, 
Cardiff and the valleys. 

Pontyclun BC is home 
to established competi¬ 
tive bowlers at club, 
county and international 
levels and also has has a 
core of social bowlers, 
all supported by a com- 


Wales. 

As part of its com¬ 
mitment to supporting 
the golfing stars of the 
future, the Vale currently 
offers a special Junior 
golfing package. Open 
to young people aged 
between 8-18 years, it 
includes free access to 
the Vale’s academy 
coaching scheme, a copy 
of the academy’s coach¬ 
ing manual and more 
than 50 per cent off jun¬ 
ior membership for the 
first year. 

Eor more information 
on the programme, 
please visit www.vale- 
hotel.com/golf. 


mitted coaching team. 

The club’s broad base 
is also reflected in the 
age range of players, 
which spans from early 
teens to seventies and 
beyond. 

If you’d like to learn 
more about bowls in a 
traditional village-based 
club, take a look at our 
website: www.ponty- 
clunbowlsclub-co. com. 

The club is holding a 
series of open evenings 
at 6pm on April 19 and 
26, May 3 and 10. Our 
coaching team will be 
on hand to offer help 
and advice and can pro¬ 
vide all the kit that 
you’ll need to get start¬ 
ed. If you’d like to 
come along to an open 
evening, we’d like to 
see you. 

Beryl Smith (01443) 
224096 and Avril 
Davies (01443) 222260, 
are happy to provide 
information on ladies 
bowls in Pontyclun. 
Pontyclun Ladies Bowls 
Club is also an integral 
part of Pontyclun 
Athletic Club, located in 
the heart of the village. 

GJT 


TREDODRIDGE'S 
Bryn Palling, fea¬ 
tured in last week’s 
GEM and whose 
racing yard is up for 
sale following his 
recent retirement, 
has come in for 
more praise. 

Derek and Jean Glee, 
who had horses with top 
trainers Sir Henry Cecil, 
Richard Hannon and 
Mike Channon, moved to 
Wales in 1999 and were 
looking for a local train¬ 
er, in addition to other 
trainers. 

They said: “When we 
discovered Bryn and 
Marge’s yard, we found 
it warm and friendly and 
we soon realised we were 
joining a large family. 

“We were always 


BARRY Atoms 
played two games 
on the weekend. 

The first game was 
played against 

Whitchurch, and quite 
frankly the score could 
have been a lot more 
except for a disallowed 
try, a knock forward and 
a few other mistakes. 

The Atoms went three 
tries up through J.Couch, 
D.Griffiths and I.Escott 
and the unselfish team 
work was a joy to 
behold. 

Whitchurch started the 
second half with a try 
and were making a right 
battle of this, but with 
another try finished off 
by R.Robinson we knew 
this game was really 
over. Whitchurch 

grounded off a consola¬ 
tion try to make final 
score 4-2 to the Atoms. 

Next we were treated 
to visiting English tour¬ 
ing side St.Thomas'. We 
did wonder what level 
they would play at as 
they came with a good 


CO WBRIDGE 
under-14s were 
pipped at the post 
yet again as 
Bridgend Sports 
scored a late try to 
rob Cowbridge of 
what would have 
been a well 
deserved draw. 

The home side were 
rampant in the first 15 
minutes, scoring three 
tries through Dewi 
Bennett, Dan Bunney 
and Sam Palmer, with 
two conversions by out¬ 
side half Cai Evans giv¬ 
ing Cowbridge a 19 
point lead. 

Through penalty 
kicks, the visitors began 
to lay siege to the 
Cowbridge line, scoring 
two converted tries to 
reduce the margin to 
only five points. 

Cowbridge continued 


made welcome at any 
time, not just by Bryn 
and his wife Marge but 
by the numerous other 
owners who always 
seemed to be present. 

It seemed that every 
owner shared in each 
other’s triumphs and 
expectations, and with 
endless cups of tea and 
biscuits from Marge, we 
had numerous hours of 
pleasure. In total, Bryn 
trained 15 winners for 
us.” 

Paul Young, an owner 
with Bryn for 25 years 
and who had shares in 46 
of the many winners 
Bryn saddled over the 
years, including the pro¬ 
lific Carranita, said: 
“What I liked about Bryn 
and Marge was that they 
made everyone welcome. 
We were treated the same 


reputation, being a prep 
school side. 

We were again treated 
to an Atoms performance 
that really did take them 
to another level. In such 
conditions the determi¬ 
nation to win was 
immense and so pleasing 
to see these kids play as a 
unit. St.Thomas were 
technically very good 
and strong. We simply 
had too much for them 
and would have given 
anybody a run for their 
money in this form. 

Great tries from 
Z.Eifield, D.Griffiths (2) 
and R.Robinson put them 
to the sword. Pinal score 
Atoms 4, St.Thomas' 0 

A little mention to 
another new player, play¬ 
ing his first ever game - 
Kaiden Jones, well done 

Squad: D. Wall, 

I. Escott, R.Rendell, 

D. Griffiths, F. Giosanu, 
T.Mort, Z.Eifield, 

J. Brown, R.Robinson, 
C.Couch C.Macarthur, 
C.Denbury J.Long 

K. Jones. 


to concede penalties in 
the second half and it 
came as no surprise 
when Bridgend scored 
an unconverted try to 
level the scores. 

The final five minutes 
were played in bad spirit 
as the home team players 
became more and more 
frustrated with the con¬ 
tinuing number of penal¬ 
ties being inflicted on 
them, which resulted in a 
red card for a Cowbridge 
player. 

Bridgend took advan¬ 
tage of playing against 
14 men to score the final 
try, winning the game 
26-19. 

Prominent for 

Cowbridge in the backs 
were Joe Nott, Sean 
Davies and Charlie 
Pegrum, with Will 
Couzins, Matthew 
Keating and Duncan Ace 
the pick of the forwards. 

AD 


whether we had a 10 per 
cent share in a horse or 
whether we were the sole 
owners of three or four.” 

TIMEFORM 
HORSES 
TO FOLLOW 

Flat race enthusiasts 
will want to avail 
themselves of 

Timeform Horses To 
Follow (published by 
Timeform Limited, 
Halifax,West 
Yorkshire, HXl IXF 
at £9.95). 

There are 50 horses to 
follow, the big name 
interviews, future stars, 
trainers for courses and 
much, much more. 

Look out for Sir 
Michael Stoute’s 

Telescope as he ‘... has 
the potential to develop 
into one of the stars of 
the season.’ 

RACING AT 
LLYSWORNEY 

I have before me a 
racecard for the Ely 
Valley Horse And 
Pony Racing Club 
horse race meeting at 


THE Glamorgan 
Hunt Steeplechases 
due last Saturday 
(March 23) at 
Ystradowen have 
been rearranged 
and will now be 
staged on Saturday, 
April 6 - first race 
at 2pm. 

The weather played 
havoc last weekend 
resulting in the cancella¬ 
tion of most point to 
points nationwide and 
even the professional 
racing at Newbury, 
Doncaster and Stratford 


Llysworney (Nr 
Cowbridge) for July 
5,1986. 

The big event was 
‘The Grand Mile’ with a 
first prize of £1,000. The 
marked racecard informs 
us that this was won by 
Alpha, a nine-year-old 
gelding owned by Mr G 
Griffiths of Gilfach 
Goch, and the formguide 
tells us that Alpha was ‘a 
winner in Scotland and 
Cowbridge last week.’ 

Little Saint, owned by 
L Rogers of Llangeinor, 
won £150 for finishing 
second and the third 
prize of £50 went to The 
Rose, owned by Mr C 
Bridge of Tonyrefail. 

If you have any mem¬ 
ories, photographs or 
anecdotes of these now 
vanished flapping meet¬ 
ings which were held in 
the Vale, or any other 
places for that matter, 
then I would be delighted 
to hear from you. 

You can e-mail your 
news or views to Brian 
Lee at brianlee4@virgin- 
media.com or phone him 
on 02920736438. 

BRIAN LEE 


were lost to the ele¬ 
ments. 

The Monmouthshire 
Hunt fixture due this 
Saturday at Llanvapley 
has been cancelled due 
to the poor ground con¬ 
ditions. 

The Y stradowen 

meeting will stage six 
exciting steeplechases 
with sideshows, trade- 
stands, caterers and bars 
available for the visiting 
public. 

Admission is car and 
driver £10, then £5 per 
adult - children under 
16 free. 



PT 

CANOE TEST “ 

A NON-STOP 125 mile canoe race with 77 
portages is not the most relaxing way to spend 
Easter weekend - but then Vale adventure athlete 
Maria Leijerstam doesn’t believe in an easy life. 

Maria and race partner Neal Fletcher, past chair¬ 
man of Cardiff Canoe Club, are taking part in the 
Devizes to Westminster International Canoe Race 
over the Easter weekend, where they are aiming for 
a place in the top three in their category. 

The race is a severe test of skill and stamina as to 
negotiate the locks they will have to get out of their 
boat a total of 77 times and carry it for up to a mile 
at a time. 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• ftrd focut 

• Rjpd Focus 

Eiflifet 

• ford S-Mus 

• eMMm 

Tnmtpdrtar 

9 —it minto u o— 



Fui iivaiMbk* on our we n itn 

WWW wlckvdiihire.co.ulc 



Welsh disability 
championships 
are in Cardiff 


Pontyclun 
club bowling 
along nicely! 


Atoms surge to 
double victory 


Cowbridge 
under-14s 
pipped at post 


Steeplechases 

rearranged 
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New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Rood - Tel 01446 720044 


To Buyology To the 

Business Centre 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 




12 12 BMW M3 4.0 Auto Convertible. 1,700 miles, in blue.£44,995 

06 06 MERCEDES Benz SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue .£21,795 

06 06 MERCEDES CLK55. 44,225 miles, in silver.£19,495 

06 06 MASARATI Cambriocorsa. 37,535 miles. In grey .£18,995 

11 60 MERCEDES Benz C20 Cdi Blue Efficiency. 40,240 miles, in grey.£18,995 

06 56 MERCEDES Benz ML320 CDI. 45,000 miles in silver .£16,995 

01 X MERCEDES SL320. 47,470 miles, in mystic blue.£13,495 

04 04 MERCEDES Benz SL320 Auto. 69,260 miles, in silver .£13,220 

07 57 NISSAN Pathfinder 2.5 Dei Sport. 53,540 miles, in grey.£12,495 

09 59 MITSUBISHI L200 Double Cab Warrior 2.5 Diesel. 54,900 miles, in black. £11,995+vat 

07 07 BMW 320d Msport. 54,050 miles, in red .£11,000 

09 09 MINI Cooper Graphite 1.6.13,810 miles, in grey.£9,995 

08 08 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 TDi GT Sport. 54,000 miles, in blue.£9,995 

11 61 FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge. 7,880 miles in black.£8,995 

1111 HONDA Jazz 1.2 18,170 miles, in red .£8,795 

02 52 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Supercharged. 91,980 miles, in black .£8,716 

10 10 FORD Focus Style 1.6 TDCi 28,910 miles in black .£8,495 

2007 KAWASAKI 250 Supercharged Jet Ski. 68 hours use (phone for details) .£8,495 

06 06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi Estate. 57,900 miles, in silver .£8,495 

10 10 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SRi. 14,260 miles in blue.£7,995 

07 07 VOLVO V50 2.4D Sport 200. 39,690 miles, in white.£7,990 

09 09 FIAT 500 1.4 Sport 31,165 miles in white.£7,495 

07 57 HONDA Civic 1.3 Hybrid. 55,000 miles in blue .£7,295 

09 58 FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge. 50,025 miles, in white.£6,795 

00 X PORSCHE Boxster 3.2S. 86,195 miles, in black .£6,419 

05 05 MINI Cooper 1.6 Chilli. 40,610 miles, in blue.£5,995 

04 04 AUDI A4 2.5TD Cabriolet. 80,715 miles in blue.£5,995 

09 59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XR. 19,740 miles, in blue .£5,764 

05 05 VOLKSWAGEN LT32 2.5. 60,380 miles, in white.£5,000 + VAT 

09 09 FORD Fiesta 1.4TDCi 23865 Van. In white .£5,000 + VAT 

07 07 CITROEN C4 2.0 HDi VTR+ 31,780 miles, in grey.£4,995 

04 04 HYUNDAI Tucson 2.0 CDTD. 71,270 miles, in black .£4,995 

08 08 RENAULT Clio Rip Curi 1.2. 42,310 miles, in black.£4,495 

05 05 RENAULT Megane CC 2.0 VVT Privilege. 39,000 miles, in grey.£4,495 

01 X MERCEDES Benz SLK 230 88,630 miles, in silver .£4,495 

06 06 PEUGEOT 206CC 2.0SE 68,310 miles, in blue .£3,795 

07 07 RENAULT Megane Estate 1.5 Dei Dynamique. 76,540 miles, in silver.£3,695 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4SXi 75,430 miles, in Silver.£3,695 

06 56 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Van. 50,500 miles in silver.£3,295 + VAT 

03 53 MGTF 1.8. 30,990 miles, in silver .£2,809 


SPECIAL OFFER: 

Oil Service & Winter Check only £99+VA' 

on production of this coupon. 

MoT still only £25 



06 06 SSANGYONG 
2.0d Kyron | 


£4995 



Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars and a great deal more! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk FonowusonPacebookPl 
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Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



MOT’S 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



Car Diagnostics 

Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 


from 

£ 39 » 


Car 


AM Repair Work 
Undertaken At , ^ 

Competitive Prices loGrviCing 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW All major 


www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735591 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 






08 58 BMW 5 Series 520D SE 4-Dr (177) 
2.0. Black, Diesel, FSH, 1 Owner, MFSW, 
6 Speed, Cruise & Climate Control, 83k. 


£9,990 


06 56 NISSAN Micra C+C 1.4 Urbis 
2-Dr Cabriolet. Silver, FSH, Alloys, 
Panoramic Roof, CD Player, MFSW, 57k 


£3,990 



08 08 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 VTi Sport 3-Dr. 
Blue, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
EA/Vindows, C/Locking, 60k 


£4,490 



08 57 BMW 320i SE 2-Dr Coupe. Red, 
Auto, Sat Nav, Parking Sensor, FSH, 
Climate & Cruise Control, 71 k 


£10,290 



£10,490 + VAT 



£6,990 




1 09 59 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 HDi 90 S 5- ■ 
1 Dr. Red, Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, Air 1 
1 Con, CD Player, Alloys, 65k 1 

07 57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v SXi 1 
3-Dr Silver, Alloys,Air Con, CD Player, 1 
MFSW, E/Windows, C/Locking 1 

£5,990 

£4,790 





LAND ROVER Range Rover 3.0 TDV6 Vogue 

4-Dr. Silver, Diesel Auto, FSH, Full Charcoal Leather, 
Sat Nav, Parking Sensors & Much More 99k 

07 07 FORD Focus 1.8 Zetec 5-Dr. 1 

Blue, 1 Owner, Air Con, CD Player. 61K 1 

1 ^ £13,490 B 

m £4,990 

td.co.uk 

SAT NAV,^ 
CF63 2NW 
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53 MERCEDES 320 CLK 
Auto Avantqarde 

In ice blue, full lealner trim, 
stylish sports coupe at 

£3,995 


2000 MAZDA MX5 
California 

In Yellow, 51,000 miles, very nice example at 

£3,495 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 
Auto 

Met grey with beige leather, 53,000 miles 

£22,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


60 MERCEDES C2500,CGi Sport 
Blue Efficiency Automatic 

Black, fantastic spec, only 15,000 miles 

£19,995 



10 VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.4 SE Auto 

Met Blue, one owner, 38,000 miles, host of extras. 

£7,995 


11 


09 



09 Nissan Micro 
1.4 Convertible 

In silver , 1 local owner, only 

£4,995 



61 PORSCHE Cayenne 
3.0 Diesel 

White, full beige leather, 7,000 miles 

£59,995 


61 PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0 Diesel Auto. In white with 
full beige leather, 7,000 miles, too many extras to list .. 

.£59,995 

07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige leather, 

53,000 miles, fantastic value at .£22,995 

60 MERCEDES C250 CGi Sport Blue Efficiency 
Automatic. In black, fantastic spec, only 15,000 miles, 
looks fantastic .£19,995 

59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white leather, 

39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new.£17,995 

60 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 2.0 Diesel FS Match in met 

burgundy, 69,000 miles with sat nav.£11,495 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. Met blue, one owner, 

38,000 miles. Host of extras.£7,995 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 

miles .£7,695 

54 JAGUAR SType 2.7 Diesel SE. In Jaguar Racing Green 

with full leather only 52,000 miles.£6,995 

09 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style +. In met blue, 23,000 miles, low 

running costs.£6,495 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-Dr. In silver, 43,000 miles, 

low insurance.£5,995 

PEUGEOT 107 Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr in yellow, 5,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£5,995 

HYUNDAI i30 Comfort 14 5-Dr. In met grey, 15,000 

miles, superb throughout .£5,995 

09 PEUGEOT 407 1.6 HDi ST. In burgundy, 59,000 miles, 

high spec, large diesel.£5,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design Automatic 5-Dr. In 
silver, 11,000 miles.£5,995 

56 SEAT Leon FRTDi 170bhp. In black, fast, economical 

5-dr hatch .£5,995 

06 HONDA Civic 2.2 Diesel ES 5-Dr. In silver, 65,000 miles 

with pan roof .£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 
insurance.£5,995 

57 HONDA Jazz 1.4 SE Automatic. In red, 42,000 miles, 

very desirable.£5,995 

08 SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 Estate. In met gold, 29,000 miles, 2 

owners.£5,695 

60 NISSAN Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 5-dr. In silver, 27,000 miles, 1 

owner.£5,495 

60 VOLKSWAGEN Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 

miles, low insurance.£4,995 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local owner, 
with a/c, cd, alloys .£4,995 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles .£4,995 

08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr in silver, 66,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,995 

57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-Dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c .£4,995 

57 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4 Exclusive Convertible in black 

with black leather, 65,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life Automatic. Met grey, 52,000 
miles with air con.£4,995 


56 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. In 

silver, 44,000 miles, low running costs.£4,495 

54 LANDROVER Freelander 1.8SE 5-dr. In silver, 74,000 

miles with a/c, leather etc.£4,995 

58 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Estate. In black, 
25,000 miles .£4,795 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec example at .£4,795 

57 SMART ForTwo Passion. In silver, 48,000 miles with 

leather, h/seats, a/c .£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. Electric blue with full leather 

trim, 82,000 miles, convertible .£4,495 

08 CITROEN C3 Cachet 14 5-Dr. In silver, 53,000 miles, 

low insurance.£4,295 

57 RENAULT Megane 1.5DCi Dynamique. In met blue, 

59,000 miles, 1 owner, full glass roof.£4,295 

07 VAUXHALL Vectra 2.2 SRi. In met grey, 69,000 miles, 
very nice example at .£3,995 

55 SMART Fourtwo Passion Convertible. In orange/ 

silver, 35,000 miles with a/c, £30 RFL .£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£3,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4. In silver blue, 52,000 miles, 
convertible at.£3,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, full 

leather trim, stylish sports coupe at .£3,995 

03 MERCEDES C200 Komp Classic SEAuto. In silver 

with grey leather, 79,000 miles.£3,995 

02 JEEP Grand Cherokee 4.0 Auto. In black with leather, 

83,000 miles. This 4x4 runs on petrol/LPG.£3,995 

07 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 Exclusive 5-dr. In met blue. 

Ideal family hatch at.£3,495 

CITRCEN C2 Design 1.1. In black, 75,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,995 

PEUGECT 206 SE 1.6 5-dr. In electric blue, 51,000 
miles, a/c, c/d, etc .£2,995 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Automatic 5-dr. In dark 

met green, 44,000 miles.£2,995 

54 ALFA Romeo 156 Veloce 2.0 JTS. In met blue, 70,000 

miles, full leather .£2,795 

54 FCRD Focus 1.4 LX 3-dr. In black, 58,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,695 

FCRD Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto. In silver mint, 80,000 

miles .£2,695 

CHEVRCLET Lacetti 1.8 Sport 5-Dr. In silver with full 
leather trim, 75,000 miles.£2,495 

54 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In silver/black leather, 90,000 

miles, with Air con, alloys, etc.£2,195 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 miles 

.£1,995 

53 PEUGECT 206 GTi. In ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd.£1,995 

05 DAEWCC Lacetti 1.4 SE 5-Dr. In met blue, 77,000 

miles, CD, e/windows, c/locking .£1,995 

02 HYUNDAI Agila 1.0 GSi 5-Dr. In green, 44,000 miles, 
low insurance.£1,995 



60 VOLKSWAGEN 
Golf 2.0 Diesel FS Match 

Met burgundy, 69,000 miles with sot nov 

£11,495 



06 


05 


02 JEEP Grand Cherokee 4.0 Auto 

In black with black leather, 83,000 miles. 
This 4x4 runs on petrol or LPG. 

£3,995 



11 PEUGEOT 107 
Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr 

Yellow, 5,000 miles, £20 road tax 

£5,995 


04 


06 



08 SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 
Estate 

In met gold, 29,000 miles 2 owners 

£5,695 


RBC 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • AH CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDLT CARDS TAKEN 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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THE GEM -39 


Its not the way you're used to having your car serviced 

Its Better! 



Former Dealer Staff • Our Technicians are ATA Master Level certified and Manufacturer trained 
BMW, Mercedes, Porsche, VAG, Ferrari, Maserati, Lamborghini Dealer equipment & Diagnostics 
Up to 60% savings on dealer prices without cutting corners or quality 
RAC Inspected Garage with 100% RAC Rating plus Full OFT Approval 

Ree Courtesy Cars or Free Vehicle Collection / Drop Off service (Covering Cardiff & The Vale) 
Country Wide Recovery arxl Car Transportation 


IIPERMOVEO 

I f AUTOTEK 


Technical SpedaKsts for Advanced German & F'erformance Vehiclee 
5 & 10 Woodham Road, Barry Docks CFOS 4JE 
www.permoveo.Kd.uk 

0800 033 7807 or 01446 732272 
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YEAR-11 PUPILS 
SHINE IN COUNTY 
NETBALL FINALS 



Year 7 netball team. 


THE year 11 netball 
team played in the 
county netball finals 
held at Talybont on 
Monday, March 11. 

The top four teams in 
Cardiff and the Vale quah- 
fied for the finals back in 
December and as a result 
Cowbridge faced tough 
competition from Corpus 
Christi, Stanwell and St. 
Teilo’s. 

We played Stanwell 
first and got off to an out¬ 
standing start with Jo 
Wilkins at GA and Lydia 
Hitchings at GS unstop¬ 
pable in the shooting cir¬ 
cle. The girls went from 
strength to strength 
throughout the second half 
and secured a resounding 
18-11 win at full time. 

In the second match 
Cowbridge played reign¬ 
ing county champions 
Corpus Christi, whose 
year 11 team had won the 
title for the last four con¬ 
secutive years. 

Despite initial nerves, 
Cowbridge came out defi¬ 
ant and battled ahead to a 
3-0 lead off the first three 
centre passes. 

The Corpus Christi 
team were shocked and 
needed to respond quickly 
to keep themselves in the 


game. They did just that 
and clawed back to 3-3. 

Solid defense from 
Sarah Lewis and GK and 
Olivia Brown at GD, 
despite hurting her thumb 
during the game, ensured 
that Cowbridge could 
hang on to the 6-5 lead at 
half time. 

In the second half the 
match was goal for goal 
with Kim Jerwood at WD, 
Annabel Curie at C and 
Megan McNamee at WA 
working tirelessly to turn 
the ball over in centre 
court and feed the circle. 

With one min ute to go 
the score was 10-10, but in 
the closing passage of play 
the experience of the 
Corpus team shone 
through and they edged 
ahead to take a 12-10 win 
on the final whistle. 

The Cowbridge team 
were deflated, but should 
be extremely proud of 
their performance, grit and 
determination throughout; 
an outstanding team per¬ 
formance. 

In the final game 
Cowbridge played St. 
Teilo’s in another hard 
fought battle which 
matched the intensity of 
the Corpus Christi game 
and followed a god for 
goal pattern throughout. 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


TrartMB 
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Scy nO y g 
Jumbo Van» 
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Tipper ructos 
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Full «vo4ablb on our wobtito 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 



Oliver Hitchings. 


Both teams played with 
flair and precision and it 
was a lovely match to 
watch. Again in the later 
stages of the game the 
score was tied, but it was 
St. Teilo’s who took the 
edge in the closing min¬ 
utes to win 14-11. 

Cowbridge had played 
three games on the trot and 
despite an extremely gutsy 
effort, they were exhaust¬ 
ed! 

As a result, the county 
finals ended with 
Cowbridge finishing third, 
but we had only lost by 
two goals to the county 
champions - a testament 
to the high level of compe¬ 
tition; well done to all the 
girls! 

The year 7 Vale Netball 
Championships was 
hosted at Cowbridge on 
Wednesday, March 13. 

The tournament was 
very well attended by the 
Vale schools and contested 
between Cowbridge, 
Llantwit, Stanwell, Bro 
Morgannwg, Bryn Hafren 
and St. Richard Gwyn. 

Due to time constraints 
on our community facih- 
ties and 15 matches need¬ 
ing to be played, each 
match was nine minutes 
one way, with rolling subs 
permitted at centre passes 
or breaks in play. 

After an outstandingly 
successful season, 

Cowbridge stormed ahead 
on the scoreboard and pro¬ 
duced the following match 
winning performances to 
secure the title: 

Beat Llantwit 8-0; beat 
Stanwell 7-0; beat St. 


Richard Gwyn 3-0; beat 
Bryn Hafren (they had to 
leave early so conceded); 
beat Bro Morgannwg 5-1. 

Well done to all the year 
7 girls who have trained 
consistently throughout 
the season, demonstrating 
their great commitment to 
school sport. 

As a result of this we 
went to watch the Celtic 
Dragons netball team in 
action to celebrate! 

Team: Sophie Rees, 
Jordan Meek, Olivia 
Mitchell, Emily Jenkins, 
Meriel Clode, Mali 
Howell, Tirion Evans, 
Sarah Jones, Elin 
Swallow, Megan Hodgson 
- who was unfortunately 
ill so unable to play in the 
final tournament. 

Player of the match: 
Sophie Rees. 

RUGBY 

Congratulations to 
Oliver Hitchings after an 
outstanding rugby sea¬ 
son that culminated with 
two caps for Wales’ 
under- 18s. 

Ohver played a full part 
in the 29-27 win over 
France at St Helens and he 
also came off the bench in 
the defeat to England. 

With some outstanding 
performances, Oliver has 
really caught the eye of 
Cardiff Blues director of 
mgby Phil Davies, who is 
looking at the possibility 
of getting Oliver out to 
France to gain some 
invaluable experience for 
next season. 

Good luck Oli and con¬ 
gratulations. 


JUNIOR RUGBY ROUND-UP 

Under-lOs fight the 
cold against Pentyrch 


SUB-ZERO tem¬ 
peratures and razor 
sharp biting winds 
increased the pain 
of a tough battle 
against old 

Cowbridge adver¬ 
saries Pentyrch on 
Sunday. 

Cowbridge under-10s 
took two teams to the 
away fixture, where the 
bitter hilltop winds made 
the Vale's cold snap seem 
like tropical climes. 

The first game was 
fought hard by Aled 
Leitch, Iwan-Thomas 
Bartle, Jake Williams, 
Harri Howkins, Harry 
Whittaker, Oliver 

Jarmaine, Jack Reilly, 
loan Davies, Charlie 
Locke and David Harris. 

Quick hands and hard 
tackling was the name of 
the game. Several 
Cowbridge attacks were 
defended strongly by 
Pentyrch, with Charlie 
Locke and Jake Williams 
both denied tries from 
startling breaks by com¬ 
mitted Pentyrch tackling. 

Pentyrch scored first, 
quickly followed by a 
Cowbridge equalizer 
from a heroic 15 yard 
drive by Aled Leitch, 
dragging black shirted 
bodies behind him. 

A second try by 
Pentyrch from a clever 
interception called for 
Cowbridge to dig deep as 
spectators forgot their 
freezing fingers to vocal¬ 
ly encourage the open 
play. 

Cowbridge attacked 
hard with structured and 
disciplined phase play, 
leading to loan Davies 
cleverly drawing his man 
before a stunning pass to 
set up a Jake Williams 
equalising try. 

Gruff Ford replaced 
Charlie Locke in the sec¬ 
ond half after a tackle left 
Locke gripping his ribs 
on the touchline. 
Pentyrch seized a last 
minute try to take the 
game 3-2. 

The second match was 
taken on by Harry Crane, 
Joe Marshman, James 
Gilvear, Matthew 

Gilvear, Tom Pugh, 
Robbie Hawkins, Elisedd 
Greenwood, together 
with re-appearances from 
Gruff Ford, David Harris 
and Iwan-Thomas Bartle. 

Some expansive and 
encouraging attacking 
play from the Cowbridge 
side was met by strong 
Pentyrch forward play, 
and possession was more 
than often the name of 
the game. 

Marshman, Crane, 
Bartle and James Gilvear 
showed glimpses of bril¬ 
liance but unfortunately 


Pentyrch were the 
stronger side and some 
Cowbridge missed tack¬ 
les in the latter stages of 
the game, as the freezing 
conditions started to 
impact on performance, 
put our Arctic heroes on 
the back foot by the time 
of the final whistle. 

An unrepresentative 
run of Pentyrch tries dur¬ 
ing the last few minutes 
of the game produced a 
score that regretfully did¬ 
n't reflect the game or the 
quality of play. Final 
score 8-0 to Pentyrch. 

WL 

On a freezing cold day 
on the open Helds of 
Pentyrch, the under-9s 
put in a fine effort 
against a very good 
Pentyrch side before 
narrowly falling to 
defeat. 

With a cold wind 
blowing across the pitch 
the conditions were diffi¬ 
cult but both sides scored 
some excellent tries to 
almost warm the specta¬ 
tors cheering on the side. 

The first quarter 
proved to be a tight affair 
with excellent tries being 
scored for Cowbridge by 
Harry Treharne and 
Ruben Davies. Pentyrch 
replied with two of their 
own the leave the match 
all square. 

Quarter 2 was a ding 
dong battle which 
Pentyrch finally edge 5- 
4. For Cowbridge, Finlay 
Brace scored two fine 
tries and Robbie Brown 
used his power to crash 
over for two tries. 

Quarter 3 saw 
Pentyrch take a decisive 
edge in the match. The 
cold conditions were 
finally taking the toll as a 
few passes started going 
to ground and Cowbridge 
struggled in this quarter. 

The only reward for 
Cowbridge was a Robbie 
Brown try but Pentyrch 
crossed the whitewash 
three times to leave the 
match score 10 -7 to the 
home side. 

Quarter 4 saw some 
warmer bodies return to 
the field and a total of 9 
tries were scored with 
Pentyrch edging it 5-4 to 
leave the final match 
score 15-11 in favour of 
Pentyrch. 

Will Ryan added two 
tries and two excellent 
long range efforts from 
Finlay Sullivan rounded 
off a very entertaining 
match 

On a cold day when 
hats and gloves were the 
order of the day there 
were good defensive 
efforts from Will Ryan, 
Robbie Brown, Finlay 
Brace and Ethan Francis. 

The game was a credit 
to both sides and the 


coaches were delighted 
with the effort put in by 
the boys. Hopefully, 
spring will have arrived 
by this week. 

Squad:Harry 
Treharne, Ruben Davies, 
Will Ryan, Ollie Jones, 
Will Harris, Ethan 

Erancis, Lewys Robins, 
Ifor Rees, Rhys 

Pritchard, lolo Davies, 
Tom Collingbridge, 
Einlay Brace, Einlay 

Sullivan, Einlay Ball, 
Robbie Brown, Tom 
Brennan. 

MF 

Cowbridge under-7s 
travelled to Pentyrch 
and put on a good dis¬ 
play of attacking rugby 
despite the freezing 

temperatures and a 
shortage of players. 

Team I’s first game 
was an evenly matched 
affair with Cowbridge 
responding each time 
Pentyrch scored a try. 

Joe Davies scored an 
impressive first half hat 
trick thanks to his speedy 
running. 

A clever pass from 
James Collingridge led to 
loan Phillips driving 
through to score. More 
solid teamwork led to 
James C putting the ball 
over the line and the 
game was concluded 
with another try from Joe 
who weaved through the 
defence to score. Final 
score 6-6. 

Team I’s second 
match began with a try 
from Joe Arentsen who 
demonstrated a lovely 
sidestep. Pentyrch 
responded and the pat¬ 
tern of the first match 
continued. 


Joe D added two more 
to his tally and loan 
scored twice including a 
powerful run from a 
restart. The scores were 
even but Cowbridge 
claimed victory in the 
final minutes, with Joe D 
claiming his seventh try 
thanks to an excellent run 
from Will Brennan who 
was tagged just short of 
the line, and good team 
passing enabled James C 
to drive through and 
score. Final score 7-5 to 
Cowbridge. 

Both of Team 2’s 
matches followed a simi¬ 
lar pattern with 
Cowbridge playing catch 
up after good starts by 
Pentyrch. 

The biggest cheer of 
the match came when 
Mabli Davies opened her 
try scoring account with 
a superb run. 

James Lord also 
scored a hat trick, 
demonstrating his ability 
to cut through the gaps in 
defence with his pace, 
and Henry Pugh drove 
over the line, but it was 
not enough as Cowbridge 
lost the game 7-5. 

In the second game 
James L continued to 
mercilessly harangue the 
Pentyrch defence and 
scored a further four 
good tries and Henry 
Pugh also added to his 
tally. 

Joe Funtek and Sam 
Jackson proved to be 
adept at tagging despite 
the bitter cold, but 
Pentrych were able to 
maintain their early lead 
and Cowbridge lost the 
game 7-5. 

KD 


COWBRIDGE 

DARTS 

ROUND-UP 


ON Tuesday, March 
19, the Clive Blick 
trophy was complet¬ 
ed. 

This year’s champions 
are Mo Fleming, Rob 
Jones and Nigel Thomas 
(Farmers Arms) who 
defeated Pam Rosser, 
Mark Dowling and Jason 
Cooke (Came Arms) 3-1 
in the final. 

Present league stand¬ 
ings: Edmondes B (84 
points), Llanharry (82), 
Edmondes A (68), Hare 
and Hounds (60), White 
Lion (51), Farmers Arms 
(49), Came Arms (48), 
Highwayman Inn (40), 
Cross Inn (39), Old Post 
Ladies (37). On April 2, 
the league takes an 
Easter break, returning 
with a full league fixture 
on April 9. 


Interested in playing 
darts next season? Most 
teams are always on the 
lookout for new players 
and the league is keen to 
expand the number of 
teams playing next sea¬ 
son. 

If a group of you is 
interested in forming a 
team (six players is the 
minimum number 

required) and your local 
pub is willing to host you 
please get in touch with 
the league (e-mail: cow- 
bridgedarts@google- 
mail.com) and register 
your interest. 

Up-to-date informa¬ 
tion on upcoming match¬ 
es, league results and the 
league table can be found 
on the website: 
www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 

PT 

























